
The Christie Alumni Association 
We care, we discover, we teach 

The Christie Alumni Newsletter  Issue 1 – November 2016  

As part of our 120 year celebrations we are pleased to launch the Christie Alumni with this inaugural newsletter.  

Members will receive a newsletter 3 times a year containing news and updates from the Christie and stories from staff 
members past & present. If you have information that you would like to share with the group then please let us know! 

Further Information 

For more information please contact Diane Byrne on diane.byrne@christie.nhs.uk or +44 (0)161 918 2445  

Aims of the alumni 

 Connecting past and present Christie staff and trainees 

 Sharing and learning from our professional activities 

 Promoting member activity nationally and internationally 

 Organising a range of networking opportunities and social events 

Welcome to The Christie Alumni Association 

On behalf of the Christie, I am delighted to welcome you to the inaugural Christie 
Alumni Newsletter. 

It is a great privilege for us at the Christie to have friends in  the UK and around the 
world who are making important contributions in the field of cancer and are able to 
maintain an  attachment to our great Institute. 

We are in a time of exciting new development at the Christie with our recently built 
Manchester Cancer Research Centre, our well established satellite departments in 
Salford and Oldham, the successful expansion of  our early phase clinical trials unit and 
the commencement of our national Proton Service in 2018. 

We hope as the Christie Alumni Association flourishes, we can not only renew old 
friendships but develop fruitful new partnerships with colleagues and institutes across 
the UK and around the world.  

Roger Spencer, Chief Executive - The Christie 

Welcome from the Alumni Chair 

The Christie Hospital has a proud history of nurturing, training of a wide range of health care 

professionals, many of whom have contributed to the development of cancer services over 

long and distinguished careers. Christie alumni have a history of:  

 Leading the way in clinical treatment and care  

 Delivering research that improves the understanding and treatment of cancer  

 Advancing medical education 

The Christie alumni aims to build on, and continue, links between all of those associated 

with The Christie. We will provide a regular newsletter which will allow Christie members to 

keep up to date with other members across the globe. We also hope to organise some 

alumni events in the years ahead. 

Professor Richard Cowan, Director of Education (Alumni Chair) 
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We care... 

Maggie’s Centre 

Designed by world renowned architect Lord Norman 
Foster, the Maggie’s Centre opened in May 2016 on 
the grounds of The Christie. Following the ideas about 
cancer care originally laid out by Maggie Keswick 
Jencks, Maggie’s Centres provide practical, emotional 
and social support to people with cancer and their 
family and friends.  
 
The Centre has been developed by Maggie’s to 
enhance the care and support already on offer at The 
Christie as the number of people living with cancer 
increases and support becomes even more important.  
 
https://www.maggiescentres.org/our-centres/maggies-
manchester/   

Proton Beam Therapy Centre 

Working collaboratively with Central Manchester University 
Hospitals NHS Foundation Trust, Salford Royal NHS 
Foundation Trust and the Department of Health,  
 
The Christie will house one of only two high energy NHS proton 
beam therapy centres providing a pioneering service to the 
North West.  
 
We are very excited about its progress and the building is due 
for completion in 2018.  
 
The proton was discovered in Manchester by Sir Ernest 
Rutherford in the early 20th Century. The potential for treating 
patients with protons was realised as long ago as 1946 when 
physicist Robert R Wilson described the potential use of the proton with its sharp Bragg peak to target tumours.  You can 
find out more about the history of proton beam therapy at http://www.christie.nhs.uk/services/i-to-q/proton-beam-therapy/
development-of-proton-beam-therapy/ 
 
You can see news and progress related to the build on our website at http://www.christie.nhs.uk/services/i-to-q/proton-
beam-therapy/what-s-new-and-progress-so-far/ 

Moving care closer to home... 

Mobile Chemotherapy Units 

Established in 2013, The Christie Outreach team, visits 
Rochdale, Trafford, Hyde, Chadderton and Bolton with 
a team of Christie chemotherapy nurses administer 
selected treatments closer to patients homes 

 

Satellite Centres 

The Christie at Oldham was the first in a unique 
network of Christie radiotherapy centres, where 
patients can access first class radiotherapy treatment 
from experts, but much closer to home.  
 
The Christie at Salford is the second in our network of 
radiotherapy centres. In addition to treating common 
cancers, it is one of only a handful of centres in the UK 
that is equipped to deliver stereotactic radiosurgery, a 
highly specialised neurosurgical technique for brain 

cancers.  

http://www.christie.nhs.uk/services/i-to-q/proton-beam-therapy/development-of-proton-beam-therapy/
http://www.christie.nhs.uk/services/i-to-q/proton-beam-therapy/development-of-proton-beam-therapy/
http://www.christie.nhs.uk/services/i-to-q/proton-beam-therapy/what-s-new-and-progress-so-far/
http://www.christie.nhs.uk/services/i-to-q/proton-beam-therapy/what-s-new-and-progress-so-far/
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We discover... 

Surgical Education 

Since inception in 2010, The Christie School of Oncology has 
developed a portfolio of skill based surgical educational courses to 
meet the training needs of medical students, junior and senior 
surgeons.  
 
