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‘It is the continued passion,
loyalty and enthusiasm
of our supporters that
has made this a truly
outstanding year.’

WELCOME
Welcome to our Impact Report for
2015/16, highlighting and celebrating
the successes and achievements of
The Christie Charitable Fund.
In the last financial year we raised a
record breaking £15.9 million. This is a
tremendous amount and would not be
possible without our incredibly supportive
and loyal fundraisers and donors.
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The objectives of our charity are to
support the development of cancer
prevention, treatment, research and
education and this year we have met
these objectives by investing in projects
which have improved our patients’ and
carers’ experiences, along with high
quality research programmes.
We have also backed innovation in our
services, and supported the training and
development of staff – all of which helps
us provide better and more effective care
and treatment for our patients.

We would like to thank everyone who
gives their time to raise funds for us and
encourages the wider community to
embrace The Christie charity. We would
also like to thank the volunteers who give
up their time to support the charity by
assisting at events and helping out at the
tea bar in the hospital which is funded by
the charity.
It is the continued passion, loyalty and
enthusiasm of our supporters that has
made 2015/16 a truly outstanding year.
It has allowed us to continue our aim
to improve the care, treatment and
outcomes for patients, and ultimately
bring us a step closer to a future
without cancer.
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This year you helped us
raise a record breaking
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And we made sure that
86p in every pound raised
went directly to benefit patients
and their families.

86p
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THIS IS HOW YOU DID IT

43,500 SUPPORTERS
1,445
92

190

63

7,588
6

355
355 LOCAL BUSINESSES
FUNDRAISED ON
OUR BEHALF

1,445 JOINED US FOR THE
GREAT MANCHESTER RUN

190 PEOPLE LEFT US A
GIFT IN THEIR WILL
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OVER 7,588
PEOPLE TOOK PART IN
SPORTING EVENTS

92 DAREDEVILS LEAPT
OUT OF A PLANE

63 MILES WERE
SWAM ACROSS LAKE
WINDERMERE

477
638

10 CYCLISTS PEDALLED
FROM LONDON TO PARIS

638 NEW COMMUNITY
FUNDRAISERS JOINED US

477 PEOPLE
DONATED THROUGH
PAYROLL GIVING

1 COMPANY DIRECTOR
WAS PELTED WITH
WATER BALLOONS

1,015

36
6,600 PEOPLE GAVE
A REGULAR GIFT
36 HEADS WERE SHAVED

1

1,015 COMMUNITY
EVENTS WERE HELD
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HOW YOU HELPED US
MAKE A DIFFERENCE
The Christie charity delivers projects,
equipment and improvements that are
over and above what the NHS funds,
enabling us to give patients access to
the best care, research and treatment
possible.

•W
 ork began in July 2015 on building
the UK’s first NHS high energy proton
beam therapy (PBT) centre. The Charity
has pledged £5.6 million to create a
dedicated research space within this
development.

Here are details of just some of the
projects and services your generosity
helped us to fund last year.

•W
 e committed £1.7 million towards
research, supporting early phase clinical
trials along with a number of posts as
part of the academic investment plan
supporting the MCRC.

• Over £45,000 was invested in
educational courses to help shape the
talent of the future, and in addition,
we also funded some educational
bursaries and scholarships.
•We invested £2 million to help provide
the infrastructure to bring more worldclass scientists to Manchester in the
state-of-the-art Manchester Cancer
Research Centre (MCRC) facility
which opened in June 2015.
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• We fund a range of award-winning
complementary therapies free of
charge to patients and their carers.
These include massage, aromatherapy,
hypnotherapy, acupuncture and
reflexology to help patients through
treatment and to minimise the stress
of living with cancer. Therapy sessions
also help patients who wish to stop
smoking or reduce their alcohol intake
before beginning chemotherapy
treatment.

It is thanks to your generosity, support,
contributions and gifts that we are able
to do the life-changing and potentially
life-saving work we do. And over the next
few pages we will be showing you some
examples of how your help is providing
immeasurable benefits. On behalf of our
patients and staff, we thank each and
every one of you.

‘On behalf of our
patients and staff,
we thank each and
every one of you.’
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VITAL FUNDS FOR PROTON
BEAM THERAPY RESEARCH
‘Your support for
proton beam therapy
research allows us to
maximise the benefits
to every patient.’
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2018 will see the opening of the UK’s first
NHS high energy proton beam therapy
centre based at The Christie. The centre
will be one of only two in the UK, the
other will be based at University College
London Hospitals NHS Foundation Trust.
Our charity is making a vital contribution
to the project by funding essential proton
beam therapy research.

