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WELCOME

Welcome to our Impact Report for 
2016–17, highlighting and celebrating 
the successes and achievements of 
The Christie Charitable Fund.

The Christie charity exists to raise funds 
and receive donations for the benefit  
of the patients of The Christie NHS 
Foundation Trust so that they can be 
offered access to leading treatments, 
outstanding care and the opportunity  
for the best outcomes.

Without the commitment of our fantastic 
fundraisers we would not be able to 
provide patients and their families with 
the level of care and support that we do.

The hospital was rated as ‘outstanding’ 
this year by the health watchdog the  
Care Quality Commission, and the charity 
played a large part in this achievement.

This year we raised £14.4 million and we 
would like to say a huge thank you to all 
our wonderful supporters and fundraisers.

Throughout this report we will be 
celebrating your amazing achievements 
and showcasing some of the projects  
you have made possible. 

The continued and unwavering passion, 
commitment and loyalty we receive  
from our army of supporters allows us  
to continue to go above and beyond  
for Christie patients, providing the very 
best treatment and care with real  
patient benefits. 

Thank you.

‘This year we raised 
£14.4 million’

Volunteers Rose Beeson  
and Margaret McMorran



YOU DID IT!

We are very fortunate to have more 
than 50,000 people who support  
our charity. 

During 2016–17, an amazing 6,600 
supporters gave us a regular gift. From 
cake sales to car washes, 613 events were 
held in the community and 7,250 people 
took part in sporting events such as the 
Great Manchester Run and our Walk of 
Hope. We had 1,198 donations from 
local businesses. More than 200 people 
left us gifts in their wills and 58 trusts 
chose to donate their funds to us.

We are also incredibly grateful to our  
dedicated volunteers who gave up their 
time to support the charity by assisting  
at events and helping out at the hospital 
tea bar.

This year we were thrilled to launch  
our ‘I did it for The Christie’ campaign 
which celebrates all you do for such  
a great cause. 

Many of our supporters have already got 
involved by sharing what they do with 
family, friends and colleagues. If you 
haven’t already, you can encourage more 
people to get involved and support our 
work. So whatever you do, make sure  
you say #ididitforthechristie.
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HOW YOU DID IT

95 
SCHOOLS FUNDRAISED 

FOR THE CHRISTIE 

OVER 7,200 
TOOK PART IN 

SPORTING EVENTS

151  
PEOPLE RAN UP THE 
BEETHAM TOWER

109 
PEOPLE SWAM

2,982 
SIGNED UP TO PLAY 

THE CHRISTIE 
CHARITY LOTTERY

240 
PEOPLE LEFT US A GIFT 

IN THEIR WILL

2,423 
TOOK PART IN 

BIKE RIDES

39 
CHARITY BOXING 

MATCHES TOOK PLACE

OVER 50,000 
SUPPORTERS

613 
COMMUNITY EVENTS 

WERE HELD

555 
PEOPLE FUNDRAISED IN 
LIEU OF BIRTHDAY OR 
WEDDING PRESENTS

13 
SUPPORTERS WENT 

‘DRY’ FOR A MONTH, 
GIVING UP ALCOHOL

92 
PEOPLE WALKED OVER 

HOT COALS FOR US

1,198 
DONATIONS 

RECEIVED FROM 
LOCAL BUSINESSES

33 
VOLUNTEERS WORKED 

IN OUR TEA BAR

1 
COMPANY CHAIRMAN 
TREKKED ACROSS THE 

SOUTH POLE

95 2,982 39

151
2,423

613

33

240
50,000

1,198

109

13

555

1

92
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‘We thank each  
and every one of you’
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TRANSFORMING CANCER  
CARE AND RESEARCH 

The Christie charity supports the 
development of cancer prevention, 
treatment, research and education 
through investment in staff, 
equipment, facilities and other 
support services that are over  
and above what the NHS funds. 

Here are details of just some of the 
projects and services that your support 
and incredible generosity has helped  
to fund.

•  The charity contributed £4.99 million 
towards a new Integrated Procedures 
Unit (IPU). Now patients are able to 
access a range of in-demand day 
services such as interventional radiology, 
plastic surgery and pain control in  
a purpose-built treatment facility.  
It doubles the hospital’s capacity for 
image-guided procedures and reduces 
waiting times for treatments such as 
stents and feeding tubes. 