We run the Royal College Membership course and our own Christie 
FRCS course.  These preparatory courses have been running 
successfully twice a year since 2012. As a result of this, we have 
published the only book available for the FRCS, ‘FRCS (General  
Surgery):  A Road to Success’. Our course is endorsed by RCS Ed. 
 
The Master in Surgery (Mch) qualification in minimal access surgery 
and surgical oncology was set up last year through Edge Hill 
University and alongside this we have established an International Fellowship via collaborations in India through the 
national board of examinations. This Fellowship will provide the opportunity for the selected trainee through the national 
process to work at Christie as a Fellow for a year whilst studying for Mch, the second year is spent at the Sir Ganga Ram 
Hospital in Delhi and enables the candidate to appear for the fellowship at the National Board. 

 
All these activities have been possible at The Christie due to collaborative work with Doctors Academy, The Royal College 
of Surgeons of Edinburgh, industry partners (mainly Ethicon & Olympus), Edge Hill University and University of 
Manchester. In future, we plan to expand Internationally, including the emerging markets in the Indian subcontinent as 
there is an unmet need to set up educational activities in collaboration with local institutions. 

We teach... 

Manchester Cancer Research Centre (MCRC) 

Our new laboratory research facility was opened last year and now 
accommodates fully staffed Manchester Cancer Research Centre 
(MCRC) laboratories and Christie researchers. 
  
The Manchester Cancer Research Centre (MCRC) is a unique 
collaboration that brings together the expertise, vision and resources of 
our partner organisations, all of which have formidable individual 
reputations in the fields of cancer treatment and clinical research. 

The Centre was formed in 2006 by The University of 
Manchester, Cancer Research UK and The Christie NHS Foundation 
Trust and has been established as the cancer research arm of 
the Manchester Academic Health Science Centre(MAHSC). It has also been designated as a Cancer Research UK Centre 
of Excellence. Professor Nic Jones was appointed as the inaugural Director. 

Bringing together basic, translational and clinical research, the MCRC partnership provides the integrated approach 
essential to turn research findings in the laboratory into better, more effective, treatments for cancer patients. Building on 
Manchester's strong heritage in cancer research, the MCRC provides outstanding facilities where scientists, doctors and 
nurses can work closely together. 

http://www.christie.nhs.uk/professionals/education/study-days-and-conferences/
https://www.amazon.co.uk/FRCS-General-Surgery-Road-Success/dp/938057326X
https://www.amazon.co.uk/FRCS-General-Surgery-Road-Success/dp/938057326X
http://www.natboard.edu.in/matter.php?notice_id=1784
http://www.mcrc.manchester.ac.uk
http://www.mcrc.manchester.ac.uk/About-Us/Our-Partners
http://www.manchester.ac.uk/
http://www.manchester.ac.uk/
http://www.cancerresearchuk.org/home/
http://www.christie.nhs.uk/
http://www.christie.nhs.uk/
http://www.mahsc.ac.uk/
http://www.cancerresearchuk.org/about-us/what-we-do/research/research-near-you/manchester/
http://www.cancerresearchuk.org/about-us/what-we-do/research/research-near-you/manchester/
http://www.mcrc.manchester.ac.uk/Our-Research/Research-Groups/Cell-Regulation-Group
http://www.mcrc.manchester.ac.uk/Our-Research
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Meet the Steering Group Committee  

Prof. Richard Cowan 
Director, Christie School of 
Oncology 

Prof. Sarah O’Dwyer  
Consultant Surgeon 

Dr Rao Gattamaneni 
Consultant Clinical 
Oncologist 

Dr Mark Saunders 
Consultant Clinical 
Oncologist 

Prof. Peter Trainer 
Consultant Endocrinologist 

Dr Nirmal Gupta 
Retired Deputy Director in 
Clinical Oncology 

Prof. Steve Shalet 
Retired Professor of 
Endocrinology 

Mrs Diane Byrne 
Alumni Secretary 
 

Biography of Dr Nirmal Gupta 

Dr Gupta worked at the Christie between 1968 and 1999. He was appointed as Consultant in Clinical Oncology in 
1975 and became  Deputy Director in Clinical Oncology in 1988.  
 
Having retired from the Christie in 1999, after 30 years, I continued my commitments to the International Atomic Energy 
Agency ( IAEA ) and  World Health Organisation ( WHO ) as an expert advisor to Oncology services in several developing 
countries. In 2006, I became a full member of the International Commission on Radiation Protection Task group ( ICRP ) 
and was involved in the compiling of the  report, “ Secondary Cancer risk in modern Radiotherapy -  Practical 
recommendations .“  
 
Since 1999, I co-authored seven scientific papers including the UK Head and Neck (UKHAN 1) trial.  In 2001, I published 
the Christie results of a 15 year follow-up of a Randomized Clinical trial: “Concomitant Methotrexate  and Radiotherapy in 
Advanced Head and Neck Cancer”.  
 
Over the past 16 years I have been a guest speaker at several International Oncology Conferences (Croatia, Cuba, India, 
Japan, Malaysia, Poland, Switzerland, USA ) presenting Christie treatment results in head and neck malignancy. I enjoy 
photography, travelling, the company of my children and grand-children and the occasional glass of French wine with my 
wife. 


