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How to contact us
and your governor
You are a key part of The Christie
and, through the Council of Governors,
influence how The Christie is run.
Your governors are here to represent
you at the highest level. If you have
any suggestions, views or concerns and
would like to contact your governor
please get in touch with the
membership office:
Freepost RSJU-YKAJ-XRLK
The Christie Membership Office
550 Wilmslow Road
Manchester
M20 4BX
Tel: 0161 446 8616
Email: members@christie.nhs.uk
You can follow The Christie on
Twitter @TheChristieNHS, or our
charity @TheChristie
You can also become a fan of our
charity Facebook page facebook.com/
TheChristiecharity
And if you’re a member of LinkedIn,
why not connect with The Christie
company profile?
Hear from Christie staff, patients,
volunteers and fundraisers via our weekly
Christie blog www.christie.nhs.uk/blog
Follow our charity on Instagram
@christiecharity
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Welcome to our
new members
We currently have over 30,000 members, this
includes around 2,500 staff members and
approximately 250 volunteer staff at The Christie.
Our members are invited to attend events at The Christie
including our Spotlight events with guest speakers, the
Annual Members’ Meeting and official openings and
open days. Members can also sign up to be part of our
patient experience databank (see back page) and be
invited to focus groups to provide their feedback directly
to hospital staff.
Members also receive a twice yearly Headlines magazine
and are invited to take part in elections.
We are interested in your feedback on the content of
Headlines – if there is something you would like to see
in the next issue please email our membership office
on members@christie.nhs.uk

2017 calendar of events
Annual members’ meeting:
Thursday 20th July, 2pm The Christie auditorium

Patient experience focus groups:
Monday 30th January,
2-4pm

Library seminar room,
education centre, department 17

Thursday 2nd March,
2-4pm

Library seminar room,
education centre, department 17

Tuesday 2nd May,
2-4pm

Seminar room 6,
education centre, department 17

Wednesday 5th July,
2-4pm

Library seminar room,
education centre, department 17

Tuesday 5th September,
2-4pm

Seminar room 6,
education centre, department 17

If you have not previously been invited, please fill in the green
registration form at the back of this magazine and forward it
to the membership office.

Hospital news

The Christie’s CQC rating

Staff celebrated last month when
The Christie received an Outstanding
rating from the Care Quality Commission
(CQC) which praised everyone who
works here. It described the culture at
The Christie as friendly and open.
The CQC is the independent health regulator which
carries out regular inspections of hospitals and care
providers throughout the country.
We are one of the first specialist cancer hospitals
in the country to be awarded the highest accolade
by the CQC which called The Christie ‘exceptional’
and ‘a leader in its field’. Its report highlighted the
effectiveness, care and leadership at the hospital.
The report also praised the ‘commitment to
excellence that filters through every area of the trust’.
The Christie was commended for ‘helping to shape
the future of cancer care’ and for its clinical research
projects which are nationally recognised.

NHS Foundation Trust to be of exceptional quality.
I have no doubt they take great pride in the service
they are providing.
“Staff are highly motivated and speak positively
about the care they provide, and what they told
us is a reflection of the friendly and open culture
at the trust.”
The full report, including ratings,
is available at: www.cqc.org.uk/
provider/RBV.
We are delighted and very proud to have
received an Outstanding rating from the CQC, the
highest we could have been given.
This is testament to the dedicated, expert staff in
every Christie department and site who work
tirelessly to give the very best care and treatment to
our cancer patients. Those patients are at the heart
of everything we do.
Chief Executive, Roger Spencer

Following an inspection of the Trust earlier this
year, the CQC published its report on November
18, 2016. It highly praised The Christie’s overall
service, rating its effectiveness, care, leadership and
responsiveness as outstanding. The safety of its
services is good.
The report looked at medical care, surgery, critical
care, end of life care, outpatients and diagnostic
imaging, chemotherapy and radiotherapy.
Chief inspector of hospitals, Professor Sir Mike
Richards, said: “We found the care at The Christie
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Annual highlights

