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You can follow The Christie on  
Twitter @TheChristieNHS, or our  
charity @TheChristie

You can also become a fan of our  
charity Facebook page facebook.com/
TheChristiecharity

And if you’re a member of LinkedIn,  
why not connect with The Christie 
company profile?

Hear from Christie staff, patients,  
volunteers and fundraisers via our weekly 
Christie blog www.christie.nhs.uk/blog

Follow our charity on Instagram  
@christiecharity
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You are a key part of The Christie, and 
through the Council of Governors, 
influence how The Christie is run. 
Your governors are here to represent 
you at the highest level. If you have 
any suggestions, views or concerns and 
would like to contact your governor 
please get in touch with the 
membership office:

Freepost RSJU-YKAJ-XRLK
The Christie Membership Office
550 Wilmslow Road
Manchester
M20 4BX
Tel: 0161 446 8616
Email: members@christie.nhs.uk

How to contact us 
and your governor

We currently have over 30,000 members, this 
includes around 2,500 staff members and 
approximately 300 volunteer staff at The Christie. 

Our members are invited to attend events at The Christie 
including our Spotlight events with guest speakers, the 
Annual Members’ Meeting and official openings and 
open days. Members can also sign up to be part of our 
patient experience databank (see the back page) to be 
invited to focus groups to provide their feedback directly 
to hospital staff.

Members also receive a twice yearly Headlines magazine  
and are invited to take part in elections.

We are interested in your feedback on the content of 
Headlines – if there is something you would like to see  
in the next issue please email our membership office  
on members@christie.nhs.uk 
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Welcome to our  
new members

Annual members meeting: 
Thursday 21st July at 2.00pm  
The Christie auditorium

Patient experience focus groups: 
Thursday 1st September, 2pm-4pm 
Seminar room 4, education centre, department 17 

Wednesday 12th October, 2pm-4pm 
Seminar room 4, education centre, department 17 

Thursday 17th November, 2pm-4pm 
Seminar room 4, education centre, department 17 

2016 calendar of events

If you have not previously been invited, please fill in the green 
registration form at the back of this magazine and forward it 
to the membership office.
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Feature story

A number of patients 
from across Greater 
Manchester and Cheshire 
can receive their cancer 
treatment in their own 
homes, thanks to a 
scheme launched by  
The Christie.

Approximately 70 patients per 
week are eligible to benefit from 
The Christie at Home service 
which is currently being offered  
to patients receiving certain types 
of treatments by injection. 

Initially introduced as a three 
month pilot in 2015, the scheme 
has now been implemented as 
part of the hospital’s pledge to 
patients to provide its excellent 
standard of treatment not only 
at its main Christie site, but both 
nearer to and in patients’ homes 
where possible. 

Patients prescribed breast cancer 
drugs Denosumab, Fulvestrant 
and Herceptin, or who receive 
treatment injections are eligible 
for The Christie at Home service. 

Karen Skelly, 55 from 
Westhoughton in Bolton took 
part in the pilot and has continued 
to use The Christie at Home 
service as part of her treatment. 
She said: “I started treatment at 
The Christie for secondary breast 
cancer in 2012 and would make 
two or three trips a month for 

appointments. My husband had 
to organise his work around them 
so he could take me. 

“Since the nurses have been 
coming out to my home, it has 
made life an awful lot easier.  
The same nurse comes every four 
weeks and I almost look forward 
to her coming, like a visit from a 
friend. It’s really helpful to have  
a dedicated nurse whom I can  
ask any questions that I might 
have, so I don’t feel I need to 
phone the hospital.”

Vicki Burns, outreach 
chemotherapy manager at The 
Christie, said: “The Christie at 
Home service sees us take an 
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extra step with our outreach 
programme following the success 
of the mobile chemotherapy unit 
and introduction of specialist 
clinics within the local community. 

“It’s a really positive move 
providing autonomy for both 
patients and staff. Patients are 
spared the time travelling to 
our main hospital site with no 
need for parking and no wait for 
appointments. 

