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You are a key part of The Christie and 
through the Council of Governors 
influence how The Christie is run. 
Your governors are here to represent 
you at the highest level. If you have 
any suggestions, views or concerns and 
would like to contact your governor 
please get in touch with the 
membership office:

Freepost RSJU-YKAJ-XRLK
The Christie Membership Office
550 Wilmslow Road
Manchester
M20 4BX
Tel: 0161 446 8616
Email: members@christie.nhs.uk

How to contact us 
and your governor

We currently have over 30,000 members, this 
includes around 2,500 staff members and 
approximately 300 volunteer staff at The Christie. 

Our members are invited to attend events at The Christie 
including our Spotlight events with guest speakers, the 
Annual Members’ Meeting and official openings and 
open days. Members can also sign up to be part of our 
patient experience databank (see the back page) to be 
invited to focus groups to provide their feedback directly 
to hospital staff.

Members also receive a twice yearly Headlines magazine  
and are invited to take part in governor elections.

We are interested in your feedback on the content of 
Headlines – if there is something you would like to see  
in the next issue please email Laura Johnson, our 
membership officer, on members@christie.nhs.uk 

02

Welcome to our  
new members

The process for appointing new governors will begin at the 
end of April 2016 and the newly appointed governors will 
be officially announced at the Annual Members’ Meeting 
on Thursday 21st July 2016. 

If you are interested in hearing more about what is involved 
with the governor’s role – and to apply, please contact 
Louise Westcott, trust secretary on 0161 446 3043 or 
louise.westcott@christie.nhs.uk 

Elections

Public governor vacancies for 2016:
• Two posts in Manchester

• North West

• Remainder of England and Wales

• Trafford

See page 8 for full process.



Feature story

Two cancer patients were 
guests of honour at an event 
at The Christie to mark the 
start of work at the UK’s first 
NHS high energy proton 
beam therapy centre.

Proton beam therapy is a specialist 
form of radiotherapy that targets 
certain cancers very precisely, 
increasing success rates and 
reducing side-effects. It targets 
tumours with less damage to 
surrounding healthy tissue and is 
particularly appropriate for certain 
cancers in children who are at risk 
of lasting damage to organs that 
are still growing.

It can be particularly effective for 
treating cancers in areas where 
the cancer has developed near a 
place in the body where damage 
could cause serious complications 
such as the optic nerve, the spine 
or the brain.

Lucy Thomas, 9, and Andrea Seal, 
40, are Christie patients, and 
have both received proton beam 
therapy overseas in the USA.

They officially ‘broke the ground’ 
at the site of The Christie proton 
beam therapy centre as work starts 
to build the £125m centre. The 
centre is expected to open in 2018.

Currently the NHS has to send 
children and adults needing 
proton beam therapy abroad to 
the United States and Switzerland, 
but from 2018, two centres at  
The Christie in Manchester and 
UCLH (University College London 
Hospitals NHS Foundation Trust) 
will offer the treatment.

The Government has invested 
£250m into building and 
equipping the two NHS centres.

Chief Executive of The Christie, 
Roger Spencer, said: “To be 
able to offer the world’s most 
advanced form of radiotherapy 
through the NHS in the UK is 
a real step change for patients 
ensuring they benefit from local 
access to this advanced form of 
treatment, with potentially better 
outcomes and less chance of long 
term side effects.” 
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Andrea and Lucy breaking the ground

Over the last century, The Christie 
radiotherapy department has 
pioneered many advances in 
radiotherapy. It already leads in 
advanced radiotherapy, delivering 
more complex treatments than 
any other centre in the country. 
The introduction of proton beam 
therapy will allow it to continue to 
make advances in this area and 
improve patient treatment and care.

The Christie proton beam therapy 
centre will treat up to 750 patients 
per year at full capacity.

Work starts at UK’s first NHS high energy 
proton beam therapy centre
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“Going to the USA was confusing for Lucy. They 
have a different health system, work in different 
ways and call things different names which is hard 
to explain to a poorly six year old.