Annual Members’ Meeting
Some 120 members attended the 2016 Annual Members’ Meeting held on 21st July.
Following a performance from The Christie Choir, Chair Christine Outram was pleased to
report that The Christie has had a great year, with many new developments and progress
in its care, research and education.
Chief Executive Roger Spencer summarised
how in 2015/16 The Christie team has delivered
an outstanding set of results that improve the
outcomes and experiences for cancer patients. All of
the required quality standards were met across the
year, including waiting list targets, and patients have
provided excellent outcome and experience results.
In financial terms, £46.8m has been invested in
new assets, including the upgrade and replacement
of two state-of-the-art linear accelerators. The
upgrades of the patient administration and clinical
information systems have also been completed and
work on the Integrated Procedures Unit is under
way. Furthermore, the new Maggie’s Centre opened
in the summer and work is continuing on the
development of the proton beam therapy centre.
Roger reported that a comprehensive inspection
by the Care Quality Commission (CQC) took place
in May 2016. The commission rated The Christie
‘outstanding’ when it reported back in November.
The Christie has been given a continuity of service
risk rating of 4 – the best possible rating – and a
governance rating of ‘green’.
Peter Latimer, the lead governor for 2015/16,
presented the work of the Council of Governors
for the year to date.
He reported that the membership strategy for
the coming three years has been reviewed by the
Membership and Community Engagement
Committee and the Quality Committee has
continued its focus on patient safety, clinical
effectiveness and patient experience and has helped
to bring about improvements, via the staff team,
following engagement with patients and carers; the
Development and Sustainability Committee
has been involved in the annual planning process
and has provided governor input into capital
programme developments such as the Integrated
Procedures Unit.
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Tim Illidge, professor of targeted therapy and
oncology, was the final speaker. He informed
the meeting about the latest technology and
treatments, the strengths The Christie has in terms
of research (partnering with other organisations),
and the desire to become world leading in proton
beam therapy.

A date for your diary:
The next Annual Members’ Meeting will take
place on:
Date: Thursday, 20th July 2017, 2pm,
The Christie auditorium, education centre,
department 17.
Refreshments are provided and all are welcome
to attend.
Useful links
Visit www.christie.nhs.uk to see the Review
of the Year 2015/16 video.
Full Annual Members’ Meeting minutes can
be found at www.christie.nhs.uk/about-us/
the-foundation-trust/membership/annualmembers-meeting

Introducing your new
governors
The Annual Members’ Meeting was informed
that the following have been elected to serve
as public governors: Roger Bowman (Trafford),
Damian Heron (remainder of England and
Wales), Madeleine Mansfield (Manchester),
Fiona Wolstenholme (Manchester), Derek
Harrison (North West), Jackie Collins (Stockport).

Feature story

Meet your governors
With the election of governors complete for 2016, Headlines
continues its series of profiles of the people voted in by you to be
your representatives on the Council of Governors at The Christie

Fiona Wolstenholme, newly
elected governor for Manchester
When Fiona Wolstenholme read in a previous
edition of Headlines that The Christie was calling
for members to stand for election to be governors,
it came at a difficult time for her and her family.
Fiona had recently lost her father through cancer.
She felt thankful to The Christie for effectively
giving her dad a further four years with his
family as he battled with his illness, and saw the
election as a valuable opportunity to deepen her
involvement with the Trust.
At that time she thought her chances of being
elected were low, but felt strongly that she would
like to give it a try.
At 30, Fiona realises she is probably at the
younger end of the spectrum of people who put
themselves forward to serve as governors of NHS
Foundation Trusts, but hopes that enables her to
bring a different viewpoint.
Fiona’s involvement with The Christie began
with her father’s treatment, but has also seen her
fundraising for The Christie charity through the
creation of her Family Favourites Cookbook.
This project involved contacting several famous
faces – including then Prime Minister David
Cameron – to ask them to share recipes loved
by their households, for inclusion in this charity
cookbook.
To other members considering becoming a
governor at The Christie, Fiona says: “Go for it!”