Christie nursing staff have the 
opportunity to develop their skills 
in another setting outside of 
the main hospital and there’s an 
improved flow of appointments  
at our main site.”

Christie patients benefit  
from treatment at home
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We have 13 public governors who help to make us a successful NHS Foundation Trust 
by ensuring we meet the needs and expectations of our patients. With over 30,000 
members, our governors are keen to engage with them to discuss The Christie and 
listen to any suggestions they may have. 

Meet your governors
Feature story

Christine Mathewson,  
governor for Rochdale

Q.    How long have you been a Christie  
governor and why did you want  
to become a governor initially?

A. I’m currently in my third term (seventh 
year). I was initially interested in becoming a 
governor in order to retain links with cancer 
developments. I had been the lead manager for 
cancer at Central Manchester Primary Care Trust 
for 7 years and the governor’s role provided an  
ideal opportunity to continue my links with the 
cancer agenda. 

Q.    What do you do as a governor and  
how have you engaged with the members 
in Rochdale? 

A. There are two main parts to being  
a governor: we attend the Council of Governors 
meeting quarterly to represent the interests and 
views of our members. We also work closely with 
the Board of Directors to ensure the Trust’s 
services are continually improving. 

The second part is the public engagement that 
governors do in their own area.  

I engage with numerous 
groups in Rochdale with 
an emphasis on ensuring 
engagement with the 
black and minority ethnic (BME) communities, 
where I concentrate on giving the message of 
active membership of The Christie and cancer 
prevention. 

Q.    What do you hope to achieve as  
a governor in the future?

A. To help The Christie to achieve its full 
aspirations in achieving its 20:20 Vision, especially 
bringing care closer to home and realising the  
major developments that are currently underway.

Q.    What have you enjoyed most about being 
the Rochdale governor?

A. The diversity of the governor’s role, the fact 
that you can mould that role in any way that suits 
you, as long as the objectives of being a governor 
are being achieved.

Christine Mathewson
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Feature story

Lisa Wylie,  
governor for Bolton

Q.    Why did you want to become a governor 
for The Christie?

A. I had breast cancer in 2008 when I was 32 
and I felt indebted to the NHS, which saved my life, 
for the grand total of £5 (which I paid for one of my 
friends to park in the hospital car park one day when 
she took me for treatment). 

Whilst most of my treatment was in London, I 
moved up to Bolton in 2011 and was blown away 
by how friendly a place The Christie was when I 
first walked through the door. When I spotted the 
invitation in Headlines where you could nominate 
yourself to become a governor, I knew this was  
my chance to give back, although I never dreamed 
that I’d be elected! 

Q.    What do you do as a governor and how 
have you engaged with the members  
in Bolton?

A. The governor’s role is split into two.  
The first part is to review the Trust’s compliance 
with Monitor’s performance criteria, and to 
challenge the non executive directors to make sure 
the Trust’s performance meets the given standards. 

The second part involves 
acting as a liaison 
between the Trust and  
its members. 

I regularly speak to local community groups about 
developments at The Christie and listen to feedback 
from patients about their Christie experience. I also 
facilitate focus groups and attend the Bolton People 
Affected by Cancer group on a bimonthly basis. 
If any individual members have issues that need 
addressing I facilitate the resolution of these. 

Q.    What do you hope to achieve as a governor 
in the future?

A.  I’m very keen to continue community 
engagement and work with patients and members 
to ensure that the patient experience is as good as  
it can possibly be.

Q.    What have you enjoyed most about being 
the governor for Bolton?

A. I enjoy the interaction with the community 
and listening to the patients. The ‘meet the patients’ 
initiative is a very rewarding experience. 

Do you have any  
questions for your 
governor?
You can contact your governor via the 
membership office on 0161 446 8616 / 
members@christie.nhs.uk 

Are you interested in 
becoming a governor?

If you would like more information on vacancies 
and the role of a governor, please contact  
Louise Westcott on 0161 446 3043 /  
louise.westcott@christie.nhs.uk 

Lisa Wylie
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As always the work of our experts has received lots of media attention over the last few months

MAKING THE

 HEADLINES
The Christie invited health 
correspondent Thomas Moore 
and the Sky News team to 
come and film behind the 
scenes at The Christie for a 
whole day as part of World 
Cancer Day 2016.

