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You are a key part of The Christie  
and, through the Council of Governors, 
influence how The Christie is run. 
Your governors are here to represent 
you at the highest level. If you have 
any suggestions, views or concerns and 
would like to contact your governor 
please get in touch with the 
membership office:

Freepost RSJU-YKAJ-XRLK
The Christie Membership Office
550 Wilmslow Road
Manchester M20 4BX
Tel: 0161 446 8616
Email: members@christie.nhs.uk

How to contact us 
and your governor

We want to hear from you on what being a 
member means to you, how you would like to 
be involved and your feedback on Headlines 
magazine and our regular focus group events. 

Please see pages 10-11 for information on our current 
activities and ways you can get involved. Do get in touch 
to let us know your comments and ideas at  
members@christie.nhs.uk 

If you have friends or family who would like to be 
involved as members, please ask them to fill in the green 
form on the back on this magazine or complete the form 
online at www.christie.nhs.uk/about-us/the-foundation- 
trust/membership

Members also receive Headlines magazine and are invited 
to take part in elections.

Welcome to the new 
edition of Headlines

This year’s Annual Members’ Meeting will be held on 
Thursday 20 July at 2pm with refreshments available 
from 1pm. The venue will be The Christie Auditorium  
in the Education Centre (dept 17). 

As well as the main business of the Annual Members’ 
Meeting, there will be a talk from Dr Jon Bell, consultant 
interventional radiologist and the new governors will be 
announced.

Please RSVP to confirm your attendance by emailing 
the membership office on members@christie.nhs.uk 
or calling 0161 446 8616. 

We look forward to seeing you there!

Invitation to the Annual 
Members’ Meeting

We are interested in your feedback on the content of 
Headlines – if there is something you would like to see  
in the next issue please email our membership office on 
members@christie.nhs.uk 
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Hospital news

The Christie’s new Integrated 
Procedures Unit (IPU) opened  
its doors to patients in April  
after two years of construction 
work came to an end.

The £7.6m IPU is a state-of-the-art unit which brings 
several day-patient services together under one roof 
in the brand new development which has been 
constructed above the hospital’s main Oak Road 
entrance.

It was funded by £4.99m from The Christie 
charity and aims to offer patients a more seamless 
experience with speedier treatment.

Thousands of patients will all receive treatment 
in one place. This will mean less waiting for day-
patients who need to see the Trust’s plastic surgery, 
endoscopy, radiology, pain management or day case 
procedures teams.

The benefits of the unit were explained to staff and 
visitors in a series of guided tours of the new unit 
before an official ribbon-cutting performed by the 
Lord Mayor of Manchester, Cllr Carl Austin-Behan.

He joined patients Sarah Constable from Eccles and 
Norma O’Donnell from Droylsden to cut the ribbon 
in the first floor unit.

The Lord Mayor said: “Here in Manchester everyone 
knows The Christie, and seeing developments like 
this reminds us that we are so lucky to have such a 
centre of excellence on our doorstep.”

They were joined by The Christie’s Chief Executive 
Roger Spencer, its Chair Chris Outram, consultant 
surgeon and clinical lead for the new unit, Malcolm 
Wilson, and the managing director of major charity 
partner Joseph Holt Brewery, Richard Kershaw.

Joseph Holt Brewery contributed £402,000 from 
its centenary charity appeal, marking 100 years of 
charitable partnership with The Christie.

 New Integrated  
 Procedures Unit  
 opens 

Roger Spencer said: “Without the support of our 
fundraisers we wouldn’t be able to bring facilities such 
as the new Integrated Procedures Unit to The Christie.” 

By integrating and expanding treatment services for 
our day-patients, the Trust can eliminate transfers 
between departments and minimise the need for 
overnight stays.

The first patients were treated in the unit in April with 
the final services completing their move into the facility 
by the end of August.

The exterior of the IPU

Members of the IPU staff 

The Lord Mayor of Manchester, Cllr Carl Austin-Behan, 
with Christie Chief Executive Roger Spencer, Chair Christine 
Outram and patients Sarah Constable and Norma O’Donnell



We have 13 public governors who help to make us a successful NHS foundation trust by 
ensuring we meet the needs and expectations of our patients. With over 30,000 members, 
our governors are keen to engage with you to discuss The Christie and listen to any 
suggestions you may have. Here, we talk to our governors Nick Coghlan and Matt Bilney. 