“Owen also missed around eight weeks of school 
whilst we were out there, so having to go to 
America for the proton beam therapy really hit  
us all.”

Mum Caroline adds: “It’s fantastic to know that 
proton beam therapy is finally coming to the UK.  
It will give more children like Lucy the opportunity  
to have this form of treatment, as not every family  
is as fortunate as us to be able to move to America 
for three months.”

Lucy’s treatment appears to 
have been successful and 
although she will always need 
to have regular check-ups, 
things are looking good. Now 
eight years old, she has taken 
up piano lessons, enjoys 
going to Brownies with her 
friends and has rediscovered 
a love for swimming that 
she was not able to pursue 
because of a 
suppressed 
immune system 
after her 
treatment.

Feature story

Lucy Thomas was just six years old when 
her family was given the devastating news 
she had cancer.

Because of the type of cancer she had, Lucy’s best 
option was to have proton beam therapy (PBT).

Lucy, her parents Stuart and Caroline, and her 
brother Owen, had to travel almost 4,500 miles 
from Ramsbottom to Oklahoma in the USA for 
Lucy to have the high-tech treatment that would 
give her the best possible clinical outcome.

Lucy was admitted to hospital and diagnosed 
with a rare type of muscle cancer called 
rhabdomyosarcoma in 2012.

After surgery and chemotherapy, she was referred 
to The Christie for follow up treatment including 
radiotherapy.

As part of her treatment, Lucy spent almost  
11 weeks in Oklahoma receiving PBT.

Dad Stuart says: “One of the major benefits of 
proton beam therapy is that the beam stops when  
it hits the tumour and causes much less damage  
to the surrounding healthy tissue.

Proton beam therapy – Lucy’s story

And here’s Lucy in front 
of our new hoardings that 
enclose the proton beam 
therapy construction site.

These hoardings have 
been created – with the 
input of local residents 
and staff – to let everyone 
who walks past know 
how important this 
building will be. Not just 

to Lucy but the thousands of other people who will 
benefit from technology like this on their doorstep.

 It’s fantastic to know that 
proton beam therapy is 
finally coming to the UK. 

Caroline Thomas

Lucy Thomas

Lucy during treatment
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As always the work of our experts has received lots of media attention over the last few months

PROTONS MAKING THE

 HEADLINES

Proton Ground Breaking
The BBC were very interested that The Christie had started work 
on the new proton beam therapy centre. They covered the news 
on the BBC website, national BBC Breakfast 
news and on BBC radio stations.

The Manchester Evening News thought it was important to 
let the people of Manchester know about our latest recruits. 
Marcel Van Herk, an expert in targeted cancer treatments, 
relocated from the Netherlands to join The Christie 
as chair of radiotherapy physics. And Karen Kirkby 
relocated from the Ion Beam Centre at the University 
of Surrey to join The Christie as our chair in proton 
therapy physics.

Is proton beam 
therapy the treatment 
of the future?

The Guardian produced an in depth 
feature examining whether proton 
beam therapy is the treatment of 
the future. The article highlighted 
how The Christie is at the forefront 
of targeted cancer treatment and 
research with some of the brightest 
minds in the 
world working 
at The Christie.

Lucy Thomas

Key 103 was keen to interview 
the mother of our patient Lucy 
Thomas. Lucy’s difficult journey to 
receive treatment in America really 
highlights why we need proton 
beam therapy in the UK and what 
a difference it will 
make to those who 
can be treated here.

construct@Interserve @IRVconstruction
Proud to be part of team delivering UK’s 1st 
high energy proton beam therapy centre 
#ChristieProtons #IRVProtonBeam.

@TheChristie
Fantastic article in the Bury Times showing Lucy at 
the Proton Beam Therapy Groundbreaking Event.

Nantwich Christie @
NantChristie 
Keep up the good work @
TheChristie @TheChristieNHS 
#manchester #christieprotons.