The Christie wants to be at the forefront
of proton beam therapy research to
ensure our patients receive the most
effective treatment as soon as the centre
opens. Helping us achieve this is Professor
Karen Kirkby, who will lead the team
at The Christie charity funded proton
research room based within the new
proton beam therapy centre.

Proton beam therapy is a specialist form
of radiotherapy that targets certain
cancers very precisely and will help us
to save as many lives as possible from
cancers which other therapies are unable
to treat effectively. Patients, many of
whom are children, currently have to
travel abroad for this treatment.

Professor Kirkby took up her post in
January 2015. This post is funded by
The Christie and The University of
Manchester and will develop a research
portfolio around the NHS funded
(£125m) clinical proton facility at The
Christie. The Christie charity has pledged
£5.6m to fund a research room within
this facility.

A multi-disciplinary team including
physicists, engineers, clinicians and
biologists will work together to develop
a national research programme to
underpin the development of this
groundbreaking treatment.
In simple terms we want to find out
if we can deliver proton beam therapy
faster and more effectively. And we
want to reduce the number of painful
and debilitating side effects that patients
undergoing treatment experience. Your
support for proton beam therapy research
will allow us to improve the way in which
this treatment is delivered, to maximise
the benefits to every patient.
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HELPING TO MAKE
THINGS POSSIBLE
Oldham businessman Sir Norman
Stoller CBE has been a staunch
supporter of The Christie charity
for many years with donations
dating back as far as the early 90s.
He created The Stoller Charitable Trust
in the 1980’s and has been a constant
and consistent supporter of The Christie
charity.
Sir Norman says: “I had cancer of the
colon in 1997 and a fabulous surgeon
saved my life. I then got cancer of the
prostate in 2012, and they say that
anyone who has cancer twice is just
greedy! The Christie is one of the most
fantastic centres of excellence in its field
and so who wouldn’t want to help it?”
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The Trust recently presented our charity
with a £200,000 donation towards a
dedicated research room in the UK’s first
NHS high energy proton beam therapy
centre. This generous donation is part
of an incredible £500,000 pledge which
will be given to us in instalments up until
2018 when the proton beam therapy
centre opens.

Sir Norman adds: “The Stoller Charitable
Trust doesn’t give money away, it gives
money back. It’s a joy that we have the
privilege of giving – it’s life enhancing.
Charity in my opinion always starts at
home and that’s why I’m pleased to be
able to support the research room at
the new proton beam therapy centre.”

‘The Christie is
one of the most
fantastic centres
of excellence in its
field, and so who
wouldn’t want to
help it?‘

With help from supporters like Sir
Norman, we have been able to bring
together a team of the best scientists,
engineers and clinicians to look at how
protons interact, where they deposit their
dose and how we can localise their
damage to the tumour. Our research
room within the new centre will
continue this work.
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PIONEERING BREAKTHROUGHS
IN RESEARCH
‘More than 600
clinical trials are
open at any given
time at The Christie.’
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The Christie has been pioneering cancer
research breakthroughs for over 100
years. These don’t just benefit people
on our doorstep, but cancer patients
across the world.

Last year saw the opening of the new
£28.5 million Manchester Cancer
Research Centre (MCRC), a partnership
between The University of Manchester,
The Christie and Cancer Research UK.
The MCRC’s vision is the development
of personalised cancer treatments leading
to better patient outcomes. £2.7 million
of the development was funded by
The Christie charity.

The Christie is at the forefront of phase 1
clinical trials and world-leading scientists
are working to ensure that all cancer
patients receive personalised treatment
from the day of diagnosis, based on their
genetic make-up and that of their tumour.
More than 600 clinical trials are open
at any given time at The Christie and
approximately one in five of our patients
take part in research at some point
during their treatment.
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THANK YOU FOR
SAVING MY LIFE
Father of one, Craig Reid from
Macclesfield, was just 30 years old
when he was diagnosed with Non
Hodgkin lymphoma and given the
devastating news that he had just
a 40% chance of survival.
He says: “It was a huge shock as I
thought it was just tonsillitis. I had my
tonsils removed and after various scans
and tests I was told I had stage four
cancer in my spleen and neck. I had
to come to terms with the very real
possibility that I might never see my
daughter Daisy grow up.”
Craig underwent chemotherapy and
a clinical trial, and at a recent check-up
was given the news he and his family
had hoped for.
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He says: “Thankfully The Christie gave
me the opportunity to take part in a
clinical trial and 12 months on I am well
and back at work. Clinical trials are so
important to patients like me and can
literally make the difference between
life and death.
“Without the opportunity to go on
a clinical trial my future looked bleak.
I have a two year old daughter who
could have grown up without her daddy.
I know that The Christie charity supports
the amazing work of the clinical trials unit
and that’s one of the reasons my friends
and I are taking part in a coast to coast
cycle ride.