Meet your governors

Nick Coghlan, governor – Wigan
Q. Why did you want to become a governor 
for The Christie and how long have you been 
in post?

A. I have been a governor for two years and  
the reason I wanted this position is that over  
the last 20 years cancer has really affected my 
family and this has moved me to be involved in 
cancer-related issues. It is apparent that there is  
a lack of understanding and a stigma surrounding 
cancer and although it has improved over the 
years there is still a lot of work to do. I believe that 
in my position as a governor, I can help address 
these issues to raise awareness around cancer  
and promote healthier lifestyles.

Q. What do you do as a governor and how 
have you engaged with the members in 
Wigan?

A. In my role as a governor I am in a position 
to help regulate the board and to challenge 
them if they were to stop meeting nationally 
set standards. Every few months I send out a 
letter to members in Wigan to encourage them 
to get more involved in raising awareness of 
issues surrounding cancer. I work for a large 
supermarket and have recently written a letter to 
management in an effort to encourage them to 
engage more with staff about leading healthier 
lifestyles. I have approached my local cancer 
centre to ask them about cancer-related issues 
affecting the local community and discovered 
that lung cancer is prevalent in the Wigan area. 

Following this  
I noticed that there 
are still a lot of people 
smoking so I have 
made this a key issue.

Q. What do you 
hope to achieve as 
a governor in the 
future?

A. To be in a position to carry on helping people 
in regards to cancer. I would also like to help 
groups outside the social norm deal with cancer 
related issues. By this I mean people from 
different ethnic groups and people with disabilities 
because I believe this is an area which can be 
improved on. I have personal experience of this 
with my sister who had learning difficulties and 
cancer. There were lots of issues surrounding her 
care and she deteriorated very quickly. I have 
since worked to improve things so other people 
won’t have to go through what my sister had to.

Q. What have you enjoyed most about being 
the governor for Wigan?

A. I really enjoy meeting like minded people  
who share my passion in regards to cancer. 
Although it has taken a lot of my family, it has 
given me the opportunity to meet some amazing 
people. In my position as a governor, I feel I can 
influence people and help reduce the stigma and 
enhance people’s understanding. 
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Nick Coghlan

Feature story
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Feature story

Matt Bilney, staff governor
Matt has worked at The Christie for more than 
12 years and is passionate about the care that is 
provided at The Christie and is actively involved 
in working to continually improve patient safety 
and experience. 

As lead operational nurse at the Integrated 
Procedures Unit, he sees the pressures faced  
by nurses working on ‘the front line’ on a daily 
basis. 

With experience in ward nursing, as a specialist 
nurse and in nurse leadership roles, Matt is in  
a strong position to understand and represent  
the interests of all nurses through his role as  
a governor. 

Q. How long have you been a governor  
and why did you want to become a 
governor?

A. I started my role last June, so I have been 
a staff governor for a year. The role became 
available when the previous governor retired last 
year, and I thought becoming a governor would 
be an excellent opportunity for me to be able to 
represent the views of the frontline nurses.

Q. What do you do as a governor and  
how have you engaged with members  
of the Trust?

A. As one of four staff governors, my role is to 
represent the views of registered nurses at Council 
of Governor meetings and review performance 
and quality in the Trust. I also sit on the quality 
committee which involves looking at performance 
and clinical quality throughout the Trust. 

Along with the other staff governors, I am in the 
process of developing our engagement plans. 
I am planning to hold regular surgeries where  
I will invite staff to come and meet with me so  
I can be truly representative of all of our staff.

Q. What do you 
hope to achieve as 
a governor in the 
future?

A. As a governor  
I want to ensure that 
I can represent staff 
making sure that their  
views are incorporated into the direction of  
the Trust.

Q. What do you enjoy most about being  
a governor?

A. I enjoy meeting with the public governors and 
catching up with them about what they have been 
doing within their constituencies and hearing 
about the important work going on throughout  
the wider organisation.

Do you have any questions  
for your governor?
You can contact your governor via the membership 
office on members@christie.nhs.uk or 0161 446 8616

Are you interested in 
becoming a governor?
If you would like more information on vacancies and 
the role of a governor, please contact Louise Westcott 
on louise.westcott@christie.nhs.uk or 0161 446 3043

Matt Bilney

 I thought becoming a governor would 
be an excellent opportunity for me to be 
able to represent the views of the front 
line nurses. 
Matt Bilney



Hospital news

Project launched to recruit army  
of ‘cancer champions’
A groundbreaking scheme is underway to recruit an 
army of volunteers to help prevent people getting 
cancer.