TwitterJoin the proton 
conversation

New appointments

Karen KirkbyMarcel Van Herk
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There are many people who make up The Christie. From the staff who work here 
and the patients we treat, to those who generously and loyally support our work. 
All of these people play a huge part in The Christie’s success and will continue  
to help influence and shape our future. To read more please visit the website:  
www.christie.nhs.uk/blog

The Christie blog

The Christie blog

Even though I am accustomed to 
dealing with difficult and upsetting 
news for patients and I talk a lot, 
which comes in very useful as 
a therapy radiographer, I was a 
bit worried about working in a 
cancer hospital. I wrongly assumed 
it would be a really difficult 
environment to work in.

I needn’t have worried. On walking 
through the door on the first day I 
was met with an overwhelmingly 
friendly atmosphere. There was 
a really positive attitude amongst 
staff and patients and a real sense 
of pride to work at The Christie. 

I felt part of the team from the very 
start. I was supported throughout 
my training from day one by staff 
members, mentors and clinical 
tutors. This support didn’t end 

when I qualified and I was assigned 
a mentor under The Christie’s 
preceptorship programme for staff 
new to the Trust. This is something 
I would really have appreciated 
in my previous career! Since then 
I have been a mentor myself to 
three students at undergraduate 
and postgraduate level.

There are regular professional 
development events to keep up to 
date in a rapidly developing and 
highly technical field. With the 
recent groundwork beginning on 
the upcoming high energy proton 
beam therapy centre (one of only 
two NHS facilities in the country) 
this opens a completely new 
avenue of opportunities to pursue 
in the future.

Working with cancer patients is 
a privileged position. Every day is 
different. Every day is rewarding. 
Every day is filled with new thank 
you cards and a never ending 
supply of chocolates, cakes and 
other goodies. Every day I get 
to know the wonderful patients 
better and better. Every day I smile 
more than I have done in any other 
job, and every day I feel like I am 
doing something to make a big 
difference to the patients.

Have you thought about a career as 
a therapy radiographer working in 
radiotherapy? If you are interested 
in finding out more, please email 
RTEducation@christie.nhs.uk or call 
0161 446 3912

I got into radiotherapy a bit later 
than most. I’ve always worked 
in healthcare and fancied a new 
challenge. Radiotherapy certainly 
provided that!

I completed the postgraduate 
diploma in radiotherapy at the 
University of Liverpool in 2014, 
having worked as an optometrist 
for 15 years. My previous degree 
allowed me to apply directly to 
the university for the postgraduate 
course, but there is also an 
undergraduate degree programme 
accessed through UCAS.

I’ve always liked the combination 
of the technical physics side of 
things combined with the biology 
and pathology from my previous 
career, and radiotherapy was a 
natural, if not obvious, progression. 

 There was a really 
positive attitude 
amongst staff and 
patients and a real 
sense of pride to work 
at The Christie. 

Wesley Doherty  
Christie radiographer



Member news

Membership update

On July 16th 2015 we ran the Annual Members’ 
Meeting in the auditorium at The Christie 
Education Centre, hosted by our chair Christine 
Outram. The event was attended by over 130 
members and staff. The annual report and 
accounts were presented to the members 
together with a showcase of achievements that 
have taken place in 2014-15.

Roger Spencer, Chief Executive at The 
Christie, discussed the quality standards, 
he said: “We met all the required quality 
standards across the year including our 
safety measures such as waiting list targets 
and extremely low infection rates. But most 
importantly we have received excellent 
feedback from our patients giving us excellent 
outcome and patient experience results.”

Roger also reported that the external auditors 
have given us a clean bill of health, we 
were tested on efficiency, effectiveness and 
economy – the tests were all passed.

He said: “None of this is possible without 
everyone’s support – staff do a fantastic job, our 
support from members and charity supporters 
allow us to do what we do and we are very 
lucky.”