•  The charity invested £1 million in 
bringing a revolutionary MR linac to 
The Christie. The MR-guided linear 
accelerator will be one of only seven 
in the world. It will precisely locate 
tumours, tailor the shape of X-ray 
beams in real time, and lock on to 
the tumour to accurately deliver 
radiotherapy even when tumour  
tissue is moving during treatment. 

•  The charity annually invests in the 
development of both clinical and  
non-clinical staff, enabling them 
to further develop their skills and 
knowledge. In this year over £45,000 
was invested in educational courses, 
bursaries and scholarships, helping  
to shape the talent of the future.

•  The establishment of a prestigious School 
of Oncology International Scholarship 
Programme has enhanced the reputation 
of The Christie internationally and led 
to new relationships with clinicians and 
organisations from around the world. 

•  £1.1 million was invested in a 3T MRI 
scanner. Its ultra-sharp imaging helps 
our radiologists to visualise and monitor 
changes in patients’ cancer and 
plan individualised therapy. It allows 
specialists to see further into soft tissue, 
deliver targeted treatment and monitor 
patients’ response to treatments. 

•  In 2016–17 the charity spent over £1.7 
million towards research, supporting 
early-phase clinical trials along with 
a number of posts as part of the 
academic investment plan, supporting 
the Manchester Cancer Research 
Centre, a partnership between The 
Christie, The University of Manchester 
and Cancer Research UK. 

It is thanks to your generosity, support, 
contributions and gifts that we are able to 
support the Trust to do the life-changing 
and potentially life-saving work it does. 
We thank each and every one of you.
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FAMILY-FOCUSSED  
FUNDRAISING

North West-based businessman  
Jan Trevalyan has been a supporter  
of The Christie charity since 2015;  
raising more than £163,000. 

It’s a family affair for Jan and his partner 
Lisa and children Skye, Kiki, Summer and 
baby Blake. Each year the family hold an 
annual fundraiser, the Yabba Dabba Do 
event at their home in Lancashire, which 
for two years has supported proton beam 
therapy research, an integral part of the 
new proton beam therapy centre due to 
open at The Christie in 2018. 

Proton beam therapy is particularly 
effective for treating children with certain 
cancers who are at risk of lasting damage 
to organs that are still growing. 

The proton beam therapy research room 
at The Christie will allow a team of the 
best scientists, engineers and clinicians 
in the world to better understand how 
protons interact, and how this pioneering 
treatment can be harnessed to cure 
further cancers. 

An avid Manchester City fan, Jan is also 
the co-founder and CEO of The DDC 
Group, a global business outsourcing 
company. Jan says of his support: “I think 
it’s important to give back where you can. 
Research can only help improve future 
treatments ensuring the outcomes for  
our little ones with cancer are the best 
they can be. Indeed, they may grow up 
to be our future doctors, lawyers and 
leaders of the world.”

It is truly thanks to individuals like Jan that 
The Christie is able to fund the specialist 
equipment and research which enables 
it to offer the best care and treatment 
possible for patients.

‘I think it’s important  
to give back where  

you can’

11

Jan Trevalyan and family
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TREATMENT  
IN ONE PLACE

The Christie’s new Integrated 
Procedures Unit (IPU), part funded  
by a £4.99 million donation from  
The Christie charity, opened in  
spring 2017.

The £7.6 million IPU is a state-of-the-art  
unit bringing several day patient services 
together under one roof in a brand  
new development.

Thousands of patients will now receive 
treatment in one place. This will mean 
less waiting time for day patients who 
need to see the Trust’s interventional 
radiology, plastic surgery, endoscopy,  
pain management or day case  
procedures teams.

One of the two new interventional 
radiology rooms has been completely 
funded by the charity. The rooms will 
double the hospital’s capacity for image-
guided procedures such as the insertion 
of stents. Clinicians will also be able to 
offer less invasive treatments including 
tumour embolisation, a procedure to shut 
down the blood supply to cancer cells  
in order to promote their reduction.