The ambitious project aims to recruit 10,000 ‘cancer 
champions’ by 2018 who will spread key health 
messages in their communities and become involved 
in other activities that help people lead healthier 
lives.

Cancer champion Gilbert Morgan, who was given 
the all-clear from prostate cancer in 2014, said: “It’s 
easy to get involved and it’s very rewarding to be 
able to help people look after themselves.”

The project is the work of Greater Manchester 
Cancer Vanguard Innovation, a two-year 
programme aimed at radically improving cancer 
outcomes in Greater Manchester and Eastern 
Cheshire.

Vanguard Innovation is part of Greater Manchester 
Cancer, the cancer programme of Greater 
Manchester Health and Social Care Partnership, 
and is based at The Christie but involves health 
professionals from across the city region.

If you would like to find out more about becoming 
a cancer champion, please visit www.vsnw.org.uk/
become-a-cancer-champion

Care Quality Commission rates us  
as the top specialist trust in England
A report by the Care Quality 
Commission (CQC) following the 
end of its current programme 
of NHS acute comprehensive 
inspections has found The 
Christie to be the top specialist 
trust in England and one of the 
best three trusts overall.

‘The State of Care in Acute 
Hospitals 2014 to 2016’ was 

published in March. The CQC 
inspected and rated 265 
non-specialist hospitals (sites 
or locations) and 27 specialist 
hospitals.

The Christie was the only 
specialist hospital to be rated as 
outstanding in four out of five 
of the CQC inspection criteria – 
effectiveness, care, leadership and 

responsiveness – with the safety  
of services rated as good. 

 It’s easy to get involved and it’s very 
rewarding to be able to help people look 
after themselves. 
Gilbert Morgan

Project Lead Ben Gilchrist with cancer champions Zoe Ashworth and Gilbert 
Morgan and Jon Rouse, Chief Officer of Greater Manchester Health and 
Social Care Partnership, at the recruitment launch 
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Palatine ward goes for gold 
Palatine Ward achieved Christie 
CODE gold status in January, 
making it the fourth ward to 
show exceptional standards  
of care to meet the requirements 
of the CODE framework. 

The CODE panel was particularly 
impressed by the fantastic efforts 
and solidarity of the ward team 
given the challenges it faced 
two years ago in merging two 
separate teams with different 
working cultures.

Hospital news
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The Christie at Tameside
The Christie has launched a 
new chemotherapy service at 
Tameside Hospital for patients 
from Tameside and Glossop.

Based at the new £1.8m 
Tameside Macmillan Unit, Christie 
nursing staff will be treating 
up to 20 patients a day, three 
days a week, in a new six-chair 
chemotherapy suite. 

The new centre will also provide 
a palliative care consulting room, 
complementary therapy room 
and prosthesis and wig-fitting 
areas.

Previously patients from Tameside 
and Glossop could access 
chemotherapy on The Christie’s 
mobile chemotherapy unit in 
Hyde or at Ashton Primary Care 
Centre one day a week. 

For further details watch this 
short video clip here https://cht-
easycast.xchristie.nhs.uk/videos/
kelly-farrell/ Christie chemotherapy nursing staff outside new unit

Christie Chief Executive Roger Spencer with Palatine ward staff
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Annual Highlights 2016/17

It’s been another year of achievements for The Christie.  
Our commitment to pursue innovation and progression and  
to continue to provide world-class care and treatment for all  
our patients is stronger than ever.

Annual highlights

We were delighted to receive an ‘outstanding’ 
rating from the health watchdog the Care 
Quality Commission (CQC) which not only 
rated us as the best specialist hospital in the 
country, but one of the best three overall. 

It made special mention of our friendly and open 
culture and our commitment to excellence that 
filters through every area of the Trust. 

This achievement is a result of the continued and 
consistent striving for excellence that is core to the 
values and ideals of the Trust, something that led 
to us being named the most 
technologically advanced 
cancer centre in the world 
outside North America by 
website Top Masters in 
Healthcare.

Developments this year saw the opening of a new 
MRI suite that is home to a state of the art 3T 
scanner offering a powerful magnification that can 
capture exceptional amounts of detail, as well as 
a new PET CT scanner for Christie patients in the 
north of Manchester at Wigan. 

