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We are global pioneers in cancer research.  
This brochure highlights the range and  
depth of our research and innovation activity, 
as well as showcasing the high-quality  
leadership and expertise we can call on that 
make us the ideal partner for both UK and 
international collaborations. 

The Christie is one of the largest single-site 
cancer centre in Europe. As well as housing  
the largest early-phase clinical trials unit in the 
UK and one of the largest in Europe, it is also 
the first UK centre to be officially accredited as 
a comprehensive cancer centre. 

Welcome to  
The Christie Research

Professor John Radford

Director of Research

Professor Rob Bristow 

Chief Academic Officer 

Wes Dale 

Managing Director of 
Research, Innovation  
and Education 

We believe that research and innovation are crucial to 
great care. It is part of the ethos of The Christie that 
everyone – not just clinicians and scientists – should be 
involved in research in one form or another. Only by 
achieving this can we be sure to improve outcomes at 
every level for patients.

Christie Research has more than 650 open 
trials and is the largest centre in the UK 
for commercial cancer trials. It is a Cancer 
Research UK Major Centre, part of the 
National Institute for Health Research (NIHR) 
Biomedical Research Centre, and hosts the 
NIHR Manchester Clinical Research Facility. 

Our research continues to grow: around 
14,000 new cancer patients are treated  
here every year and we are proud of the  
fact that we offer so many of them the  
chance to access new therapies by taking  
part in research studies.

Research encompasses every stage of the  
patient journey from prevention and early 
detection, to living with and beyond cancer. 
Our emphasis is on developing personalised 
approaches to medicine that target a therapy 
specific to a patient’s disease. Moreover, the 
range of our research is truly extensive and 
covers everything from understanding the 
molecular and cellular basis of cancer, to the 
development and testing of novel treatments 
and improving the patient experience.
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Our mission

Collaborations and 
partnerships 

Our mission is to deliver on three fronts:

• To undertake relevant and innovative 
research in cancer treatment and care

• To be internationally competitive so we can 
deliver the best treatments and attract the 
best cancer specialists and researchers to  
the region 

• To improve outcomes for people with cancer 
locally, nationally and internationally

There is compelling evidence that we are 
achieving our goals, and last year was one of 
our strongest to date for patient recruitment 
to cancer trials. By the end of 2017, Greater 
Manchester was placed second in the NIHR 
Clinical Research Network’s national performance 
table in terms of patient recruitment.   

We are proud of the close collaborations we  
have fostered with our neighbouring trusts 
that have helped to make Manchester an 
internationally recognised centre of pioneering 
cancer research. Our partnerships foster the 
interactive culture that allows us to realise  
our ambition to be one of the world’s premier 
cancer centres.

The Manchester Cancer Research Centre 
(MCRC), which opened in 2015 and is on 
The Christie site, is the embodiment of these 
partnerships. The MCRC is a state-of-the-art 
collaboration between The Christie,  
The University of Manchester and Cancer 
Research UK (CRUK Manchester Institute  
and Centre).

Through the MCRC, Christie Research 
collaborates in the cancer biobank. The bank 
collects and stores tissue, blood and urine 
samples from cancer patients across Greater 
Manchester. Researchers have access to these 
samples and can use them in their own projects. 
Christie Research collaborates in the biobank 
with Salford Royal NHS Foundation Trust, 
Manchester University NHS Foundation Trust and 
Pennine Acute Hospitals NHS Foundation Trust.

In many clinical trials, The Christie has recruited 
the first global and UK patients and been the top 
UK and global recruiter.

Our research also benefits from the support of 
the Manchester Academic Health Science Centre 
(MAHSC). Its clinical trials unit promotes clinical 
research excellence across Greater Manchester 
and the wider region through the management 
of high-quality clinical trials.

We have close links with neighbouring hospital 
trusts and, like them, report to the Greater 
Manchester Health and Social Care Partnership’s 
cancer board.

Our ambition is to be a world-leading comprehensive 
centre for translational cancer research. We want 
to transform the clinical care of our patients by 
developing and implementing an integrated, 
personalised medicine strategy.

Our ground-breaking research is only possible  
through active engagement in a number of  
important partnerships and collaborations as  
part of Manchester Cancer Research.
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The Christie benefits from being part of Cancer 
Research UK’s Major Centre in Manchester, one 
of only two such centres in the UK, bringing in 
£39m of funding for a five-year programme that 
began in 2017. 