Elsewhere in the unit the new theatre 
brings together a large portion of the 
plastic surgery department, including 
dressing and anaesthetic procedures.  
The pain control specialist area means 
patients can receive their assessment  
and treatment on the same day, and in 
the endoscopy clinic patients have their 
own dedicated waiting area complete 
with improved facilities to provide  
them with the privacy they need.

Joseph Holt Brewery contributed 
£402,000 towards the IPU from its 
centenary charity appeal, marking  
100 years of charitable partnership  
with The Christie.

12

Consultant surgeon  
Mr Malcolm Wilson 
in the IPU



BUILDING A 
BETTER FUTURE

Seddon Construction Ltd is a  
family-owned and managed business 
that delivers over £160 million of 
building projects across the UK, 
employing nearly 800 people.

Seddon started a five-year fundraising 
partnership with The Christie in January 
2017 to support the proton beam therapy 
research room. Seddon has a long history 
with The Christie, having been a supporter 
for the last 30 years, and to date has 
raised over £600,000 for the charity.

Seddon planned many fundraising  
events, including a Kilimanjaro climb,  
the London Marathon, a fire walk, three 
peaks challenge and many other staff 
fundraising days. 

Jonathan Seddon, Chief Executive at 
Seddon, said: “As a fantastic cause  
that’s close to the hearts of the Seddon 
family, we’re delighted to continue our 
support of The Christie. We always look 
forward to getting involved in the 
fundraising events!”

Without the support of companies  
like Seddon Construction Ltd it would  
not be possible for The Christie to  
offer the hugely important innovative 
treatment and research it does, and  
we are extremely thankful for their 
continued support.

14

‘We always look forward 
to getting involved in the 

fundraising events!’
15

Nicola Hodkinson, Jamie Seddon 
and Jonathan Seddon from 

Seddon Construction Ltd
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EXPERTISE THROUGH  
EDUCATION
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The School of Oncology is supported 
by a very generous annual bursary 
donated by Dr Brian Tomkins, his 
wife Dilys and their daughter Abigail 
to help members of staff at The 
Christie develop their knowledge  
and expertise through continued 
professional or personal development. 
This year celebrates five years of  
The Tomkins Bursary Fund. 

Dr Tomkins says: “My family and I are 
delighted to support The Christie School 
of Oncology by providing bursary funding 
to staff to further their knowledge in 
specific areas. Since we began the project 
five years ago we have met many Christie 
staff who have shared their experiences 
with us and demonstrated clearly  
the positive impact on patients.”

Physiotherapist Lucie Casserley has 
progressed to becoming a lymphoedema 
specialist since being awarded a Tomkins 
Family bursary. Lucie attended a course 
provided by Foeldi College (a German 
college) in Bury St Edmunds. Prior to 
attending the course, Lucie was able to 
treat only uncomplicated lymphoedema 
in arms and legs. Since completing the 
course, she can now treat complex cases 
which are more common in cancer 
patients. Lucie is now looking to do a 
Masters in Lymphoedema to continue her 
development and increase her expertise.

‘We have met many  
Christie staff who  
have shared their 

experiences with us 
and demonstrated  
clearly the positive 
 impact on patients 

at The Christie.’ 
Dr Brian Tomkins

THE TOMKINS FAMILY

Lymphoedema Specialist 
Lucie Casserley



DONATING TIME  
AND EFFORT

Chris Sheppard has been supporting 
The Christie in many ways since  
2014, including taking on fundraising 
challenges and volunteering with  
us in our charity offices. 

“I was moved to support the work of  
The Christie when a family friend, Lucy 
Callow, was diagnosed with a rare form  
of cancer called rhabdomyosarcoma, 
when she was just a teenager,” says Chris. 

“Having battled through diagnosis and 
many treatments for over three years,  
we sadly lost Lucy in 2014, by which time 
I had already begun a series of challenges  
with my first being a mega-triathlon  

– kayaking across the 10 lakes in the  
Lake District, the National Three Peaks 
Challenge and then to finish off, just the 
small task of cycling over the Himalayas! 

“This was by far the hardest thing I had 
ever done but I was driven so much 
because I wanted to do this for Lucy,  
her family and the teenage and young 
adult unit at The Christie which has been 
so incredibly supportive throughout  
my challenges.“

Chris has continued his fundraising 
exploits from bike rides through to 
running the London Marathon this year. 