In the question section it was asked how 
the Government’s five year plan will impact 
on The Christie. Christine reported that The 
Christie’s plans will go ahead as expected. She 
emphasised that we will work hard to ensure 
we fit in with other services in the region. 

The full annual report for 2014-15 is on our 
website.

The meeting was followed by a presentation on 
proton beam therapy from Professor Slevin. 
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Save the date: 

Next year’s meeting will be held 
on Thursday 21st July 2016.

 The devolution agenda will have an impact, 
but we will continue with our ambitions to be 
one of the very top cancer centres.  
Christine Outram

Annual Members’ Meeting update

Annual members meeting 2015

Members and governors at this year’s meeting



We are pleased to welcome:

Nick Coghlan – public governor for Wigan

Allen Leitch Whittaker – public governor for Stockport

Membership update
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Nick Coghlan Allen Leitch Whittaker

The process for those interested 
in standing to be a governor is:
1. Obtain a nomination form from Electoral Reform 

Services (ERS) by phoning 020 8889 9203.  
Please note you can only stand for election in  
the constituency within which you reside.

2. Complete the 100 word statement (or manifesto) 
setting out why you want to be a governor and 
why you think you will make a good governor.

3. Complete the rest of the form including the 
declaration of interests.

4. Get two people to support your nomination 
by completing the form. If they are not already 
members don’t worry. Tick the box on the form 
and ERS will make sure they become a member 
before the election takes place.

5. Send your completed form preferably with a 
recent photograph to ERS. It must arrive by the 
stated closing date.

Congratulations to our re-elected governors:

Christine Matthiewson for Rochdale

Alex Davidson re-appointed for Cheshire

Both Christine and Alex have been governors since 
2009 and we are delighted that they have been  
re-appointed for a further term.

If you would like to contact the governor for your 
area, please email Laura Johnson, our membership 
officer on members@christie.nhs.uk

Welcome new governors

 All the people I have met during my first year 
has made me realise that The Christie is what it is 
due to the amazing enthusiasm and commitment 
that everyone has to ensuring that only the best 
will do – not just for the patients but for the staff 
and volunteers – in whatever capacity. With a 
team like this in charge, The Christie can only go 
from strength to strength. 

Mary Maden, governor for Tameside  
and Glossop

 It’s already been a year since I was 
appointed as a governor for The Christie 
NHS Foundation Trust. I never fail to be 
impressed by the amazing work they do, 
the dedication and vision of the staff and 
the passionate support of the volunteers 
and fundraisers. It has been and 
continues to be a real privilege. 

Alice Choi, governor for Cheshire

Dates for your diary:

Friday  
22nd April 2016 Nominations open

Monday  
23rd May 2016 Nomination deadline

Wednesday  
15th June 2016 Voting packs dispatched

Friday  
8th July 2016 Close of election

Thursday  
21st July 2016 

Annual Members’ 
Meeting for 2016, new 
governors announced



Members of The Christie who are a 
volunteer, a patient, ex-patient, partner  
or relative of a patient are able to join  
our patient experience databank. 

This means they are invited to focus groups that 
occur around six or seven times a year covering up 
to 14 different topics. Taking part in a focus group 
is a great way of giving The Christie your feedback 
which enables us to take on members’ views and 
make any necessary amendments.

In 2015, we held six focus groups. There were many 
interesting topics including: outpatients redesign, 
communication and support for patients with 
disabilities, pharmacy service and our smoking 
cessation service.

Our patient information team held a focus group 
for 15 delegates on the welcome guide. This is a 
comprehensive guide which has been historically 
sent out to all new patients, detailing the services 
they can expect at The Christie. 

Feedback from the members included:

• Feelings on receiving information from The 
Christie at a difficult time

• Members thought that patients are already 
given a lot of information about treatment; it 
was said that just being given key condensed 
information would be better 

• Although some felt that information delivered 
electronically would be sufficient, many in the 
group felt that this would not work for the 
majority of patients.