Fiona Wolstenholme

Fiona recalls that she did not initially feel
she stood a chance of being elected and was
pleasantly surprised when she was. It is a
challenge, she says, to boil your story down to
a short candidate statement, but many people
can identify personal reasons and experiences
that will resonate with other members. As
somebody who has been involved in fundraising,
Fiona is looking forward to learning more about
the ‘bigger picture’ – about how The Christie is
investing in facilities and services that will benefit
patients, and its plans for the future.

Being a governor is a great way to gain an
insight and to make a difference, and the time
commitment for meetings is not extensive.
Fiona Wolstenholme

Do you have any questions
for your governor?
You can contact your governor via the membership
office on members@christie.nhs.uk or 0161 446 8616

Are you interested in
becoming a governor?
If you would like more information on vacancies arising
in 2017 and the role of a governor, please contact
Louise Westcott on louise.westcott@christie.nhs.uk or
0161 446 3043
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MAKING THE

HEADLINES
As always the work of our experts has received lots of media attention over the last few months

Cancer survivorship
Dr Was Mansoor was
interviewed live on national
BBC News and on BBC Radio
Manchester about long term
cancer survivorship following a
report published by Macmillan,
stating that people are now
twice as likely to survive at least
10 years after being diagnosed
with cancer than they were at
the start of the 1970s.

Clinical trial success
Professor John Radford did a live
interview on BBC Radio 5 Live as part of
a piece about former patient Suzanne
England, diagnosed when pregnant six
years ago, and the successful clinical trial
she was on.

Join the
conversation
Richard Brady @researchactive
Many congrats @TheChristieNHS
commendable video explaining
#colorectalsurgery, cancer services,
& patient engagement.
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Twitter
Media Monkeys @
MediaMonkeyChat
Cannot thank the
surgeons & all the
nurses @TheChristieNHS
enough, it looks like my
84 year old mum is going
to be one of the survivors.

£28.5m award for
hospitals in Greater
Manchester
In September, £28.5m was
awarded to Greater Manchester’s
devolved health service to pay
for research into new tests and
treatments. The successful bid,
which involves The Christie and
a number of other hospitals in
Manchester, will see the city being
granted prestigious National
Institute for Health Research
Biomedical Research Centre status.
This was covered by national TV,
print and online media.

Michelle Leeming
@MichelleLeemin2
@TheChristieNHS I
spent hours in that
garden when my
daughter was ill. It’s
beautiful, peaceful
and so appreciated.
Volunteers are
amazing.

Emily Heaney @
emily_heaney
Just had a very
interesting tour of @
TheChristieNHS and
really inspiring talk
about The Christie
CODE! Great start
to @nhsconfed
#confed2016

Membership update

Focus
groups
The Christie membership team
holds a series of focus groups each
year to help gather members’ views

If you are a volunteer, patient,
ex-patient, partner or relative
of a patient, joining our patient
experience databank and taking
part in a focus group is a great
way to have your say in shaping
the direction of cancer service
development and provision.
If you would like to be invited to
a focus group and don’t currently
receive this information please
contact the membership office
on 0161 446 8616.
Most recently, Tom Liptrott,
a data scientist at The Christie
presented on the use of patient
data for research and service
improvement work.
• Tom looks at trends in
treatments and how to
improve what is offered.
If it can be predicted which
patients are most at risk of
side-effects of chemotherapy
such as neutropenic sepsis,
then the patient experience
can be improved
• A problem arises when patients
suffering with side-effects
attend another hospital for
assistance and data is not
passed to The Christie (the NHS

does not operate a uniform/
compatible IT system across
hospitals). Discussions focused
on the benefits/challenges
associated with the sharing
of data
• The broad feeling among
members present, who’d had
a personal or family experience
of cancer treatment, was that
they hoped that others could
benefit in the future, the same
way that their or their family’s
treatment options benefited
from data gathered in past
research.
A focus group was also held by
Jo Ann Hughes, future workforce
engagement and inclusion
manager, on the use of the
equality assessment framework
known as EDS2 (Equality Delivery
System 2), to aid measurement/
improvement against the NHS
equality and diversity agenda.
• ‘Protected characteristics’
stated in the Equality Act
2010 were discussed (age,
disability, gender reassignment,
marriage and civil partnership,
pregnancy and maternity, race,
religion/belief, sex, and sexual
orientation)