Sky News interviewed a variety 
of our patients, staff, fundraisers 
and clinicians during the day 
and were given exclusive filming 
opportunities.

Highlights included:

Professor Nick Slevin 
interviewed on the construction 
of The Christie’s new proton 
beam therapy centre. 

Dr Was Mansoor talking about 
the chemotherapy service. 

Christie fundraiser Jarrod  
Ashton talking about how  
he was inspired to fundraise  
by his late brother. 

Professor Sarah O’Dwyer 
interviewed about the HIPEC 
surgical procedure. 

ThomasMoore@SkyNewsThomas
Spending #WorldCancerDay  
@TheChristieNHS to see how the 
outlook for #cancer patients is 
improving. Live on @SkyNews

HelenMelia@Helenmelia1
@SkyNewsThomas  
@TheChristieNHS @SkyNews  
I work in theatres and most of 
the patients comment on the 
lovely atmosphere at Christies :) 

Jan O’Brien  
@sparklejob
@SkyNewsThomas  
@TheChristieNHS  
@SkyNews  
An amazing place. 
Everyone who works 
there is truly dedicated 
to supporting patients  
& their families.

TwitterJoin the 
conversation

Christie clinical trials patient 
Alan Kirk talking about the 
opportunities that have been 
made available to him at The 
Christie.

Dr Matt Krebs interviewed  
about personalised medicine  
at Manchester Cancer Research 
Centre.

Christie patient Douglas  
Sparrow interviewed at  
Oak Road Treatment Centre. 

The Christie art room which 
provides art therapy to cancer 
patients and their carers. 

Sky correspondent, Thomas Moore

Professor Sarah O’Dwyer

Douglas Sparrow

The Christie art room
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Membership update

Most recently we reviewed 
the hospital environment and 
signage. Feedback from the 
session was overwhelmingly 
positive and people commented 
that the numbered signage 
system works very well. 

All participants thought it was 
important to keep signage 
clear and simple. During the 
walk round a small number of 
opportunities to improve the 
signage were noted and these 
have been put into action.

We also invite members of the 
patient experience databank to 
take part in the Trust’s annual 
PLACE (Patient-led assessments of 
the care environment) inspection.

PLACE assessments involve local 
people going into hospitals as 
part of teams to assess how the 
environment supports patients’ 
privacy and dignity, food, 
cleanliness and general building 
maintenance. The results are used 
to help drive improvements in the 
care environment.

The Christie membership team  
holds a series of focus groups each  
year to help gather members’ views. 

Focus  
Groups

Interested in taking part in a focus group?
Please see the green registration 
form at the back of this magazine, 
complete it and send it back to 
the membership office.

Please note: you can only  
be invited to focus groups  
if you provide us with an 
email address.

If you would like to  
take part in our 
September, October 
and November 2016 
focus groups, or require 
more information, 
please call our 
membership office  
on 0161 446 8616.

Further topics for 
discussions this year  
include our You Made a 
Difference awards for staff and 
volunteers, the NHS Equality 
Delivery System, ways to get 
involved with research, and 
the content and design of our 
patient information materials.

All members of our patient 
experience databank are invited 
to the focus groups and if you are 
a volunteer, patient, ex-patient, 
partner or relative of a patient 
you are able to join. 

Joining our patient experience 
databank and taking part in a 
focus group is a great way to 
have a say in our future and 
shape how cancer services are 
provided and developed.

So far this year we have held 
a session exploring findings 
for patient centred research, 
and another looking at a set of 
patient expectations developed 
by the patient reference group. 
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Annual Highlights 2015/16

Hospital news

Spring 2015 saw our dementia nurse specialist 
Lorraine Burgess receive the prestigious honour of 
a Queen’s Nurse Award. Lorraine was honoured 
for her high level of commitment to patient care 
and nursing practice.