The outcome was, members felt the guide could be 
changed into two shorter leaflets sent to patients 
with their first appointment, containing key essential 
information including:

• Travelling to The Christie, public transport, 
parking and site plans.

• What happens on your first visit to The Christie 
including information around refreshments.

Members agreed that having shorter leaflets with 
key information would be better than having the 
original larger guide book. This way, it was felt that 
the information would be less overwhelming and 
easier to digest at a time when patients are often 
feeling anxious. Information guides (including the full 
welcome guide) can be viewed through The Christie 
website, and paper versions are still available.

Membership update
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If you are interested 
in taking part in 
focus groups, please 
see the reverse of 
this magazine to 
fill out and return 
to the membership 
department.

Margaret Watson, patient information 
manager in the Information Centre

Give us your 
feedback
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Hospital news 

Firstly, we have an amazing 
three teams shortlisted for 
Nursing Times Awards. Our 
chemotherapy day services 
team has been shortlisted for its 
outreach service in the ‘nursing 
in the community’ category, our 
complementary therapy team 
has been nominated for the 
‘HRH Prince of Wales award for 
integrated approaches to care’, 

and the breast care nursing team 
has been chosen as a contender 
for an award in the ‘cancer 
nursing’ category. The winners 
will be announced on 12th 
November.

We’re also in the running for a 
record four Health Service Journal 
(HSJ) Awards in ‘compassionate 
patient care’, ‘specialised services 

redesign’ and ‘staff engagement’ 
categories thanks to the hard 
work of teams and individuals 
across the Trust. Dr Neil Bayman 
has also been shortlisted for the 
‘rising star’ award. Full details 
of these can be found in the 
‘latest news’ section of the Trust 
website www.christie.nhs.uk 
Winners will be announced on 
the 18th November.

Joseph Holt Brewery’s publicans, 
employees and customers have 
raised an incredible £402,000 to 
kick start the development of the 
Integrated Procedures Unit (IPU) 
at The Christie. 

The unit will bring together five 
patient services under one roof 
for the first time and will be 
located adjacent to the Oak Road 
Treatment Centre. By integrating 
services for our day-patients, we 

can reduce waiting times, speed 
up treatment sessions, eliminate 
transfers between departments 
and minimise the need for 
overnight stays. 

The Christie held a thank you 
event with staff from the Joseph 
Holt Brewery including CEO, 
Richard Kershaw in September. 
Construction is due to start this 
autumn.

The Christie has been 
shortlisted for a total  
of seven awards at 
two of the healthcare 
industry’s most 
prestigious awards 
ceremonies.

Award winning staff

Our chemotherapy day services team

Richard Kershaw and Mr Malcolm Wilson, 
consultant surgeon at The Christie

Joseph Holt Brewery donate over 
£400,000 to kick start Christie’s IPU



Hospital news
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Greater Manchester 
organisations join forces  
to save more lives
The Christie is delighted to have 
been chosen as a project leader 
for the establishment of a single 
system provider for Greater 
Manchester cancer services. 

Working in close alliance with 
partners including Manchester 
Cancer and Greater Manchester 
Provider Board (a collaboration 
of expert clinicians from the 
10 acute trusts in Greater 
Manchester and East Cheshire 
that provide cancer care), Trafford 
CCG, Devolution Manchester and 

Healthier Together, we are aiming 
to improve clinical outcomes and 
the patient experience for Greater 
Manchester by establishing a 
single cohesive system provider 
for cancer services.

By combining our knowledge, 
expertise and capabilities, we are 
confident we can create a cancer 
network that gives patients 
earlier diagnosis and reduces the 
variations in the quality, efficiency 
and cost of care.

Friends and Family Test
We have been using the Friends 
and Family Test since it was first 
launched across NHS funded 
services by the Department of 
Health in April 2013. This involves 
contacting inpatients to find 
out how likely they would be to 
recommend us and gives them 
the opportunity to comment on 
the services they received. 