“It’s my way of giving something back,
and saying thank you for saving my life.”
More than 600 clinical trials are open
at any given time at The Christie and
our charity funds a number of these.

‘I had come to terms
with the very real
possibility that
I might never see
my daughter Daisy
grow up.’
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TRANSFORMING
TREATMENT
We pride ourselves on being able to
offer the very latest and most innovative
technology for our patients.
We wouldn’t, of course, be able to
acquire this advanced technology without
the backing and commitment of our
supporters who provided £850,000 of
funding for a state-of-the-art 3-D CT
gamma camera which will transform
the diagnosis and treatment of cancer.
Fundraising for the camera ended in
2014/15, and patients started being
treated with the camera last year.
Dr Prakash Manoharan, clinical lead for
MRI, PET CT and nuclear medicine at The
Christie, said simply: “If we can see cancer
clearly, we can treat it effectively.”
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The camera will make it easier to
find out if patients are suitable for
personalised ‘radionuclide’ therapies
including Selective Internal Radiation
Therapy (SIRT), a treatment that has
been trialled at The Christie.

Dr Manoharan continues: “This exciting
new development will bring major
improvements in the diagnosis and
treatment of patients, and in the future
will be used to plan targeted therapies
for particular cancers.

The Christie is the leading centre in the UK “The project has captured the support
for SIRT for the treatment of liver cancers. of many of our dedicated fundraisers
In carefully selected patients, SIRT enables and without them this major advance
us to deliver radioactive particles – as fine
for The Christie would not have been
as a grain of sand – directly to a patient’s
possible.”
tumour. Each tiny particle is packed with
enough radiation to treat the tumour,
even those tumours that have become
resistant to chemotherapy.

‘If we can see cancer
clearly, we can treat
it effectively.’
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DEVELOPING EXPERTISE
THROUGH EDUCATION
Team leader and clinical nurse specialist
in palliative care, Anne-Marie Raftery
was awarded a charity funded
educational bursary to visit two
cancer centres in America to observe
how they deliver palliative care.
Palliative care helps patients and families
live as actively as possible through their
cancer journey by providing high quality
pain and symptom control, as well as
practical and psychological support.
As an experienced palliative care nurse,
Anne-Marie was well placed to carry out
the project, observing the practices of a
different healthcare system which could
inform and develop the specialist service
at The Christie.
Over the two visits, which totalled 21
days, she visited Memorial Sloan Kettering
Cancer Centre in New York City and
the Massachusetts General Hospital
in Boston.
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Anne-Marie says that it was invaluable
to observe the early integration of
palliative care on inpatient wards and
across outpatient care from two worldclass cancer centres.
She says: “It has given me the confidence
to trial a different way of working to
meet the future needs of our patients
far earlier in their cancer journey, which
can provide a better quality of life by
improving or preventing symptoms.
We will be taking this and a number of
other learnings forward at The Christie.

‘I’m delighted that
our charity has been
able to support me
in expanding my
knowledge and skills.’

“I’m delighted that our charity has been
able to support me in expanding my
knowledge and skills within specialist
palliative care which will be used to
continually develop and improve services
for our patients.”
Anne-Marie’s bursary was funded
by the Tompkins family.
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CREATIVITY
OVER CANCER
The Christie charity works hard to provide
specialist staff and supportive services
that can help patients through their
cancer experience. The art room, based
at our main site in Withington, delivers
art sessions for patients, carers, staff and
volunteers, several times a week.
Led by artist in residence, Pat Mountford,
who is funded by the charity, the aim of
the classes is to provide a space to explore
creativity away from the daily pressures of
life, including living with cancer.