We also opened our new £7.6m Integrated 
Procedures Unit which brings five day patient 
services together under one roof offering patients 
a more seamless experience with shorter waiting 
times, speedier treatment and minimising the need 
for overnight stays.One of the new MRI scanning rooms

The Integrated Procedures Unit
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Annual highlights

We continue to roll out our 
outreach and satellite services 
to provide care closer to home 
for patients. This year saw 
the fifth anniversary of The 
Christie at Salford radiotherapy 
service, and in partnership with 
Macmillan Cancer Support 
and Tameside Hospital NHS 
Foundation Trust, we launched 
a new Christie at Tameside 
chemotherapy service at 
Tameside Hospital, which will 
treat up to 20 patients a day, 
three days a week.

Inside The Christie at Tameside chemotherapy unit

We continue to play a pivotal 
role in cancer care, treatment 
and education nationally, 
and our Executive Medical 
Director, Professor Chris 
Harrison was appointed 
NHS England’s new National 
Clinical Director for Cancer 
working to implement the 
national five year cancer 
strategy. 

Two of our consultants, 
Professor Nick Slevin and Mr 
Vijay Sangar have also been 
appointed as chairs of national 
clinical 
reference 
groups for 
radiotherapy 
and 
specialised 
cancer 
surgery. 

Three consultants from The Christie were 
made professors in 2016. Fiona Blackhall, 
Paul Lorigan and Tim Somervaille have 
all been honoured with professorships 
from The University of Manchester and 
Professor Catharine West has been 
awarded the prestigious Weiss Medal for 
services to Radiobiology. 

She joins an elite group of scientists to 
receive such an honour. Only 35 people 
have received the medal since it was first 
awarded in 1972. The medal is awarded 
following a nomination by the Chairman 
of the Association for 
Radiation Research 
and celebrates the 
pioneering radiation 
chemistry research 
that Professor J Weiss 
undertook from the 
1930s onwards.

Chris Harrison Fiona Blackhall

Our collaborative 
work as part of 
the national cancer 
vanguard to improve 
early diagnosis and 
detection of cancer, 
along with driving 
improvements in 
clinical outcomes, 
has seen a number 
of innovative 
initiatives take shape, 
including GP learning 
modules to support 
GPs in diagnosing 
cancer, and an 
ambitious project 
that aims to recruit 
10,000 ‘cancer 
champions’ by 2018 
who will spread key 
health messages.

Work also started on the building of a pioneering radiotherapy 
machine. The MR-guided linear accelerator (linac) is one of only 
seven in the world and will enable The Christie to deliver more 
targeted and more personalised radiotherapy for our patients. 

Our high energy proton beam therapy centre, the first of its kind in 
the UK, is on track to open to patients in summer 2018.

We have been at the forefront of advanced research for our 100 year 
plus history and research continues to be a core component of our 
vision. So we were proud to be selected to lead a pioneering study 
aimed at helping patients who either fail to respond, or become 
resistant to chemotherapy. We are one of only four sites worldwide 
to offer this first of its kind trial to patients.

The magnet for the MR linac is lowered into place
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As always the work of our experts has received lots of media attention over the last few months

MAKING THE

 HEADLINES
Patient Bob is a clinical trials 
success story
National, local and broadcast media picked up  
a story about lung cancer patient, Bob Berry 
who responded phenomenally well to a clinical 
trial that he was taking part in. 

Bob and his consultant Dr Matt Krebs and 
Professor Andrew Hughes, chair in experimental 
cancer medicine, were interviewed on national 
and local TV and radio about it. Phil and Holly 
also discussed the story on ITV’s This Morning. 

Bob Berry 
Dr Matt Krebs being interviewed  
on Granada Reports

Our spectacular annual charity 
ball was held in March at the 
refurbished Principal hotel in 
Manchester city centre. 

The event was attended by  
a host of celebrity guests including 
stars of Coronation Street, 
Emmerdale and Hollyoaks, as well 
as two medal-winning Olympians. 

The event raised £170,000 
which will go towards funding 
an advanced 3D interventional 
radiology machine in the new 
Integrated Procedures Unit, that  
will improve treatment and survival 
rates for patients. 

We secured coverage in a number 
of national newspapers as well as 
local press and lifestyle magazines. 