The trust was also part of a consortium that 
made a successful ‘One Manchester’ bid in 
2016 for £28.5m in National Institute for Health 
Research funding. The bid saw Manchester 
granted prestigious NIHR Biomedical Research 
Centre status after expertise from health and 
academia came together to demonstrate the 
‘connectedness’ of Manchester’s research 
community. The development drives forward 
pioneering research in a number of areas, 
including the cancer themes of prevention and 
early detection, radiotherapy and precision 
medicine, and the aim is to accelerate the 
translation of early-stage research into new 
diagnostic tests and treatments.

The Christie is home to one of only two high-
energy NHS proton beam therapy (PBT) centres 
in the UK. This advanced form of radiotherapy is 

funding of £4.5m. This award was made to 
continue the development of specialised early-
phase experimental research. In the coming 
years, the focus of this work will be to increase 
both the quantity and the quality of clinical 
research in less advantaged and more ethnically 
diverse communities. In September 2017, the 
unit received a £3m investment that expanded 
its capacity to provide more experimental cancer 
medicine treatment facilities and an improved 
patient experience.

We are also developing a nationally recognised 
centre for advanced cellular therapies.  
Known as iMATCH – the Innovate Manchester 
Advanced Therapy Centre Hub – this work 
was awarded nearly £7m in funding to ensure 
patients benefit from a new generation of drugs. 
Advanced therapies use patients’ own cells  
as a ‘drug’ to treat disease. Cells are taken  

used to treat complex cancers and those  
that are difficult to treat in children and adults. 
The centre has dedicated research facilities and 
the presence of such advanced technology 
raises the prospect of exciting developments for 
Christie Research. 

The Christie team have been central to 
developing the UK service, developing clinical 
protocols and pathways for NHS England. 
This expert knowledge and experience is 
now available to others through The Christie 
International Proton School. Our multidisciplinary 
team includes clinical (radiation) oncologists, 
radiation therapists and non clinical specialists in 
oncology, dosimetry, radiotherapy physics, and 
engineering, as well as experts in commissioning, 
project management, capital and building 
development and equipment commissioning. 

As part of a total £12.5m investment in the four 
clinical research facility units across Manchester, 
now working under a single management 
structure, the NIHR Manchester Clinical Research 
Facility (CRF) at The Christie has received renewal 

from a patient, specially treated to create 
therapeutic properties, and reintroduced to  
the patient’s body. 

Manchester is one of only three UK centres to  
be awarded funding by Innovate UK to 
coordinate a strategy to scale up advanced 
therapies for a range of conditions. The Christie 
hosts the centre and will design and operate 
larger clinical trials in the area of personalised 
medicine. The partnership includes The University 
of Manchester and the CRUK Manchester 
Institute and Centre; the latter including input 
from Manchester University NHS Foundation 
Trust (including Royal Manchester Children’s 
Hospital and Manchester Royal Infirmary) and 
nine life science-focused businesses.

Infrastructure and investment

Christie Research has access to a unique infrastructure  
and attracts extensive research expertise and funding.
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Moreover, we have outstanding leadership and 
can call on the expertise of some of the world’s 
most eminent researchers.

The Christie’s international fellowship programme 
is attracting some of the finest global talents, 

who benefit from joining one of the largest and 
most respected clinical research communities in 
the UK.

We employ more than 300 dedicated research 
staff, including research nurses, trial coordinators 

The Christie Research has an extensive portfolio of trials,  
covering the full extent of the patient pathway, from prevention  
and early detection to living with and beyond cancer.

Breadth of our research

and the core research and development team. 
Crucially, research is embedded in each clinical 
team across the trust.

We are one of Europe’s top experimental cancer 
medicine centres, one of the largest single-site 
early-phase trials units in Europe and one of  
the largest early-phase commercial trials units  
in the UK.

We excel in non-medical research. Christie 
Patient Centred Research (CPCR) is a partnership 
with The University of Manchester that aims to 
improve patient experience and outcomes in the 
areas of prevention and detection, living with 
and beyond cancer and cancer and older people.

In addition, we are a centre of excellence in  
these areas:

Cancer Research UK Lung Cancer Centre 
of Excellence Established in 2014, the centre 
combines expertise in basic, translational and 
clinical research.

Cancer Research UK National Cancer 
Imaging Translational Award This partnership 
between Manchester and six other UK 
institutions is discovering new imaging methods 
and helping to translate them for patient benefit.