A suite of reports has since 
been built by our own business 
intelligence department, 
to enable clinical staff and 
managers to review the feedback 
provided by patients from this 
survey. These reports can be 
viewed electronically via the 
Trust’s internal reporting portal 
‘Paparazzi’. Users tell us it is 
really easy to navigate and find 
information at both a high level 
and in more detail. The benefit of 
this being available to our ward 
leaders is that they can see in ‘real 

time’ the results and comments 
that patients are making in 
response to the Friends and 
Family test, meaning that these 
can be used to report back to 
staff on what is working well, and 
areas where improvements, no 
matter how small, can be made. 

An example of this is on the 
Medical Assessment Unit where  
a patient told us that they needed 
more shelving space in the 
bathrooms. As a result of this,  
we are now installing several 
extra shelving areas and hooks  
on bathroom walls and doors. 

New specialist 
nurse for post-
transplant 
blood cancer 
patients
Blood cancer patients will get 
better support after a bone 
marrow transplant, thanks 
to the appointment of a 
pioneering specialist nurse at 
The Christie.

Trina Quillinan has been 
appointed to a joint role 
working at both The Christie 
and Manchester Royal 
Infirmary. She becomes just 
the third post-transplant 
specialist nurse to be 
appointed in the UK by blood 
cancer charity Anthony Nolan.

Trina will support patients 
with leukaemia and other 
blood cancers and blood 
disorders who have had 
bone marrow or stem cell 
transplants.

Trina Quillinan
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Mum extends life 
through clinical trial  
at The Christie

The moving story of Christie patient 
Catherine Stewart was snapped up 
by Granada Reports. Catherine was 
pregnant when she found out she 
had cancer, which meant delaying her 
treatment until after her son was born. 
Clinical trials at The Christie 
have allowed her to see 
her son turn five, and she is 
hopeful for the future.

St Anthony single
A charity single to honour the late Manchester legend  
Tony Wilson topped the iTunes charts and received national, 
regional and local media coverage. All profits from the single 
have come to The Christie where Tony Wilson was treated. 
The story was covered in the Guardian and NME as well as 
on North West Tonight, Granada TV and the 
Manchester Evening News.

Play therapy
The touching story of how specialist 
play therapy at The Christie helped 
Wigan youngster, Emma Hoolin 
through her cancer treatment when 
she was just three years old, was 
covered in the Wigan Evening Post 
and Middleton Guardian.

80 year old Tina Poulton’s incredible story appeared 
in the Daily Mail, Daily Express and the Mirror. 
Tina was given just six months to live after being 
diagnosed with ovarian cancer but a life-saving 
clinical trial at The Christie helped her become 
cancer free after just 18 months of treatment.

Cancer patient given 
just six months to live is 
still alive 40 years later 

The news that The Christie 
had purchased two new, 
state of the art da Vinci 
robots, nicknamed ‘Mona’ 
and ‘Lisa’ was covered in the 
Manchester Evening News.

Computer Weekly were 
keen to find out how this 
technology will help our 
patients recover faster and 
with less side effects.

As always the work of our experts has received lots of media attention over the last few months

MAKING THE

 HEADLINES

Robotic surgery 

Tina now with her husband



Having reached milestone 
birthdays of 60 within  
12 months of each other 
David and Myra Garlick 
began discussing ideas for 
Myra’s birthday celebrations. 

After sadly losing a number of 
close relatives to cancer, they 
decided to take on a ‘year of 
fundraising’ for The Christie 
charity. The money raised would 
go towards proton beam research 
within our new proton beam 
therapy centre that is coming to 
The Christie in 2018. They set 
themselves a target of £25,000.

Their fun filled year began in 
January with a Burns Night dinner 
at the Alderley Edge Hotel, where 
David and Myra were joined by 
family and friends, with special 
guest host Mike Toolan. The 
evening was an outstanding 
success.