Christie patient 
undergoes cancer 
op aged 102
Great-grandmother Adelaide 
Kershaw had life-saving surgery 
at The Christie, at the age of 
102. She was diagnosed with a 
rare form of skin cancer and had 
a lump the size of a tangerine 
removed from her forehead, 
followed by a skin graft. 

Coverage was secured in local 
and national press and Damir 
Kosutic, Adelaide’s consultant, 
did an 
interview 
on BBC 
North 
West 
Tonight.

Adelaide Kershaw

Christie charity ball

Dr Jon Bell, consultant in interventional radiology and BBC 
Match of the Day 2 and 5 live Sport host, Mark ‘Chappers’ 
Chapman who hosted the ball

Sarah Jayne Dunne and  
Ali Bastian (Hollyoaks)
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There are many people who make up The Christie, from the staff who work here and the 
patients we treat, to those who generously and loyally support our work. All these people 
play a huge part in The Christie’s success and will continue to help influence and shape our 
future. To read more, please visit the website: www.christie.nhs.uk/blog

The Christie blog

The Christie blog

who weren’t so lucky to catch it in 
time, treatment and palliative care. 
Closest to my heart is my father, 
Geoff Cowey, who passed away to 
bile duct cancer in October 2014.

My dad was just 59 when he died. 
He had chemotherapy and follow-up 
treatment at The Christie, but sadly 
his cancer was very advanced and 
complicated. I went with him to a lot 
of his appointments. I was terrified 
I would see him in pain, scared 
and hooked up to drips on a bleak 
hospital ward. It wasn’t like that 
at all. The staff were friendly, and 
we ended up having a right laugh 
sometimes. There was a kind of 
‘Blitz spirit’ among patients. I really 
believe it is because The Christie is  
a very special place.

After losing dad I broke down and 
was eventually diagnosed with 
postnatal depression (my son was  
18 months old at this point) and 
post traumatic stress disorder. I knew 
my tiny son and husband needed 
me. I knew something needed to 
change, I needed a focus.

One evening I thought ‘enough is 
enough’. I wanted to feel better and 
start living again. I also felt a huge 
desire to give something back to the 
people who had helped my dad and 
my family so much. So I went online 
and entered the Manchester 10k 
run. Six months after losing dad, I 
and members of my family ran our 
first 10k, both in his memory and for  
The Christie. We were so pleased 
that something positive could come 
from something so tragic.

I gradually rediscovered what it 
felt like to be happy again. Of 
course, I’ve had the odd injury and 
frustrating times, but I am so grateful 
for what running has given me that  
I can’t ever see myself giving up.

The Christie is such an amazing place 
and I will always, support them and 
raise funds for them, for the rest of 
my life. We’ve raised almost £6,000 
in my dad’s memory so far and 
our plan is to just keep going, keep 
running. 

When someone you love receives 
a terminal cancer diagnosis, your 
world crumbles and you very quickly 
learn to live in the moment, because 
you have no control over your future. 

What the 
team at 
The Christie 
taught 
us was 
that, while 
tomorrow 
could not be 
guaranteed, 
today could 
at least  
be ok.

The Christie has been there for my 
family time and time again over the 
last 20 years or so and our story 
goes like this. Within my family are 
carriers of the BRCA1 gene. Female 
carriers have a greatly increased 
lifetime risk of breast and ovarian 
cancer, and male carriers have an 
increased risk of prostate cancer. 

In recent years there has been much 
publicity regarding this gene, with 
celebrities such as Angelina Jolie 
announcing they carried it and 
would undergo preventative surgery.

In my family, we do what we can 
to not let this gene affect the 
way we live our lives. My female 
relatives with a positive BRCA1 result 
have had preventative surgery i.e. 
double mastectomies and removal 
of ovaries. I include myself in this; 
I had a double mastectomy and 
reconstruction in 2011, aged 29,  
and I plan to have my hysterectomy 
in summer 2017. 

The Christie has been there for 
my family in terms of counselling, 
information, recovery and, for those 

 We’ve raised 
almost £6,000 in  
my dad’s memory 
so far 
Louise Wilce

Geoff Cowey

Louise and family running for The Christie



Membership update

Patient focus groups
We hold regular patient focus groups to get 
members’ opinions and feedback on a range  
of topics and we’d love for more of you to  
get involved. 

Recent topics for discussion have included 
chemotherapy services, the new Oak Road entrance 
and facilities, the language we use when we talk 
about cancer and your thoughts on The Christie’s 
defining moments. 