Although Chris has already done so much 
for us with these challenges, he was also 
very keen to help us in other ways and 
give his own time to help the charity. 
Although he has a very busy work and 
home life, you can often find Chris in  
the hospital tea bar or the charity office 
helping staff with any tasks that need 
completing such as mailing packs to  
our supporters, taking part in upcoming 
events, putting up posters and even 
taking on the role of Christie Bear! 
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‘This was by far  
the hardest thing  

I had ever done but 
I was driven so much 
because I wanted to 

do this for Lucy’

19

Volunteer Chris Sheppard 
as Christie Bear



PERSONALISING  
CANCER TREATMENTS

Molecular diagnostics will 
revolutionise the way patients  
are diagnosed and treatments are 
identified for people with cancer  
and donations from our generous 
supporters have helped bring it  
to more patients at The Christie.

Molecular diagnostics allows clinical 
researchers to look at each patient’s 
tumour through a biopsy or blood sample, 
and then to study the genetic make-up  
of the tumour. This information is then 
used to identify better, more personalised 
therapies, usually in the context of clinical 
trials of new drugs that target tumours 
with greater precision than ever before.  
In this way, there is greater potential for 
patients to benefit from experimental 
drugs, often when other treatments  
have failed. 

Dr Matthew Krebs, clinical senior lecturer 
and consultant in experimental cancer 
medicine at The Christie, explains:  

“It’s only through understanding an 
individual’s cancer at the molecular level 
that we can best serve our patients with 
the most suitable clinical trials. It’s crucial 
we can undertake this profiling so that 
more of our patients can benefit from 
personalised cancer treatment now  
and in the future.” 

The TARGET project is a groundbreaking 
study for patients with cancer who are 
potentially eligible for early phase clinical 
trials. It aims to match patients with the 
most appropriate targeted therapy, based 
on the molecular profile of their cancer. 
Crucially, the TARGET team is developing 
techniques to achieve molecular profiling 
from a blood sample, reducing the need 
for invasive biopsies in the future. 

It is thanks to our supporters that The 
Christie is able to offer patients the very 
best and very latest treatment and 
research options.

20 21

‘It’s crucial we can 
undertake this profiling 

so that more of our 
patients can benefit’ 

Dr Matthew Krebs in  
the clinical trials laboratory
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TOMORROW’S TREATMENTS,  
TODAY

Around 600 clinical trials may be 
taking place at any one time in The 
Manchester NIHR Clinical Research 
Facility at The Christie – a large, high 
quality, dedicated clinical research 
environment where patients can 
participate in complex and early 
phase clinical trials. 

The Christie charity funds a number  
of these trials and in the last year alone  
it contributed more than £1.7 million  
to research, supporting clinical trials  
and other areas of urgent need.

Wife and mother Anna Friedenthal, 49, 
from Chorlton, has had her life extended 
and seen her daughters through school 
thanks to a clinical trial at The Christie.

She was diagnosed with cancer 14 years 
ago after finding a lump in her breast. 
She had given birth to her second 
daughter Sasha four months earlier.  
Anna said: “I was still breastfeeding so  
I assumed the lump was something to  
do with that. I went to my local breast 
screening centre and was truly shocked  
to hear the news that I had primary  
breast cancer.”

Anna was referred to The Christie to  
have the lump removed before starting 
six months of chemotherapy. In 2004, 
Anna had her breast removed then had  
a course of radiotherapy before starting 
her first clinical trial to prevent her  
cancer coming back. 

“My first clinical trial was a phase 3 study 
for two years and I responded really well 

– by 2006 I was cancer free. 

“I couldn’t be more grateful to The 
Christie for giving me access to this trial 
which gave me years I didn’t know I’d 
have with my family. I could bring up my 
baby girl and when both daughters were 
old enough, we went on holiday to India. 
I’m half Indian and it meant so much to 
me that we could go there and see my 
dad’s family, and also some of the 
wonders of the world together.”

A further three clinical trials at The 
Christie have since kept Anna alive 
following a new diagnosis of secondary 
cancer in her other breast in 2011.