We also welcomed two eminent members of staff 
to the Trust: Marcel van Herk is a world expert in 
radiotherapy and has taken up a joint post with 
The University of Manchester and the Trust and is 
developing a programme of international leading 
radiotherapy physics research and innovation to 
deliver direct patient benefits.

Professor Andrew 
Hughes has also 
taken up a joint post 
with the University 
and will push 
forward advances in 
precision medicine 
(the tailoring of 
medical treatment 
to the individual 
characteristics 
of each patient) 
and enable The 
Christie’s renowned 
clinical trials unit to 
make even more 
world-leading 
breakthroughs in 
early phase clinical 
trials.

Patients scored the Trust exceedingly well in an 
annual survey and building upon our commitment 
to always providing the very best patient care, we 
launched The Christie CODE quality scheme which 
aims to raise standards and celebrate excellence  
in care.

Actress Tricia Penrose and her mum Sue who is 
a patient at the hospital, launched our Christie 
charity weekly lottery with prizes worth up to 
£25,000, and we also recognised the hard work, 
commitment and dedication shown by our staff  
at our annual staff awards ceremony.

Tricia Penrose and her mum launch The Christie lotteryMarcel van Herk

2015/2016 was yet another dynamic year for The Christie with 
innovation, progression and commitment key to us continuing  
to provide world class care and treatment with the ultimate aim  
of improving patients’ experience and outcomes.

Spring 2015



09

Hospital news

Summer 2015 saw us mark the 600th robotic 
surgery operation performed at the Trust and 
also invest in two new robots called ‘Mona’  
and ‘Lisa.’ 

The Manchester Cancer Research Centre, 
which is a partnership with Cancer Research 
UK, The University of Manchester and The 
Christie, opened its doors for the very first time 
with the vision of all cancer patients receiving 
personalised treatment from the day of 
diagnosis, based on their genetic make-up  
and that of their tumour.

We also marked a special milestone at the 
construction site of our proton beam therapy 
centre with a groundbreaking event. This 
centre will be the first of its kind in the UK and 
will start treating patients with hard to reach 
cancers from 2018. 

We were delighted to be recognised in the 
Health Service Journal’s ‘Best Places to Work’ 
list and also continue to receive consistently 
high scores from both staff and patients in the 
national Friends and Family tests.

Emmerdale star Mark Charnock hosted our long 
service awards which saw staff and volunteers 
recognised for up to 40 years continuous service.

Da Vinci robot used at The Christie

Autumn 2015 saw the Trust free up almost 1,500 
hospital appointments in 12 months thanks to 
a prostate cancer clinic in the community. This is 
part of the Trust’s commitment to providing care 
closer to patients’ homes wherever possible. 

We were shortlisted for four awards in the highly 
prestigious Health Service Journal Awards which 
commended our chemotherapy outreach team, 
our Quality Mark scheme, our commitment 
champions and one of our consultants, Neil 
Bayman, in the Rising Star category.

Celebrities showed their support for The 
Christie in winter 2015/2016 as we welcomed 
Coronation Street stars to both our outpatients 
unit and our charity Christmas concert, and 
former Manchester United manager Sir Alex 
Ferguson hosted a special evening for fans on 
behalf of our charity.

Sky News visited the Trust as part of World 
Cancer Day on 4th February. The film crew 
showcased a cross section of our work, as 
well as a range of staff, patients and charity 
supporters.

We also completed a very exciting major 
filming project with the BBC for a new 
primetime documentary about cancer. Due to 
air this summer, the programme was filmed 
both here and at a number of hospitals around  
the country.

Coronation Street cast visit the hospital

Summer 2015 Autumn 2015

Winter 2015
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Hospital news

Spring 2016 brought the wonderful news that 
one of our nurses, Lorraine Turner, had been 
chosen nationally as the British Journal of Nursing 
Oncology Nurse of the Year. 

The Trust was also named as the world’s most 
technologically advanced cancer centre outside of 
North America. And we continued to roll out our 
Christie Quality Mark accreditation, with Wigan 
becoming the fifth centre to be awarded the 
accolade which reassures patient they are receiving 
the highest standards of care wherever The 
Christie services are delivered.