We are looking at running some focus groups  
at satellite centres such as Salford and Oldham as 
well as some later afternoon/early evening events  
so that a wider range of people are able to attend 
and give their thoughts and opinions. 

If you aren’t currently receiving the invites to the 
focus groups and would like to be included then 

please send us an email to members@christie.nhs.uk 
marked ‘focus group sign up’.

PLACE assessment
Our members are also invited to take part in the 
annual PLACE (patient led assessments of the care 
environment) assessment. 

This year’s assessment took place in April and  
17 members joined staff to visit and check various  
areas of the hospital, looking at cleanliness, state  
of repair, quality of food, accessibility and much 
more. 

This input and engagement from our members  
is absolutely vital and ensures we have an objective 
and thorough assessment of The Christie’s 
environment from the patient perspective. 
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Get involved!

Patient feedback helps shape our services Our PLACE assessment ensures we are constantly improving our environment

How to make the most of being a Christie member

As a member, there are many ways you can get involved with The Christie. 
Reading Headlines and attending the Annual Members’ Meeting are just  
a couple of ways, but if you want to get more involved there are plenty  
of opportunities to make your voice heard. 



Christie defining moments
The Christie has a long history of innovation, 
discovery and research and we are currently working 
on a project to create a list of the key Christie 
achievements and proud moments. 

We would like your thoughts on what these defining 
moments should be – it can be anything from the 
caring staff to being the first hospital in the world to 
use the breast cancer drug Tamoxifen. 

Email members@christie.nhs.uk with your thoughts 
on what should be included.

Membership update

Focus on volunteering 
Another way of getting involved with The Christie is 
by joining us as a volunteer. We currently have over 
170 volunteers working across the Trust in a wide 
range of roles.

Available positions will be advertised online at  
www.christie.nhs.uk/professionals/work-with-us/
volunteers so please check the website regularly  
for new opportunities. 

Volunteers enjoying a coffee morning at The Christie

If you have any other ideas of how you members can get more involved then we’d love to hear from you – 
email us at members@christie.nhs.uk
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Go digital
Emails Help us save on postage and please 
let us know your email address. If you don’t 
currently receive emails from us please contact  
us at members@christie.nhs.uk and we can 
update your record.

E-newsletters Some of our members and 
volunteers have told us they would like to 
know more about what’s happening at the 
trust. We are considering sending out quarterly 
e-newsletters to members with key updates and 
news to keep you informed. 

Please let us know what you think about this idea 
and what sort of information you would like to 
see included by emailing members@christie.nhs.uk

Meet our volunteers – 
Tony Phillips
 Tony has been a 
volunteer at The Christie 
for three years and has 
worked helping staff 
and patients on Ward 
1, and most recently in 
outpatients. Tony said:  
“I really enjoyed the 
chats I had with the 
patients on Ward 1, as 
they all had interesting 

life experiences to share. I also appreciated that I 
had been through something similar to them as I 
was treated at The Christie for chronic lymphocytic 
leukaemia (CLL) five years ago, and I could tell them 
they were in the best possible hands.”

In outpatients, Tony takes patients’ notes round to 
the various clinics, hands out patient questionnaires 
and of course, enjoys chatting to patients.

He added: “All the staff are lovely, as are my fellow 
volunteers, and I enjoy meeting and helping the 
patients. I want to carry on volunteering at The 
Christie as long as I can and I am happy that I can 
participate in a small way to the work of a fantastic 
institution. I would have to describe The Christie as  
a place where miracles are performed.”



Play The Christie Charity Weekly Lottery
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Charity update

Vicky, who is now a clinical research nurse, 
was working in Policy and Public Affairs for the 
Terrence Higgins Trust in London when she found 
a cancerous lump in her breast, just two months 
before her wedding. Within 10 days she began 
her treatment at Kings College London Hospital, 
then had chemotherapy and radiotherapy after her 
honeymoon in September 2007.

Vicky went back to work in March 2008 where 
she felt that she was in need of a career change, 
before enrolling on a post graduate diploma course 
in nursing. Following a placement at The Christie, 
Vicky returned to London to complete the rest of her 
diploma and become a fully qualified nurse, moving 
to Manchester in August 2012 to join the team at 
The Christie.

Thank you for joining Team Christie, Vicky! 

For further information about events you can  
take part in for The Christie charity, please visit 
www.christies.org/events

10k for 10 years 
Christie nurse, Vicky Sheard took on the Great Manchester Run in May, 
as part of Team Christie, to mark the 10 year anniversary of her breast 
cancer diagnosis.