Pat says: “I believe every hospital should
have an art room. When a patient walks
through the doors, they can often be
dealing with lots of difficult situations
beside their illness. This can leave them
feeling frightened, very vulnerable and
lacking in confidence. Sitting in the art
room and meeting people in a similar
situation, forgetting about everything
else, doing something creative that you
didn’t know you could do, is incredibly
empowering.
“It’s not about the art, and yet it’s
everything about the art.”
Ovarian cancer patient, Shamim
Chaudhry from Stockport, says: “I would
never have believed that when I came to
The Christie I would be painting, as I had
never done anything creative before.
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“From the beginning I have felt sheer joy
from coming to the art classes. It’s a place
where I feel safe at a time when I have
been at my most vulnerable. When I’m
in the art room I’m totally absorbed in
the painting, forgetting about the cancer
and all it entails. The class makes me feel
emotionally supported and nurtured.”

‘When I’m in the
art room I’m totally
absorbed in the
painting, forgetting
about the cancer
and all it entails.’

We wouldn’t be able to provide extra
services such as our art classes without
the support of fundraisers such as Lou
and Pat Kushnick. Not only do they
fundraise for our art fund in memory
of their daughter Alex, but they also
regularly volunteer in the art room.
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THANK YOU FOR
DOING WHAT YOU DO
All our fundraisers have a unique story
about why they choose to help us.

‘Whatever our
fundraisers’
connections are
to the cause, every
single one plays
a vital part.’
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Many have been patients and want to
do something to say thank you for the
care and treatment they have received.
Other people have chosen to support us
because a friend or loved one has been
treated at The Christie.
And then there are those who don’t have
a personal connection, but know of the
important work we do and want to do
their bit to help. Whatever our fundraisers’
connections are to the cause, every single
one plays a vital part in our aim to improve
and ultimately bring us a step closer to a
future without cancer.

There are many ways of getting involved:
our fundraisers have done everything
from jumping out of planes or running
marathons, to holding a coffee morning
for friends or hosting a dress down day
in the office. Every penny raised helps
our patients and their families and we’re
grateful to all our supporters for their
vital work.
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ANGELIKA
WRIGHT

‘I always imagine
Paul looking down
and smiling to
himself when I’m
out running.’
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Fundraiser Angelika Wright has
taken on numerous sporting
challenges for The Christie in memory
of her husband Paul who died of
oesophageal cancer in January 2010.

Six years on and Angelika is still inspired
by her late husband to keep running.
Last year she marked the fifth anniversary
of his death along with her 55th birthday
by completing a gruelling ‘five challenge.’

Angelika, 56, from Whaley Bridge, took
up running shortly after Paul’s death at
the suggestion of one of his colleagues
who persuaded her to take part in the
Manchester 10K. As a complete beginner
she built up her fitness in preparation
for the race and decided to raise money
for The Christie.

She ran five 10k races and five half
marathons throughout the year bringing
her fundraising total to more than
£70,350. Such is Angelika’s commitment
to The Christie that she has set up a
tribute fund in memory of Paul and also
has a leaf on The Christie’s Tree of Hope
which is engraved with Paul’s name
and acknowledges Angelika reaching
a £15,000 fundraising milestone.

She says: “I loved every moment of that
first race. At the seven kilometre marker
we passed The Christie cheering point,
and we had friends there shouting for
us and taking pictures – the atmosphere
was just amazing.”

And it doesn’t stop there as she has
already signed up for the Manchester Half
Marathon and the Greater Manchester
Half Marathon for The Christie, and is
hoping to secure a place in the London
Marathon.
She says: “The running and fundraising
has really helped me as I feel I’m doing
something positive for both Paul and me.
I always imagine Paul looking down and
smiling to himself when I’m out running.”
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BARBARA
TURNER
Barbara Turner pledged a gift in her
Will to The Christie to say thank you
for the life-saving treatment her son
Richard received 30 years earlier.
In 1984 Richard was just 18 and
starting his first term at university
when he was diagnosed with a
pineal brain tumour.
“I visited him every day during his
stay at The Christie, and not once did
I feel that there was no hope; it’s a very
uplifting place.” says Barbara.
“I know they invest their money wisely
at The Christie, and every pound really
does count. We owe them so much.
It’s priceless what we owe them.”
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There are many people like Barbara who
decide to leave us a gift in their Will for
many different reasons, whether it’s to
say thank you, remember a loved one,
or leave a gift for the future. Each year
we are able to do amazing things with
these legacies and support projects which
otherwise wouldn’t be able to happen.
Throughout 2015/16 half of our projects
were made possible thanks to the
kindness of our supporters who decided
to leave us a legacy. If you have pledged
a gift in your Will to The Christie, thank
you. No matter how large or small,
your gift will make a real difference
to the work we are able to do.