The new Maggie’s at The Christie centre was 
opened by the Duchess of Cornwall and provides 
free practical, emotional and social support to 
patients, their families and friends. 

And we rounded the year off with the news that 
our charity had celebrated its most successful year 
ever with over 43,000 active supporters raising an 
incredible £15.8m.

Looking forward we have a number of building 
developments well underway including the 
Integrated Procedures Unit which will bring  
a range of services together in one place, and  
a new MRI suite.

We also started work on two important projects: 
Greater Manchester Devolution and a National 
Cancer Vanguard which will see us working with 
both local partners and those in London to focus 
on driving improvements in clinical outcomes 
and patient experience across the entire patient 
journey, including health promotion, diagnosis  
and care.

Of course we couldn’t achieve any of this without 
the continued support of our staff, partners, 
governors, members, volunteers, patients and so 
many other groups we work with across both the 
Greater Manchester community as well as the UK 
and internationally – we thank each and every one 
of you.

Lorraine Turner, Oncology Nurse of the Year winner

Spring 2016

We would like to invite you to attend our 
annual members’ meeting on Thursday 21st 
July at 2pm (Refreshments from 1pm).

This year our annual members’ meeting will be 
held in The Christie auditorium. Refreshments will 
be available from 1pm in the foyer outside the 
auditorium and the meeting will start at 2pm. 

As well as the main business of the annual 
members meeting we will also be hearing 
from one of our clinicians, Professor Tim Illidge 
(professor of radio-immunotherapy) about our 
‘latest technology and treatments’.

At the meeting we will be announcing the 
results of the governor elections in the following 
constituencies:

• Manchester (2 seats)
• North West
• Remainder of England & Wales
• Trafford
• Staff – registered nurses
• Staff – other clinical professional

We would be grateful if you could RSVP  
by e-mailing our membership office on 
members@christie.nhs.uk or calling  
0161 446 8616 to confirm your attendance.

We look forward to seeing you there!

HRH The Duchess of Cornwall, Lord Foster 
and Laura Lee, Chief Executive at Maggie’s
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There are many people who make up The Christie. From the staff who work here 
and the patients we treat, to those who generously and loyally support our work. 
All of these people play a huge part in The Christie’s success and will continue  
to help influence and shape our future. To read more please visit the website:  
www.christie.nhs.uk/blog

The Christie blog

The Christie blog

watching my mum struggle, it  
was going to try and beat me too. 

Once I had come to terms with 
the fact that I wasn’t going to be 
cured, I set about trying to ‘live’ 
with my particular type of disease. 
I had to try and find the very best 
cutting edge treatments that were 
being trialled. Thankfully being a 
Christie patient meant that I was  
in the right place.

It was in September 2010 that I 
embarked on my first Phase 1 Trial 
for an unlicensed drug. I thought 
it would be scary but in fact it was 
such a relief, despite the fact that 
I didn’t know how it was going to 
affect me. 

Being a clinical trials patient has its 
ups and downs and can be intense 

at times, but the Phase 1 team is 
expert at guiding me through and 
helping me manage side effects,  
at the same time as gathering 
all their important data which 
will form part of future cancer 
treatments – it’s such a privilege  
to be part of something that is  
so much bigger than just me.

I will be celebrating my 51st 
birthday next month and yes,  
I am still a Phase 1 patient at The 
Christie, trying something new, 
with my husband, family and 
‘hospital family’ holding my hand 
and helping me through, but most 
of all I am still ‘living’ with my 
inherited disease, and I continue 
to hope that many people in 
the future will benefit from the 
knowledge gained from research 
and clinical trials that I have been 
so very lucky to be a part of at  
The Christie.

The Christie’s NIHR Clinical 
Research Facility is a large, high 
quality, dedicated clinical research 
environment where our patients 
can participate in complex and 
early phase clinical trials. Around 
400 clinical trials may be taking 
place at any one time. In 2016, 
the NIHR is celebrating ten years 
of funding and supporting clinical 
research in the NHS. 