• The Trust assesses and grades
its equality performance,
communicating its findings
to patients and inviting
comments
• Areas of Trust achievement
included the design and
delivery of services to meet
the health needs of local
communities. The process
highlighted the continued
development of screening/
health promotion tools but
it was acknowledged that
Public Health England is
the lead body for this type
of work.

Please note you can only
be invited to Focus Groups
if you provide us with your
email address.

07

Feature story

The Christie’s new £6.8m
scanning department opens
The granddaughter of key
fundraiser and former
patient Pat Seed visited
The Christie to open its
new £6.8m MRI suite on
September 22, 2016

Emma Seed said she was
delighted to see her late
grandmother’s legacy living
on. The Christie’s new cutting
edge MRI (magnetic resonance
imaging) suite will provide
patients with the latest in imageguided scanning technology.
The suite houses three new
scanners – two 1.5T (tesla)
scanners and a powerful 3T
scanner which was funded by
£1.65m in donations to The
Christie charity.
The 3T scanner offers ultra-high
resolution and its powerful
magnification can capture
exceptional amounts of detail.
It is more spacious, allowing
patients who suffer from
claustrophobia to be scanned
and it has upgradeable software,
meaning it won’t need to be
replaced for a decade.
Chief Executive of The Christie,
Roger Spencer, said the opening
of the state-of-the-art MRI suite
was the culmination of years of
hard work and he thanked the
donors who had made the vision
become a reality.
And Dr Prakash Manoharan,
The Christie’s consultant
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Emma Seed with Dr Prakash Manoharan

radiologist and nuclear medicine
physician said the new scanners
would greatly enhance the
scanning of cancer patients
and give doctors much clearer
images of tumours. He said:
“Many thousands of people are
going to benefit from this facility
immediately.
“Our patients will have access
to the best and most up-todate imaging technology. The
additional 3T machine will propel
our imaging capabilities to a stateof-the-art onco-MRI department.”
Emma Seed, 25, a medical
photographer from Leeds, cut
the ribbon at the official opening
ceremony of the suite. She said:
“The department looks fantastic.
I never knew my grandmother – I
was born after she died – but it’s
brilliant to see her legacy living on
at The Christie.”
The new unit has been designed
around the four seasons, with
each one of the four scanner
rooms signifying a different

time of the year. Each room is
equipped with a full spectrum
colour-changing LED lighting
system which patients can control
and which the designers believe
helps to lower anxiety levels.
As well as the scanning rooms,
the building also has counselling
facilities, an interview room
and a number of clinical and
administrative areas.
The Pat Seed Appeal Fund
was set up in 1977 by Pat, a
Lancashire journalist. The target
was to raise £500,000 to buy a
CT scanner for The Christie but
this figure was raised to £1.75m
when she was told the hospital
would have to create a purposebuilt department to house it.
After just three years
the target was met and the
scanner installed.
The fund raised millions over
the years and merged with
The Christie charity in 2010.
The remaining funds contributed
to the 3T scanner appeal.

Hospital news

The Christie at Salford celebrates
its fifth birthday
The Christie at Salford celebrated its fifth birthday
in July. The centre, funded by The Christie
charity, was the second in a network of Christie
radiotherapy centres to open, offering patients
treatment closer to home. Previously patients from
Oldham, Salford, Bolton and Wigan could only
access radiotherapy at our main site, which for many
people meant a gruelling two-hour round trip.
In the past five years the centre has gone from
treating 30 patients a day per machine to up to
45 a day per machine (accounting for the
stereotactic service) and now provides the service
over an extended day rather than the initial 8am4pm to accommodate increased demand and
give our patients more flexibility. The service has
grown considerably since it first opened and is now
equipped to treat a wider range of tumours and
cases. Well done, team Salford!