23

‘I couldn’t be more 
grateful to The Christie 

for giving me access 
to this trial’

Anna Friedenthal and daughter 
Sasha at home in Chorlton
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IMAGE-GUIDED  
PRECISION

A new, advanced 3D intervention 
system has started delivering the 
latest image-guided surgical procedures 
to patients at The Christie, thanks  
to just over £600,000 funding from 
The Christie charity.

The Christie’s first interventional radiology 
room opened in 2007 and has been 
saving lives ever since. Now it has a 
second room to treat even more patients 
with the very latest technology, situated 
at the heart of the new Integrated 
Procedures Unit (IPU) and the key piece  
of equipment for the room, the advanced 
3D intervention system, is now in place.

Interventional radiology refers to a  
range of techniques which rely on  
the use of radiological image guidance – 
X-ray fluoroscopy, ultrasound, computed 
tomography (CT) or magnetic resonance 
imaging (MRI) – to precisely target therapy. 

Not to be confused with radiotherapy, 
interventional radiology involves minimally 
invasive ‘pinhole’ procedures using image 
guidance technology. These can be used 
to deliver targeted cancer treatment, or to 
relieve the effects of cancer on other parts 
of the body such as life-threatening blood 
clots or blockages to major organs.

Dr Jon Bell, consultant interventional 
radiologist at The Christie, says the  
new machine can help him to roadmap  
a patient’s entire body, allowing him  
to deliver treatment like never before.

He said: “The human body is incredibly 
complex. Imagine having to navigate 
using a really complicated road map.  
To guide tiny instruments and treatment 
to tiny targets in the body through blood 
vessels, we have to be extremely precise. 
This machine has the latest imaging 
technology and will enable us to see 
where we’re going perfectly as we carry 
out these intricate surgical procedures.

“I’m very grateful to all our charity 
supporters who have made this happen 
with all their fundraising efforts.”

‘This machine has 
the latest imaging 

technology and will 
enable us to see where 
we’re going perfectly’

Dr Jon Bell in the 
interventional  

radiology suite
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A WILL TO SHAPE  
THE FUTURE

Claire Bennison is Head of Services 
and Product Development based at 
the Manchester office of investment 
management firm Brooks Macdonald, 
which this year helped us by 
sponsoring The Christie Ball which 
raised over £170,000 towards the 
new 3D Interventional Radiology 
system. Claire has also pledged a gift 
in her will to The Christie charity after 
seeing several of her close friends 
battle cancer. 

Claire says: “The money raised through 
gifts in wills will continue to fund the 
remarkable treatment and research that 
takes place at The Christie and I am very 
proud to be playing a part in helping to 
shape the future of cancer care.” 

As well as pledging a gift in her will,  
Claire has recently undertaken a gruelling 
endurance challenge, consisting of 
running, cycling and swimming 300 miles 
around Jersey. This mammoth challenge  
is the first of its kind ever undertaken  
by a Christie fundraiser, raising £10,000 
which includes match giving from The 
Brooks Macdonald Foundation. 

Gifts in wills have played an important 
role in the history of The Christie, ever 
since the hospital first opened its doors  
in 1901 with the support of a legacy gift. 
Today, thanks to supporters like Claire, 
one in three projects are funded  
by gifts in wills.

The gifts we receive go towards making 
sure that patients have access to the  
very best treatment and care, as well  
as helping to make new discoveries  
for generations to come. 

If you have pledged a gift in your will  
to The Christie, no matter how large or 
small, thank you. Your gift, like Claire’s 
will make a difference to the work  
we support. 
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‘The money raised 
through gifts in  

wills will continue to 
fund the remarkable 

treatment and research 
that takes place at  

The Christie’

Claire Bennison from 
Brooks Macdonald



A TRUE 
TEAM EFFORT
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We are incredibly fortunate to have 
the support of our official fundraising 
groups who truly go above and 
beyond in their fundraising activities. 
Across the region we have 23 groups, 
who during 2016–17 collectively 
raised £326,844. The Nantwich 
Support Group has been supporting 
The Christie for 25 years and has 
raised over £390,000 to date. 

The group organises a multitude of 
successful events every year from  
fashion shows, film nights and cookery 
demonstrations to quiz nights, treasure 
hunts and ceilidhs. With a strong and 
loyal network of local supporters, the 
group continues to go from strength  
to strength.