I became a patient at The Christie 
over 14 years ago when I was 
diagnosed with breast cancer 
at the age of 36. It wasn’t 
unexpected as I had a strong  
family history of the disease and 
soon after I discovered that it was  
a genetic fault and I was in fact  
a BRCA2 carrier.

Breast cancer was always part of 
my family and that’s why I was 
always interested in being a part  
of the research and learning aspect 
of my disease. 

Following surgery, chemotherapy 
and radiotherapy I remained cancer 
free until the summer of 2008 
when it returned. It was a day I 
had always dreaded but somehow 
knew would come, as my cancer 
was aggressive and I knew from 

 I had to try and 
find the very best 
cutting edge 
treatments 

Diane Brooks  
Christie Phase 1 Clinical Trials Patient



Volunteering news

Interested in becoming a 
Christie volunteer?
Volunteers typically work in one 
of these roles:

• May Draper Tea Bar servers
• Welcomers at the entrance 

doors
• Hand care therapists
• Administration assistants
• Complementary therapists
• Ward / clinic assistants

If you would like to apply to 
become a volunteer, we would 
be pleased to invite you to our 

next recruitment morning on 
Friday 2nd September.

To book your place or to find  
out more information please 
call the voluntary services 
department on 0161 446 3056. 

Please note the minimum 
commitment we ask for is six 
months of volunteering, one 
session per week. We would 
also ask that you live nearby 
to The Christie, to make the 
volunteering more convenient  
for you.

Volunteering at The Christie
We have over 250 active volunteers at The Christie working in a variety 
of roles, from all backgrounds. Volunteers are aged 16+ and we have 
many who have been volunteering with us for 10 years or more. 

We spoke with Eamonn Pyke, 
who manages the volunteers at 
the Oak Road Treatment Centre:

What is a typical day like 
at the Oak Road Treatment 
Centre?
Patients arrive from 7:45am to 
report to reception and visit the 
blood room, volunteers tend to 
work between 9am and 4pm – 
this is our busiest period. 

Eamonn, what do the 
volunteers do to help?
Our volunteers help call patients 
into consulting rooms, they carry 
notes between departments and 
escort patients to the right place. 
Some of our volunteers assist 
with the clinics and at the front 
of house area – where patients 

can sometimes be concerned 
about their appointment time 
lapsing. In such a case the 
volunteer investigates with the 
relevant team and reports back 
to the patient which can ease 
their worries and help them feel 
welcome.

How does the department 
benefit from your time?
Our department benefits 
immensely. Volunteers’ contribution 
is priceless and helps free up the 
time of regular staff which means 
we can treat patients and guide 
them through the whole process 
with greater ease.
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 We 
volunteers 
thrive in  
the busy 
environment  
of the  
Oak Road 
Treatment Centre and really 
enjoy helping the patients –  
to make it comfortable for  
them, to not be frightened  
and ease their anxieties  
around their visits. 

All the staff are wonderful to 
work with, I love it and feel 
honoured to be able to help 
these patients. 

Tricia Lloyd, volunteer

Eamonn Pyke
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Make a Will Week 2016
Making a Will is easier than you think through  
The Christie charity’s Make a Will Week.

The date for this year’s Make a Will Week has now 
been confirmed as 12th – 16th September 2016. 

Once again participating solicitors across the North 
West have generously agreed to waive their will 
writing fees in return for donations to The Christie.

Last year, over 100 people took part in Make a Will 
Week and kindly donated over £15,000, with 13 
people also taking the opportunity to pledge a gift 
in their will to The Christie. Gifts in wills are hugely 

valuable to The Christie, funding between one in 
three and one in two of our projects every year.

To find out if a solicitor in your area is taking part, 
please contact us on 0161 446 3178 or at legacy@
christies.org. 

Charity update

Great Manchester Swim 2nd July 

Manchester to Blackpool Bike Ride 10th July 

National Three Peaks 29th – 31st July 

Salford Triathlon 31st July

Manchester 100 Bike Ride 4th September

Daredevil Parachute Jump Day 11th September

Great North Run 11th September

Walk of Hope 17th September

Manchester Half Marathon 16th October

Night of Neon 22nd October

If you would like more information about any of the events listed  
above please visit www.christies.org/events or get in touch with  
our events team on 0161 446 3400 or events@christies.org

Events calendar 2016
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Jane Sykes, deputy director 
of nursing & quality talks 
about why she fundraises for 
The Christie by taking part in 
the Great Manchester Run.