For further information, please contact lead
radiographer, The Christie at Salford, Jane Kimberley
on 0161 918 7801 or email jane.kimberley@christie.
nhs.uk

Visit from the National Cancer
Advisory Group
In August, our senior management team hosted
a highly successful visit from a team of six from the
National Cancer Advisory Group (NCAG). This was
to give them an outline of our plans for the next few
years and a flavour of some of our innovative work.
The NCAG is an influential body which assesses the
progress of the national cancer strategy.
Christie staff described The Christie’s role in the
Greater Manchester Cancer Vanguard, which aims
to improve services and patients’ experience of
their care.
They also gave details of our Enhanced Supportive
Care service which focuses on early access to
specialist support and has earned national
recognition. The visitors were also impressed by a
tour of the proton beam therapy centre site and by
our range of services for teenagers and young adults.

The visit was prompted by an invitation from
Christie medical director for strategy, Professor
Chris Harrison, who is also national clinical director
for Cancer at NHS England.
Christie Chief Executive, Roger Spencer, said of
the visit: “It’s very important to have this sort of
engagement on behalf of the people of Greater
Manchester.”

Members of the National Cancer Advisory Group join Christie executives,
patient representatives and other clinicians
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Hospital news

State of the art cyclotron built for UK’s first
high energy proton centre at The Christie
One of the most advanced pieces of equipment for
the UK’s first NHS high energy proton beam therapy
centre at The Christie has been built and will be
installed in June 2017.
The super-conducting cyclotron is no bigger than a
family car and, due to its high tech design, it is just
a quarter of the weight of many other cyclotron
models.

appropriate for certain cancers in children who
are at risk of lasting damage to organs that are still
growing.
The proton beam therapy centre at The Christie is
currently under construction and due to complete
in 2018. For further information, please visit www.
christie.nhs.uk/services/i-to-q/proton-beam-therapy

This 90-ton powerhouse is capable of accelerating
a proton stream made up of ionized hydrogen gas
to two-thirds the speed of light (over 100,000 miles
per second). That’s fast enough to travel around the
world at the equator in about a quarter of a second,
and fast enough to hit the moon in a little under
two seconds.
Proton beam therapy is a specialist form of
radiotherapy that targets certain cancers very
precisely, increasing success rates and reducing
side-effects. It targets tumours with less damage
to surrounding healthy tissue and is particularly

A cyclotron similar to the one heading for The Christie

The Christie launches
pioneering cancer MSc
In September, our award-winning School of
Oncology launched an MSc Specialist Practice:
Cancer Pathway in partnership with The University
of Manchester for nurses and allied health
professionals working in cancer.
The course will help cancer professionals improve
levels of care for cancer patients, bringing the latest
developments in the lab and classroom to the
bedside.
Associated director of education at The Christie,
Dr Cathy Heaven, said: “For me, the unique aspect
of the programme is that the development of
specialist modules is led by people working in
specialist practice on a daily basis. Our modules are
led by clinicians who could be working in a clinic in
the morning and then developing education in the
afternoon.”
To find out more please visit www.christie.nhs.uk
or email friday.knight@christie.nhs.uk
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This gives students the confidence
to know that when they undertake our
modules the learning is reinforced by
‘real world’ experience.
Dr Cathy Heaven

The Christie blog

The Christie blog
There are many people who make up The Christie, from the staff who work here and the
patients we treat, to those who generously and loyally support our work. All these people
play a huge part in The Christie’s success and will continue to help influence and shape our
future. To read more, please visit the website: www.christie.nhs.uk/blog
referred to The Christie until the
end of that period. I believe that this
delay meant I needed to go through
aggressive chemotherapy and
radiotherapy treatment.