Manchester Breast Centre The partnership 
fosters collaboration among breast cancer 
specialists and focuses its research on treatment 
and new ways to prevent the disease.

Prostate Cancer UK Movember Centre 
of Excellence Clinicians and researchers are 
focusing their efforts on radical approaches 
to recurrent prostate cancer and refining 
radiotherapy treatment for the disease.

European Neuroendocrine Tumour Society 
(ENETS) Centre of Excellence We are 
internationally recognised for our proficiency 
in recruiting patients to clinical trials and our 
expertise ranges from imaging and nuclear 
medicine to surgery and specialist nursing.

Prevention Treatment SurvivorshipEarly Detection

Identifying causes  
of cancer (e.g. HPV)  

and developing  
vaccines

Collaborations  
with the  

Manchester cancer 
research plan

Analysis of  
circulating tumour  

DNA for personalised  
medicine Understanding 

treatment  
resistance  

mechanisms

Innovations in  
patient-related services 

(e.g. Christie Patient Centred 
Research and Chemotherapy 

Intelligence Unit)

Developing new  
precision oncology 

treatments e.g.
combination therapies  
and immunotherapy

Advanced 
modelling to 
individualise  
radiotherapy

Understanding  
cancer biology (e.g. 

PDX models, tumour 
microenvironments)

Developing novel  
ways of monitoring  

treatment late effects  
using e-health  

technology

Modelling of 
stromal / epithelial 

interactions

MR-linac  
and proton  

beam therapy with 
dedicated research  

facility (2018)

Innovation in  
services to increase 

trial access

Developed  
treatments that 
minimise late  

toxicityEvaluating 
chemopreventive agents 

(e.g. tamoxifen and 
anastrozole)

Dedicated  
single site early 

phase trial  
facility Development  

of novel molecular  
drugs to  

improve care

Risk  
stratification  

through genomics  
and phenotypes 

Real time  
outcome and  

patient side effect 
monitoring

Healthy 
lifestyle 

interventions  
(e.g. 5:2 diet)

World-class  
facilities including  
IPU, CRF, MCRC,  

CRUK-MI
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We hold monthly public events to showcase 
various aspects of research, while our  
scientists are involved in a study into improving 
patient engagement.

We are leading a new study to develop a tool 
to measure patient experience in experimental 
cancer medicine studies and aim to have a 
national tool for benchmarking purposes. 
Patients and their families are also involved in  
a number of digital experimental medicine 

projects that help researchers in new 
technological advances.

Christie research nurses and patient 
representatives have joined a national working 
group to develop a training programme for 
patients as well as literature to help ‘lay’  
people who want to be involved in clinical 
research design.

Some of our engagement work takes place 
through our partners. Cancer Research UK,  

Patient and public involvement 
and engagement (PPIE)

A commitment to broad and meaningful involvement 
with patients and the public is firmly embedded in  
The Christie culture.

for example, holds an annual open day in the 
Spring, in partnership with the Manchester 
Cancer Research Centre, to explain its work to 
donors and partners.

Patient and Public Involvement for the NIHR 
Manchester Clinical Research Facility at The 
Christie is led by the Public Programmes Team, 
a specialist unit at Manchester University NHS 
Foundation Trust. Some of the key areas they 
have been working on in conjunction with staff 
from the clinical research facilities (CRFs) and  
the Biomedical Research Centre (BRC) are:

• Developing groups where patients and the 
public can get involved in shaping cancer 
research and in informing the PPIE strategy 
for the CRFs and BRC

• Supporting learning and development for 
PPIE for staff and contributors

• Evaluating the impact of PPIE on the research 
and operations of the CRF



12 13

The diagnosis came just a year after he retired. 
He underwent treatment at a number of  
hospital trusts around Greater Manchester until 
he was referred to The Christie where he was 
placed on a trial of the drug ramucirumab.  
There is currently no second-line standard 
treatment option for his cancer, so the trial was  
a good option and 19 months later Dave says  
he feels well.

He also says he feels lucky: his cancer was only 
diagnosed because his GP decided to give him 
a blood test as a precaution before prescribing 
drugs for a minor fungal infection. 

Dave says he feels as though he and wife Sandra 
have been given a new lease of life. ‘Life is about 
as normal as it can be and I do feel I’ve had a lot 
of luck all along the way. I had a bad reaction to 
a previous drug and nearly died, but I’m still here.