I really enjoyed taking part in the 
Great Manchester Run; it gave 
me a great sense of achievement. 
I wouldn’t call myself a runner 
and finding time to train was 
difficult amongst work and other 
commitments. My thinking going 

into the run though was even  
if I walk it I’ll finish it. 

I also felt a real sense of belonging 
on the day being amongst a 
sea of Christie blue t-shirts. It’s 
definitely the friendliest of events, 
from those who come out and 
cheer you along on route to 
the camaraderie with the other 
runners. I took part in the run in 
2014 and as I finished I said I’m 
never doing it again, then after 
a break in 2015 I found myself 
taking part again this year! 

I take part in support of The 
Christie because I have worked 
here for 30 years. I want to give 
something back to the charity, 
as it supports the hospital’s work 
and funds extra benefits which 
make it such a special place.

Also a dear friend of mine in 
Germany has received extensive 
treatment for ovarian cancer and  
I ran in support of her in 2014. 
Her treatment has been successful 
and she flew over to join me at 
the event this year. She walked it 
but to have her there was amazing. 

There’s a real team spirit on  
the day and it’s great being part 
of The Christie team. I would 
definitely encourage other 
members of staff to do it. In fact  
I encouraged two members 
of staff from the quality and 
standards team, Emma and Sue  
to take part!

If you are interested in taking  
part in any sporting events visit 
www.christies.org/events or 
contact us on 0161 446 3400, 
events@christies.org

Charity update

Jane Sykes

Dedicated fundraiser Vera Cohen 
has been supporting The Christie 
charity since 2002 when she 
was 86 – and has raised around 
£17,000 for our charity since then.

Vera, who lives in Didsbury, 
celebrated her 100th Birthday on 
7th March and held a birthday 
celebration with around 70 family 
and friends on Sunday 13th 
March at The Bridge Hotel in 
Prestbury. Vera asked her guests 
donate to The Christie in lieu of 
birthday presents.

Vera went to school locally at 
Withington Girls School and 
chose to fundraise for us in 

Vera celebrates 100 years by continuing  
to fundraise for The Christie

memory of her eldest daughter 
Jennifer. Jennifer sadly passed 
away in November 2001 aged 
55 after battling stomach cancer 
for four years. Vera, who is also a 
former patient, fundraises towards 
gastro intestinal research. 

She specialises in baking Middle 
Eastern cakes and delicacies which 
she then sells and donates the 
proceeds to our charity.

The great-grandmother of four is 
an avid Manchester City fan and 
regularly attended games for over 
80 years.

Daniel Poole from The Christie 
charity said: “We are so grateful 

to Vera for the phenomenal 
amount of money she has 
raised for us over so many years. 
Donations like Vera’s help to 
fund vital research and new 
cancer discoveries. We hope that 
Vera had a very happy 100th 
birthday and that she enjoyed 
celebrating this landmark birthday 
achievement with family and 
friends. She is a remarkable lady 
and we are honoured that she 
chose to support our charity on 
such an important day.”

Great Manchester Run 2016

Vera Cohen
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Charity update

This exceptionally generous gift will be 
used to help fund the equipment needed 
for our dedicated research space, in our 
new proton beam therapy centre.

The Christie charity is 
aiming to raise 
£5.6million to build and 
equip the dedicated 
research space, which 
will allow us to offer the 
best possible care to 
patients receiving this 
revolutionary treatment.

Proton beam therapy  
is a specialist form of 
radiotherapy that targets 
certain cancers very 
precisely, increasing 
success rates and 
reducing side effects.  
The reduced exposure to 
radiation means that it is 
particular effective for 
children and those with 
cancers near vital organs.

Work is now well under way on The Christie’s 
proton beam therapy centre. In November of last 
year, concrete started to be poured to create part  
of the floor of the main treatment area.