Play The Christie’s Weekly Lottery for a chance to win a life-changing 
£25,000 AND help our patients.

Every £1 line you play helps fund The Christie’s 
life-changing work and gives you the chance to 
win cash prizes up to a whopping £25,000!

When you buy a £1 line a minimum of 50p goes 
directly towards giving our patients the very best 
cancer treatment and care at The Christie. The 
money we raise through the weekly lottery also 
funds research projects and clinical trials of new, 
potentially life-saving cancer drugs, so when you 

play you’re helping 
patients take on 
cancer and win. 

It’s simple to join, 
just visit www.
christies.org/lottery 
and click on the link 
to sign up.

Vicky and her husband Tim who completed the run with her
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Charity update

It’s been six months since we 
launched our ‘I did it for The 
Christie’ campaign and a lot has 
happened in that time with our 
fantastic fundraisers using our 
campaign sticker and the hashtag 
#ididitforthechristie being spread  
far and wide. 

We are now moving into the next phase of the 
campaign where we will be focusing on where our 
fundraisers’ money is going and how it is helping 
our cancer patients, so look out for our case studies 
on social media showcasing a number of projects 
that have been funded by the charity, as well as 
some fantastic new posters around the hospital. 

Don’t forget you can visit our campaign webpage 
www.christies.org/ididitforthechristie to find all  
sorts of ideas and inspiration on how you can get 
involved in supporting the charity from staging an 
office Olympics to entering a team in one of our 
sporting events. 

 I did it for The Christie  
 campaign update 

Fundraisers Andrew Wallenfang and Alyson Slattery back the campaign

Christie photographer, Dionne 
Cyprus has had the backing 
from a host of world class 
drummers including Joe 
Donovan from Blossoms, Chad 
Smith (Red Hot Chilli Peppers) 
and Nick Mason (Pink Floyd), 
for her Beat it! fundraising 
campaign, to raise funds for The 
Christie, where her husband was 
treated for testicular cancer. 

They have posed for portrait 
photographs that Dionne will 
exhibit at an auction along with 

signed drum ware to raise vital 
funds for the charity.

“After witnessing my husband’s 
struggle through two separate 
incidents of testicular cancer, I 
decided to give something back 
to the hospital that helped us 
through such a difficult time. 
Chris is now in remission, and 
we will be forever grateful to the 
staff at The Christie.” 

You can find out more and 
support the campaign by visiting 
www.beat-it-project.org 

Keen drummer is combining her two passions 
to raise cash for The Christie

Dionne, Drew and Chris Cyprus
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Would you like to keep up to date with news and developments and provide feedback to us at  
The Christie? Please complete the following information and return the form to us and we will let you 
know about any projects or opportunities to get involved. Your feedback is important to us and could 
help to guide future decisions. You can also complete this form online at: www.christie.nhs.uk/about-
us/the-foundation-trust/membership

How would you like to be involved? (Please tick all that apply)

Please send me news, updates or information 

Please invite me to focus groups 

Please invite me to committee meetings 

Please send me information on getting involved in projects 

I am happy to share my experiences (internally for staff and students   
or to help us to promote The Christie)

Title: .............. Name: .........................................................................................................................

Address: ...................................................................................................... Postcode: .................

Date of birth:  ........................................................  Gender: M  F 

Telephone:  ............................................................  Mobile:  ........................................................

Email:  .................................................................................................................................................

(Please note that most of our communication will come through email, so it is important  
that you provide us with an email address where possible.)

What is your involvement with The Christie? (Tick as many as apply)

Patient or ex-patient 

Partner or relative of patient 

Volunteer 

Staff member 

Other  Please specify ...........................................................................

Please state your ethnicity (please tick)

White British  Asian/British – Pakistani  Black/British – Caribbean 

White Irish  Asian/British – Bangladeshi  Black/British – African 

Other White Background  Asian/British – Chinese  Black/British – Other 

White & Black Caribbean  Asian/British – Indian  Other Ethnic Group 

White & Black African  Asian/British – Other  Other Mixed Background 

White & Asian 

Please return this form to: 
Freepost RSJU-YKAJ-XRLK, The Christie Membership Office, Wilmslow Road, Manchester M20 4BX

You can also return the completed form by email at members@christie.nhs.uk

The Christie Membership Network – registration form