Being filmed
helped me voice
my personal
opinions about
cancer services
Bex Smalley
Posted July 4th 2016 Bex Smalley, Christie patient and patient representative

2015 was a big year for me as I
celebrated 10 years in remission.
This made me stop and think.
I wanted to give back more than
my annual fundraising events so
I started looking online for a more
hands-on approach.
I received an email about an
organisation called Manchester
Cancer who were involved in
something called Vanguard. When
I read more about this I found out
that one of the aims of Vanguard
was to improve cancer care though
early diagnosis and prevention
around the Manchester area.
I immediately knew I wanted to
get involved.
Since then I’ve had a busy time.
I have been involved in lots of
meetings and was asked to be in
a video they were making for a
big event.
The Greater Manchester Cancer
Vanguard event was something that
I felt very privileged to be a part of.
It was centred on making positive
changes to cancer care in Greater

Manchester. To be in a room full of
medical experts, chief executives and
other patients who felt like me was
daunting at first, but every person
there made me feel welcome and
an equal. They kept saying that
patients are at the heart of these
new services.
Before this event I had no idea of the
hard work that was going on to try
to improve the system. Listening to
the consultants and specialists speak
with such passion for change made
me very hopeful for the future.
Being filmed helped me to voice
my personal opinions about cancer
services and to share my own cancer
experience.
When I was 17 years old I
was diagnosed with Hodgkins
Lymphoma. By the time I reached
The Christie I was informed that it
was a stage 4 cancer. My left lung
had collapsed and I had 4 tumours.
This had all happened because I
wasn’t taken seriously by my GP.
I had visited several times over the
course of two years, but wasn’t

I cannot fault the efforts of The
Christie, nor the treatment given to
me at the time. I have since found
out that they no longer use the
chemotherapy I was given as they
have found a less invasive version.
This is a sign of how treatment is
improving. A lot of chemotherapy
leaves people with side effects that
they will suffer with for the rest of
their lives, a common one being
infertility, which is something I was
warned about numerous times.
However, in 2013, against all odds,
I managed to welcome my daughter,
Georgie into the world.
Although I was incredibly lucky to
have my daughter, the problems
I faced were all due to my late
diagnosis. This, along with better
patient aftercare, is very close to
my heart.
Surprisingly, I found that after my
treatment was when I needed help
the most. I’m very pleased that
these are some of the issues that
the Vanguard programme wants to
improve, especially early diagnosis,
as this is essential in the most
important thing – survival!
Being involved in such a large
movement is more than I could have
hoped for just a year ago and I feel
very privileged to be a small part
of the changes being made. It also
gives me a chance to give back to
the hospital, people and charities
that helped save my life.
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Volunteering news

Inspiring volunteers
We have over 250 active volunteers at The Christie working in a variety of
roles, from all backgrounds. Volunteers are aged 16+ and we have many
who have been volunteering with us for 10 years or more.
Shaun Dingsdale joined
The Christie in June this year
as a volunteer in the tea bar.
Here he enjoys serving and talking
to patients. His involvement first
began with The Christie in 2010
when he was diagnosed with
Hodgkin lymphoma and treated
with chemotherapy and a stem
cell transplant.
Although weakened by this he
managed to walk again in 2012.
Shaun’s positivity and belief in
The Christie and in maximising
life’s opportunities is reflected in
his fundraising activities. This year
alone he has raised over £2,000.
Shaun Dingsdale
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Here he is in fancy dress on a
recent walk up Rivington Pike in
Bolton. He has also organised

Volunteers at The Christie
undertake shifts in several
departments across the
Trust.

clinic/ward volunteers to drivers,
charity/tea bar volunteers and
those based in the art room and
complementary therapies.