As you can see from the picture taken from one of 
the two on-site cameras, the steel structure is now 
fast emerging and two 45 metre tower cranes have 
been positioned on the site, and will remain on the 
site now until the end of 2016.

The next stage will be to build the foundations for  
a link corridor between the proton therapy centre 
and the main hospital and the creation of a 
dedicated substation which is critical to the proton 
beam power requirement. 

The Stoller Charitable Trust has pledged 
an incredible £500,000 towards proton 
beam therapy research at The Christie

The Stoller Charitable Trust’s generous gift will be 
given to The Christie in instalments, up until 2018 
when the proton beam therapy centre is due  
to open. 

Sir Norman Stoller and his team built Oldham based 
Seton Healthcare (SSL International PLC). They are 
the inventors of the tubular bandage which is now  
a worldwide brand. Through the Stoller Charitable 
Trust, Sir Norman has dedicated years to philan- 
thropy in the North West and beyond. The trust 
celebrated their 25th anniversary in 2015 with their 
pledge to The Christie.

In recognition of Sir Norman’s exceptional business 
and charitable successes, he has recently been 
knighted in the New Year’s honours list. He had 
previously been recognized as an MBE (1976), OBE 
(1999) and CBE (2010).

Sir Norman is a former patient of The Christie having 
being diagnosed with cancer of the colon in 1997 
and then cancer of the prostate in 2012. He was 
successfully treated at The Christie and has been a 
long standing supporter of the hospital. 

Sir Norman said; “I had cancer of the colon in 1997 
and a fabulous surgeon saved my life. I then got 
cancer of the prostate in 2012, and they say that 
anyone who has cancer twice is just greedy! 

“Manchester is one of the most fantastic centres of 
excellence in this field, and who would not want to 
help them? So I am pleased to support the proton 
beam therapy centre.”

This will be one of only 
two high energy NHS 
proton beam therapy 
centres, the other 
being built at 
University College 
London Hospitals NHS 
Foundation Trust.  
The centre will open  
in 2018.

Proton site

Sir Norman Stoller

 I had cancer of 
the colon in 1997 and 
a fabulous surgeon 
saved my life. 

Sir Norman Stoller
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We are compiling a databank of individuals who are interested in giving their feedback about their 
experience at The Christie. If you would like to join this databank please complete and return the  
form below.

We will make every effort to match people to suitable projects, so this means we cannot guarantee 
when we will contact you to ask for your support. We will review the databank every year. However,  
if you feel unable to continue to take part, or no longer wish to be a ‘member’, you can ask for your 
name to be removed at any time.

Name: .................................................................................................................................................

Address: .............................................................................................................................................

Telephone: Daytime  .................................................  Evening  .......................................................

Email: (must be provided to be invited to focus groups)  ....................................................................

Date of birth:  ...........................................................  Sex: Male  Female 

What times are usually available? (tick all that apply)

Daytime   Evenings   Weekends 

Do you have any special needs (for example difficulties with access, illness, hearing or sight)

Yes  (please give details below) No 

.............................................................................................................................................................

What is your involvement with the Christie? (Tick as many as apply)

Patient 

Ex-patient 

Partner or relative of patient 

Volunteer 

Other   Please specify ...........................................................................

What would you be interested in? (Tick as many as apply)

Getting involved in committees (i.e. attending for monthly meetings) 

Getting involved in projects (a number of meetings over a short time) 

Taking part in our patient experience focus groups 

Talking about your experiences with students and staff 

To which of these ethnic groups do you belong? (please tick)

White British White & Black African Asian/British – Pakistani Black/British – Caribbean

White Irish White & Asian Asian/British – Bangladeshi Black/British – African

Other White 
Background

Other Mixed Background Asian/British – Chinese Black/British – Other

White & Black 
Caribbean

Asian/British – Indian Asian/British – Other Other Ethnic Group

Please return this form to: 
Freepost RSJU-YKAJ-XRLK, The Christie Membership Office, Wilmslow Road, Manchester M20 4BX

The Christie patient experience databank – registration form