Following this, Myra was back 
at the Alderley Edge Hotel for a 

ladies afternoon 
tea in June, 
supported by 
friends and family 
with Chelsea 
Norris hosting. 
Guests enjoyed 
a wonderful 
afternoon tea, 
a talk from 
gemstone trader 
Kate McLauchlan and a visit from  
local personal trainers (Ican)  
who kindly donated a prize for 
the auction.

To complete their year of 
fundraising David and Myra took 
on the challenge of walking the 
Great Wall of China, and in just 
eight days! This involved walking 
a minimum of seven hours per 
day, with several ascents and 
descents on a challenging hike 
along this spectacular wonder  
of the world. 

David and Myra have taken the 
name of The Christie world-
wide, from getting a friend to 
dress up on a beach in Barbados 
and do a bucket collection, to 
sponsorship from friends and 
family in Florida, Washington 
and New York, to holding events 
locally at the Alderley Edge Hotel 
where general manager, Mr 
Ahmet Kurcer, has supported this 
fundraising year. 

Myra said: “We have had an 
absolutely amazing experience 
walking The Great Wall of China, 
met lots of lovely people, and feel 
very satisfied that we achieved 
our challenge. We have had an 
awesome 60th birthday year, 
exceeding our original goal; we 
have raised over £26,000 with 
the support of friends and family 
which has made it a year we will 
never forget.” 

If you have been inspired by 
David and Myra’s fundraising and 
would like to get involved, please 
email charlie.rowen@christie.nhs.
uk or call 0161 918 3614.

Charity update
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  We have had an awesome 
60th birthday year, exceeding 
our original goal… 

Myra Garlick

An unforgettable  
year of fundraising

David and Myra Garlick

David and Myra at the Great Wall of China

Ladies lunch



Spotlight on…  
women’s cancer

On Thursday 17th September the 
‘spotlight on women’s cancer’ 
event took place at the auditorium 
to great applause and over 70 
members attended. 

Our speaker was Lisa Barraclough, 
consultant in clinical oncology 
– specialist in gynaecology and 
breast cancers.

Lisa provided the audience with 
updates on:

• Radiotherapy: new couches 
have enabled the introduction 
of advanced techniques.

• Patient experience survey 
results and improvements  
to the brachytherapy 
department since 201.

• Development of interstitial 
service.

• Robotic surgery – the  
Da Vinci robot which has  
been operating on 
gynaecology cancers since 
2009 at The Christie.

• Systemic therapy on ovarian 
cancer.

• Breast cancer 
research, working on 
immune response in 
cancer with external 
funding supporting a 
PhD student.

Lisa concluded that 
there has been a major 
impact on the quality of 
patient care and their experience 
at The Christie. The next aim is 
to improve: survival, primary and 
secondary prevention, research 
commitment and helping patients 
to move on post treatment.

She said “It was an honour 
to be able to talk to so many 
interested and enthusiastic people 
at the charity event. I really 
appreciated the opportunity to 
be able to thank those who had 
fundraised for their hard work 
and commitment that make our 
patients and their carer’s lives 

better. From helping to buy high 
tech equipment and supporting 
innovative research, to ensuring 
there are enough wigs and 
supporting individuals in need in  
a very responsive and sensitive way.

Every penny helps us improve the 
quality of the treatments and the 
care that we constantly strive to 
provide for our patients.”

Next spotlight event:

Please see The Christie website for 
more information on our spotlight 
events or email spotlightevents@
christies.org 

 Every penny helps us improve the 
quality of the treatments and the care 
that we constantly strive to provide 
for our patients. 

Lisa Barraclough

Spotlight events celebrate the enormous impact our charity’s 
supporters have on cancer patients lives every day. 

Charity update
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From the very beginnings of The 
Christie, gifts in wills have been 
playing a vital role in our successes 

Gifts in wills to The Christie
and achievements. In 1892 half 
of the original £10,000 needed 
to open the Cancer Pavilion and 
Home for Incurables, which later 
became The Christie Hospital, 
(and then The Christie), was 
donated through a legacy.