Our patients benefit from the
gift of their time, and their
enthusiasm, in roles that range
from welcome greeters and

But our volunteers not only
enhance the experience of
patients – they are an important
connection between The
Christie and the
communities it
serves. In return,
we celebrate
long service and
the ongoing
contribution
volunteers make.

bike rides and football matches,
as he seeks to give as much back
to the Trust as he feels it has given
him. Shaun also now boasts a
Christie tattoo which he had done
when he was given the all clear
five years after the completion
of his treatment. Shaun has also
taken time to speak about his
experiences in the hope that
others might benefit from hearing
his story.
More fundraising is planned for
next year including a hike up
Snowdon and a parachute jump.
We want to thank him for being
such a force of encouragement
and energy both around the
hospital and outside it. His story
and continued efforts really are
an inspiration.
Volunteers met up for their
Christmas Coffee Morning
on 7th December, which was
a great opportunity to enjoy
some festive treats, catch up
with the volunteering team
and fellow volunteers and pick
up a raffle prize.
There was also a Tea Bar
Get Together held on 2nd
December, which was a
valuable chance to have the
many volunteer servers meet
up and get to know their
colleagues from other shifts in
the May Draper Tea Bar.

Charity update

Events calendar 2017
The Christie Tower Run

26th February 2017

The Christie Charity Ball

18th March 2017

The Christie Firewalk

30th March 2017

Greater Manchester Marathon

2nd April 2017

Daredevil parachute jump day

8th – 9th April 2017

London Marathon

23rd April 2017

Junior and Mini Great Manchester Run

27th May 2017

Great Manchester Run – 10k and half
marathon distances

28th May 2017

Great North Swim

9th – 11th June 2017

If you would like more information about any of the events listed
above please visit www.christies.org/events or get in touch with
our events team on 0161 446 3400 or events@christies.org

Make A Will Week update
September saw the arrival of the seventh year of
Make A Will Week, which aims to raise awareness
of the importance of making and updating wills
to reflect life changes such as getting married,
having children, buying a house and retirement.
This year, 43 solicitors across the North West
waived their will-writing fees in return for a
donation to The Christie.
Gifts in wills have played an important role in the
history of The Christie. The Christie was founded
in 1901 with the support of a gift left in a will
and they’ve been making a huge difference ever
since. Today, the equivalent of one in three of our
projects is funded by gifts in wills every year, so
we really do rely on them.

Make a Will Week helps individuals to take the
important step of writing a will and we look
forward to updating you with how much this
year’s campaign has raised.
Meanwhile, if you have any questions about
gifts in wills, or next year’s Make A Will week
campaign, please contact Gary Kelly on 3178 or
email legacy@christies.org
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Charity update

Company nominations
The Christie charity receives fantastic support from
companies across the whole of the North West.
Company donations enable us to fund many vital
projects throughout the hospital. Support is in a
variety of ways; by choosing us as their Charity of
the Year, sponsoring an event or donating raffle and
auction prizes.
We want to know who you know… is there anyone
you know who could nominate The Christie charity
as the chosen charity at their workplace, or donate
a prize? A simple nomination can lead to amazing
things. In 2013 we were nominated by an employee
as Wilko’s Charity of the Year and they went on to
raise a massive £160,000!
We also have an excellent opportunity for a small
number of companies to be official sponsors of our
annual Christie Charity Ball 2017.
Outside the Wilko’s store with Christie Bear

For more information please contact the
corporate fundraising team on 0161 446 3988
or companies@christies.org

I did it for The Christie
What will you do?
‘I did it for The Christie’ is our exciting new charity campaign.
Whether it’s baking a cake, jumping out of a plane, getting
friends to ‘like’ our charity Facebook page or holding a Cuppa
for The Christie, every piece of support, big or small, helps to
make a difference to cancer patients’ lives.
The new campaign celebrates our existing supporters’
achievements, while inspiring more people to get involved,
so we can raise even more money and fund even more
developments, services and research.
So get involved, tell everyone that you did it for The Christie
and let’s get even more people on board raising even more
money for our patients and their families.
How to say I did it for The Christie
• ‘Like’ and share our posts on Facebook and Twitter and ask
a friend to do the same
• Add the campaign ‘twibbon’ to your own social media photo.
14