‘Going on the trial was just about the only option 
I had left, and I’ve just had my 46th round of 

treatment. I’m sure I wouldn’t be here if it wasn’t 
for the trial. I’ve had two more grandchildren 
since the diagnosis and celebrated my 40th 
wedding anniversary. It’s our 43rd anniversary 
in November which without doubt would never 
have happened but for the research, care and 
dedication of everyone at The Christie.’

Dave Walmsley was diagnosed with liver cancer in 2013 and was given 
just nine months to live. ‘It came like a bolt from the blue. I didn’t have 
any symptoms,’ says Dave, a retired policeman.

Cathy, who was teaching at a music school at 
the time, was told she had just a few weeks to 
live. ‘I burst into tears. I packed in work on the 
spot. I just remember being incredibly angry that 
my planned retirement had gone pear-shaped,’  
she said. She fulfilled her ambition of going on  
a horse safari in Africa, and when she returned 
The Christie offered her a place on a clinical trial 
of an experimental melanoma drug. The trial, 
known as CheckMate067, was one of the first  
to explore immunotherapy, a new method  
of treating cancer, and it proved revolutionary  
for Cathy.

Professor Paul Lorigan of The Christie, who is  
the principal investigator on the trial, said:  
‘Up to 2010 we hadn’t made any progress in  
living memory. Since then we have made a  
huge amount of progress. This trial was a 
milestone. It has now defined the standard of 
care for melanoma.’

Cathy is now a long-term survivor and is 
planning more safaris.

Patients’ perspectives

Viola player Cathy Perkins was diagnosed with melanoma in 2008  
after she discovered a lump on her index finger. She seemed to  
be doing well after treatment until, in 2013, a scan showed the cancer 
had returned and spread to her lungs.
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Our collaboration and 
partnership offer

Our collaboration and partnership offer covers:

Clinical trial design 
We have a long and prestigious history of 
sponsoring and hosting an extensive range 
of cancer-related research studies and our 
researchers have significant experience in the 
design of all type of studies. They also take part 
in a range of national and international research 
review panels and their views are highly regarded 
in research communities.

Clinical research treatment delivery 
Our highly specialised workforce supports more 
than 650 studies at any one time, many of which 
involve intensive treatment delivery in our clinical 
research facility.

Clinical research nursing/advanced  
nursing roles 
We are developing nationally recognised 
expertise in this area. We are home to one of 
the first experimental medicine advanced nurse 
practitioners and a number of novel clinical 
nursing and administrative roles. 

Research governance, contracting  
and monitoring 
Our research is managed through robust 
governance structures, with systems and 
processes in place for the delivery of research 
projects. Our researchers are experienced in 
reviewing and negotiating research contracts 
and in monitoring research activities to ensure 
regulatory compliance. 

We are a research organisation of global standing. We have a wealth  
of experience in delivering highly complex experimental cancer medicine, 
clinical trials – including first-in-human, first-in-combination and first-
in-class trials – as well as pharmacology studies. Through our focus on 
establishing international partnerships, we are able to offer our unique 
research expertise to international partners through research collaboration 
agreements that span a range of specialist areas. 

Experimental medicine 
We are the highest recruiting experimental 
cancer medicine centre in the country and our 
ambition is to be one of the top three in Europe 
by 2020. We have a dedicated experimental 
cancer medicine team, as well as disease-specific 
early-phase teams.

Genomics medicine 
We are experienced in Next Generation 
Sequencing (NGS) of both tumour and ctDNA 
for patients with advanced cancer to help match 
individuals to targeted therapy clinical trials.  
We work with commercial partners to test NGS 
tumour panels and have a firmly established 
Molecular Tumour Board for the interpretation  
of results.  

Immunotherapy 
Immune-oncology is a rapidly developing field. 
As the lead site for iMATCH, one of three 
national Advanced Therapy Treatment Centres 
recently designated and funded by Innovate UK, 
The Christie is actively scaling up activity at the 
cutting edge of this exciting field.

The Christie International  
Fellowship Programme 
The Christie offers an ideal and unique 
training environment for fellows with access to 
outstanding clinical experience, cutting edge 
research opportunities and an excellent package 
of education and support opportunities.
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Contact us: 
0161 446 8281

www.christie.nhs.uk/research

The Christie Research 
The Christie NHS Foundation Trust 
Wilmslow Road 
Withington 
Manchester M20 4BX 
United Kingdom