Today, gifts left in wills by our 
supporters are as important as 
ever. You may not be aware, but 
they make up around one third 

of our charitable income each 
year. Last year, £4.9million was 
donated to the charity through 
the generosity of people who  
left us a gift in their will.

If you would like to speak to 
someone about leaving a gift in 
your will to The Christie, please 
contact our legacy manager,  
Ellen Hingley on 0161 446 3178 
or at legacy@christies.org



 It was wonderful to 
see so many take part 
and enjoy the day. 

Frank Howard
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A big thank you to Frank Howard,  
The Christie governor for Oldham, 
who raised the fantastic sum of 
nearly £7,000 for The Christie 
charity on July 19th this year with  
a golf day and dinner.

The day went fantastically well, from the 
first tee, to the fabulous golf, to the superb 
dinner, entertainment, raffle, auction and 
fun of the evening. Everyone joined in the 
fun, donning pink and white tutus that 
certainly created a lot of banter between 
the players!

The day was enjoyed by all but the real 
highlight was Frank’s drive to raise money 
for The Christie and the fight against cancer. 

Frank said: “It was wonderful to see so 
many take part and enjoy the day. It was 
great fun to organise, and I’m delighted 
with the total raised from the event. 

The Christie is such an amazing facility  
to have in the North West and I’m very 
proud to be involved with the 
organisation.”

Frank tees off  
a charity success

Show your support for The Christie this Christmas and send 
a loved one a Christie Christmas card or e-card. There is a 
wonderful range of traditional and more modern cards, as 
well as a range of gift wrap and gift bags which are available 
from our online shop. 

Why not treat a little one to our make your own Christmas 
cards kit; they will love getting creative with the glitter and  
the colouring pens!

Cards are on sale in our charity centre at The Christie, as well 
as the website www.christies.org/christmas

Christmas cards and e-cards

Frank Howard (centre) wearing 
a tutu for his golf day
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We are compiling a databank of individuals who are interested in giving their feedback about their 
experience at The Christie. If you would like to join this databank please complete and return the  
form below.

We will make every effort to match people to suitable projects, so this means we cannot guarantee 
when we will contact you to ask for your support. We will review the database every year. However,  
if you feel unable to continue to take part, or no longer wish to be a ‘member’, you can ask for your 
name to be removed at any time.

Name: .................................................................................................................................................

Address: .............................................................................................................................................

Telephone: Daytime  .................................................  Evening  .......................................................

Email: (If applicable)  ...........................................................................................................................

Date of birth:  ...........................................................  Sex: Male  Female 

What times are usually available? (tick all that apply)

Daytime   Evenings   Weekends 

Do you have any special needs (for example difficulties with access, illness, hearing or sight)

Yes  (please give details below) No 

.............................................................................................................................................................

What is your involvement with the Christie? (Tick as many as apply)

Patient 

Ex-patient 

Partner or relative of patient 

Volunteer 

Other   Please specify ...........................................................................

What would you be interested in? (Tick as many as apply)

Getting involved in committees (i.e. attending for monthly meetings) 

Getting involved in projects (a number of meetings over a short time) 

Taking part in our patient experience focus groups 

Talking about your experiences with students and staff 

To which of these ethnic groups do you belong? (please tick)

White British White & Black African Asian/British – Pakistani Black/British – Caribbean

White Irish White & Asian Asian/British – Bangladeshi Black/British – African

Other White 
Background

Other Mixed Background Asian/British – Chinese Black/British – Other

White & Black 
Caribbean

Asian/British – Indian Asian/British – Other Other Ethnic Group

Please return this form to: 
Freepost RSJU-YKAJ-XRLK, The Christie Membership Office, Wilmslow Road, Manchester M20 4BX

The Christie patient experience databank – registration form