Christie fundraisers

Charity update

Nurse runs seven
marathons in seven
days for The Christie
Not content with one
marathon, staff nurse Emma
Widdowson completed
seven 26-mile runs in seven
days in September.
Inspired by the cancer patients
she nurses every day on our
oncology assessment unit, Emma
took on the mammoth challenge
of running from London to
Manchester in one week, to
raise funds for our charity.
Mum-of-two Emma, from
Bowdon, Cheshire, ran the 182
miles dressed to represent a
different cancer on different days.
One day she wore red for
haematological cancer, another
day purple for melanoma, and she
even ran one marathon distance
in her bra for breast cancer.
Her challenge began on 17th
September in London and her
route took her from Notting Hill,
through St Albans, Rugby and
Macclesfield, finishing here at
The Christie on Friday 23rd
September where she was
greeted by cheering family,
friends and colleagues.

Emma said: “I was so inspired
talking to my friend Mark, hearing
about the challenges he has
faced as an inpatient on the
haematology ward. He has faced
many hurdles and fought this
battle so bravely, as have many
of my amazing patients who
I have grown so fond of.”

I want to thank everyone
who has supported me.
All the money we raised will
go towards developing better
patient treatment and care at
The Christie where I am so
proud to be a nurse.
Emma Widdowson
Emma has smashed her original
fundraising target of £10,000 and
sporting events manager for

Emma Widdowson

The Christie charity, Lucy Naylor,
said: “Tackling the immense
physical challenge of completing
seven marathons in seven days is
simply inspirational. People like
Emma not only take on such
impressive fundraising feats
themselves but also motivate
others to get out there and raise
vital funds for The Christie. Emma
has been fantastic, we are very
proud of her.”
You can support Emma by
donating to her Just Giving page
at justgiving.com/fundraising/
Emma-Widdowson1

One of her patients, friend Mark
Bryant, 38, from Rhos-on-Sea,
north Wales, joined her for the
last 5km as she ran into the
hospital grounds and her proud
daughters Isabella, seven, and
Amelie, four, crossed the finishing
line with her.
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The Christie patient experience databank – registration form
We are compiling a databank of individuals who are interested in giving their feedback about their
experience at The Christie. If you would like to join this databank please complete and return the
form below.
We will make every effort to match people to suitable projects, so this means we cannot guarantee
when we will contact you to ask for your support. We will review the databank every year. However,
if you feel unable to continue to take part, or no longer wish to be a ‘member’, you can ask for your
name to be removed at any time.
Name:..................................................................................................................................................
Address:..............................................................................................................................................
Telephone: Daytime ..................................................

Evening ........................................................

Email: (must be provided to be invited to focus groups) .....................................................................
Date of birth: ............................................................

Sex: Male  Female 

What times are usually available? (tick all that apply)
Daytime 

Evenings 

Weekends 

Do you have any special needs (for example difficulties with access, illness, hearing or sight)
Yes  (please give details below) No 
.............................................................................................................................................................
What is your involvement with the Christie? (Tick as many as apply)
Patient



Ex-patient



Partner or relative of patient



Volunteer



Other

 Please specify............................................................................

What would you be interested in? (Tick as many as apply)
Getting involved in committees (i.e. attending for monthly meetings)



Getting involved in projects (a number of meetings over a short time)



Taking part in our patient experience focus groups



Talking about your experiences with students and staff



To which of these ethnic groups do you belong? (please tick)
White British

White & Black African

Asian/British – Pakistani

Black/British – Caribbean

White Irish

White & Asian

Asian/British – Bangladeshi

Black/British – African

Other White
Background

Other Mixed Background

Asian/British – Chinese

Black/British – Other

White & Black
Caribbean

Asian/British – Indian

Asian/British – Other

Other Ethnic Group

Please return this form to:
Freepost RSJU-YKAJ-XRLK, The Christie Membership Office, Wilmslow Road, Manchester M20 4BX
016
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