“We originally chose to support The 
Christie because of my family links to  
the hospital. My father Tom has been  
a patient there since 1973. He celebrates 
his 90th birthday this October!”  
said Chair of the Nantwich Group,  
Sarah Darlington.

“Over the years I have seen the hospital 
grow into the leading cancer centre it is 
now. I have had the privilege to get to 
know some of the team that lead The 
Christie and see first-hand how much 
goes into the ‘outstanding’ rating it so 
much deserves. I still bring my dad to  
the hospital as a patient, and only a 
couple of years ago saw again how 
amazing the treatment is when a close 
friend battled breast cancer. She is now 
fully recovered. It made me want to  
continue even more.”

To date the group has supported a 
number of projects at The Christie and  
is currently supporting the proton beam 
therapy research room. 

“It’s always been our desire to fund 
projects that are on the ‘frontline’  
and will save patient lives.”

28

The Nantwich Support Group
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All our fundraisers have a unique 
story about why they choose to help 
us. Many have been patients and 
want to do something to say thank 
you for the care and treatment they 
have received. Other people have 
chosen to support us because a friend 
or loved one has been treated at  
The Christie.

And then there are those who don’t have 
a personal connection, but know the 
importance of The Christie’s work and 
want to do their bit to help. Whatever our 
fundraisers’ connections are to the cause, 
every single one plays a vital part in the 
aim to improve and ultimately bring us  
a step closer to a future without cancer.

There are many ways of getting involved: 
our fundraisers have done everything 
from jumping out of planes to running 
marathons, hosting a coffee morning or 
holding a dress down day in the office. 
Every penny raised helps patients and 
their families and we’re grateful to all  
our supporters for their continued 
dedication, commitment, energy, 
creativity and unfailing enthusiasm.

We would like to again extend a special 
thank you to all the individuals and 
organisations that have so generously 
supported us throughout 2016–17.  
On these pages we have endeavoured  
to include all those who have raised or 
donated £4,000 or more throughout the 
year, but however much you contributed, 
we are truly grateful. We couldn’t have 
done it without you. Thank you!

THANK YOU  
FOR EVERYTHING

31

Christie patient and  
fundraiser Adam Irvine
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WE STILL NEED  
YOUR HELP

While we have achieved a considerable 
amount thanks to the support of our 
loyal and committed donors, the 
charity continues to have exciting 
and ambitious plans for the future, 
and all of these need your help. 

We know that much of the success of 
The Christie relies on the calibre of its staff. 
As part of an academic investment plan 
which commenced in 2013, we are now 
entering the second tranche of investment 
which includes the funding of three Chair 
posts and the funding of research 
infrastructure posts which would support 
the growth in academic research more 
broadly across the Trust. 

The charity also aims to raise funds  
over the next two years for a capital 
development project to redevelop our 
outpatients department. At the present 
time this is in the design phase which  
will ensure the optimal patient experience 
through the provision of a calm, well-
organised environment, centred on  
the patient.

The construction of the proton beam 
therapy centre will continue into next year 
with the first patient treatment planned 
for August 2018. Proton beam therapy is 
a type of radiotherapy that targets certain 
cancers very precisely increasing success 
rates and reducing side effects. The 
charity will continue to raise the last  
£2 million to contribute to the capital  
cost of the appeal and fully equip the  
research space. This will allow experts to 
investigate how to deliver proton beam 
therapy more precisely and efficiently, 
meaning even better treatments for 
patients and fewer side effects.

We will continue to fund the 
complementary therapy service that 
supports patients through all stages of 
their cancer treatment. Charitable 
donations are vital in continuing the  
work carried out by the team, allowing 
them to offer massages, aromatherapy, 
acupuncture and reflexology free of 
charge to patients and their families. 
Therapy sessions also help patients who 
wish to stop smoking or reduce their 
alcohol intake before beginning 
chemotherapy treatment. We will also 
continue to fund art therapy. A cancer 
diagnosis can generate a whole range  
of feelings that some people may find 
difficult to talk about, even with loved 
ones. Art therapy is an outlet for those 
thoughts and feelings. 

You can be part of making all our plans 
and ambitions come to fruition. If you 
would like to know more about any of 
our projects, please get in touch with our 
charity team at appeals@christie.org or  
on 0161 446 3988 or visit our website 
www.christies.org
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