‘I know they invest
their money wisely
at The Christie, and
every pound really
does count.’
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OUR ARMY
OF VOLUNTEERS
Supporting our charity is not always about
money. Your time is just as valuable to us.
David and Michelle Basger, from Cheadle
in Stockport have been volunteering at
The Christie for over a year.
They have donated hundreds of hours
of time following Michelle’s treatment
for breast cancer in 1998 and secondary
breast cancer in 2010.
David says: “Following the successful
treatment of my wife’s cancer we both
decided we wanted to give something
back to the wonderful hospital that
saved Michelle’s life.
“Michelle and I worked together for
38 years in our underwear wholesale
business, but when we retired we wanted
to give The Christie something that was
really precious to us, our time.”
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Volunteers are vital to our charity which
could not function without their generous
support. They contribute time and skills
to help with our work, ensuring that
we continue to raise the funds needed
to provide the best care, treatment and
research for our patients.
David volunteers his time in health records
and the endocrinology department
providing administrative support that
ensures the smooth running of the
hospital. Michelle spends her time at our
May Draper Tea Bar and the ‘Look Good,
Feel Better’ service.

David says: “I really love the time
I spend volunteering, it gives me so
much satisfaction to know I am part
of the seamless process that works
behind the scenes for the patient.
And Michelle finds it so rewarding
to provide comfort to others who are
going through what we have been
through. Volunteering at The Christie
has helped us get over our own
experience of cancer.

‘We wanted to
give The Christie
something that was
really precious to us,
our time.’

“It’s amazing how much support
there is for the charity, it is everywhere
when you walk around the hospital…
in the new buildings under construction,
the brand new equipment and the cups
of tea on offer to patients. Thanks to
the charity, The Christie is constantly
improving.”
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WE STILL NEED YOUR
HELP MORE THAN EVER
Looking ahead
We hope you will see from this report just
how important your support is to the care
and treatment that The Christie is able to
provide, not only to our current patients,
their families and carers, but also for
those who will need our services in the
future – thank you.
We never stand still at The Christie and
always have ambitious plans and schemes
in the pipeline, but all of these need your
support and backing. For information
about any of these projects, and how
you can support them, please get
in touch with our charity team on
appeals@christies.org or 0161 446 3988.
Proton beam therapy
Work is well underway at our new
proton beam therapy centre due to
open in 2018. Whilst this is an exciting
and long-awaited development for cancer
patients here in the UK, there are some
limitations to proton beam therapy.
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‘All our projects
need your support
and backing.’
MR Linac

But we are confident these can be
overcome through further research, and
so we are aiming to raise £5.6 million to
develop a dedicated research room within
the new centre.
Integrated procedures unit
In Summer 2017 we will be opening
our new Integrated procedures unit
(IPU) located above the main Oak Road
entrance. By integrating and expanding
a number of treatment services, we can
speed up treatment sessions, eliminate
transfers between departments and
minimise the need for overnight stays.
This will mean shorter waiting times
for day-patients who need to see our
plastic surgery, endoscopy, radiology, pain
management or day case procedures teams.
We are currently raising £4.8m to build the
new IPU.

We are currently raising £1m towards
the total cost of £5.3m to bring a
revolutionary MR Linac machine to the
hospital. It will enable us to deliver more
targeted, personalised and advanced
radiotherapy for our patients. It will be
one of only two such machines in the
UK and only seven in the world. It could
change the way we deliver radiotherapy
at The Christie – forever.
Patient entertainment system
We are aiming to raise £584,000 to
replace the current outdated bedside
TV/phone system with a new high tech
patient multimedia entertainment and
information system which will be similar
to an in-flight ‘infotainment’ service. It
will include TV, radio and internet and
both inpatients and outpatients will be
able to access the system through their
own tablet devices.
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THANK YOU
We would like to extend
a special thank you to all the
individuals and organisations
that have so generously
supported us throughout
2015/16. On these pages
we have endeavoured to
include all those who raised
or donated £4,000 or more
throughout the year,
but however much you
contributed, we are truly
grateful. We couldn’t have
done it without you.
Thank you!
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The Christie Charity
Wilmslow Road
Manchester
M20 4BX
www.christies.org
appeals@christies.org
Tel 0161 446 3988
Fax 0161 446 3991
Join the conversation
Follow us on Twitter @TheChristie
Join us on Facebook www.facebook.com/TheChristiecharity
Follow us on Instagram @christiecharity
Registered charity no. 1049751
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