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Welcome to our 2014/15
Impact Report, celebrating the
achievements and successes of
The Christie Charitable Fund.
This year we have raised an incredible
£13,350,000. And for that we need to say
a big thank you to all our loyal, committed
and dedicated supporters and fundraisers.
We are very fortunate to have more than
30,000 supporters, including 6,300 who
give us a gift on a regular basis. During the
year over 1,000 community events were
held, and 11,540 supporters took part in
sporting events like the Great Manchester
Run and the Manchester to Blackpool Bike
Ride. More than 450 local businesses
continued to fundraise on our behalf, and
182 generous people left a gift in their
will, donating just under £5 million.

We also know how important it is to be
efficient and keep our fundraising costs
low. With 83p in every pound raised going
directly to patients, you can always be
assured we are spending your money
wisely. As one of the largest hospital
charities in the UK, we support the work
of The Christie NHS Foundation Trust
through our fundraising activities and
deliver projects, equipment and
improvements that are in line with the
Trust’s overall plans and strategy.
Each and every one of our supporters
help us fund life-changing and potentially
life-saving projects which would not be
possible with NHS funds alone. It is
charity donations that allow us to fund
both new buildings and redevelopments
so we can advance the care we give our
patients. They also help us fund crucial
new research projects and buy specialist
equipment which ensures we are always
at the forefront of scientific breakthroughs
and developments.

THE PALATINE TREATMENT CENTRE

This year we were so proud to open the
doors of our new £12 million Palatine
Treatment Centre which houses an
integrated teenage and young adult
unit and our haematology and transplant
inpatient service. This ground-breaking new
building has transformed the care we
provide for our patients and was funded
almost entirely through charitable donations.

The Christie charity has committed to
raising the funds to bring the world’s
best cancer experts to Manchester to
grow our research team and we have
already made some world-leading
appointments as we strive to form a
team with clinical, research and teaching
expertise to ensure we continue to break
the boundaries of cancer research.

And as this year came to a close, the
Manchester Cancer Research Centre
was nearing completion, promising
to bring new hope to cancer sufferers,
not just in the North West or the UK,
but around the world. It will be a research
facility that will be a centre of excellence,
hosting the very latest technology and
brightest minds.

We are extremely proud and grateful
for all the enthusiasm, support and
commitment The Christie receives.
We couldn’t do the life-changing and
potentially life-saving work we do every
day without your contributions and gifts,
and on behalf of our inspiring patients
and our remarkable staff, we thank each
and every one of you. You allow us to
make a difference, and help us to get
closer to our goal of a future without
cancer. Thank you.

As a leading expert in cancer care,
research and education, our patients
expect and deserve the very best care and
treatment from The Christie. Every project
funded by our charity is ultimately aimed
at improving the patient experience and
increasing the success of treatments.
The Christie charity has played a key role in
funding our new Palatine Treatment Centre,
with £10 million of the £12 million cost
being provided by our supporters. The new
centre began treating patients in June 2014.
Teenage cancer patients have a unique set of
needs and this superb new centre enables us
to provide first class treatment and care
alongside the social, holistic and rehabilitation
support they also require. Dedicated social
spaces including a lounge and a music room
are complemented by comfortable bedrooms
with state-of-the-art technology to make a
hospital stay as comfortable as possible for
our younger patients.

A dedicated gym also means Christie
physiotherapists can help and encourage
more young patients to take part
in exercises which can support their
treatment and rehabilitation.
Around a third of young cancer patients
at The Christie have blood-related cancers,
such as leukaemia and lymphoma, so often
have to receive specialist treatment within
the haematology and transplant unit.
It was therefore decided to relocate and
integrate both the existing young oncology
unit and haematology and transplant unit
into one purpose built centre. With stateof-the-art technology and facilities, the
unit has not only improved the experience
for The Christie’s haematology and
transplant inpatients, but it has increased
the number of specialist rooms available
for patients undergoing transplants and
other treatments.

Patients have praised the new unit as a
transformation, even likening it to staying
in a hotel. The centre contains outpatient
facilities on the ground floor, a total of 31
specialist inpatient rooms on the first floor as
well as rehabilitation, support services and
relatives’ accommodation on the top floor.
Dr Mike Dennis, consultant Haematologist,
and Director of the Haematology and
Transplant Unit said: “Increasing the
number of specialist rooms available for
our patients undergoing treatments such
as transplants has enabled us to deliver
more life-saving care in an environment
which reflects our world class ambitions.”
This year we have also continued our
drive to provide as many services as
possible closer to patients’ homes. We
know patients are prepared to travel to
The Christie for specialist services, but
we never underestimate how we can
make a difficult time so much easier by
providing care locally.

Our £700,000 mobile chemotherapy
unit, funded entirely through charitable
donations, completed its first 12 months
on the road, saving patients in excess of
30,000 miles of travel. This state-of-the-art
unit is manned by Christie staff and
has become a familiar site throughout the
region as it treats patients at different sites
across Greater Manchester including
Rochdale, Bolton, Hyde, Stretford and
Chadderton.
The Christie at Wigan chemotherapy
treatment centre opened in January
2015 with the intention of providing
chemotherapy and other systemic anticancer treatments for patients living in
the Wigan area. The treatment centre
was partly funded by The Christie charity,
providing 13 treatment spaces and
outpatient clinics for up to 4,000
treatments a year.
But as well as large building investments,
the charity also funds other vital projects
which help us improve care.

If we can see cancer clearly, we can treat
it effectively. And thanks to charitable
funding, this year we were able to
purchase a new £850,000 hybrid
diagnostic CT and gamma camera that
will transform treatment for patients.
This will help our radiologists visualise
and monitor changes in a patient’s cancer,
and give them the best chance of beating
their disease. With this equipment, we
can pinpoint the exact location, size and
shape of a patient’s cancer with absolute
precision and accuracy, enabling us to plan
and deliver highly targeted individualised
therapy.
We have also nearly reached our
fundraising target of £1.6 million needed
to purchase a new 3T scanner. Due to be
installed early in 2016, this is an ultra
powerful scanner which provides high
resolution imaging and powerful
magnification, capturing finer details of
the anatomy enabling clinicians to identify
blood supply to tumours, and to track
tumour shrinkage more accurately than
ever before.

We have also been fundraising for a
revolutionary MR Linac that will enable
us to deliver more targeted, more
personalised, more advanced radiotherapy
for our patients. It will be the first of its
kind in the UK and one of just 10
machines in the world.
Integrated with a Magnetic Resonance
Imaging (MRI) system, the linear
accelerator is designed for real-time,
image-guided tumour tracking.
An inbuilt camera will guide our clinical
oncologists directly to the tumour while
they administer radiotherapy on the very
same machine – with millimetre accuracy.
Our doctors have described this as one of
the most exciting treatment breakthroughs
in their careers and we are aiming to raise
£1 million to bring the MR Linac machine
to The Christie.

Steve Kemp, 65, from Knutsford, was
among the first to undergo a stem cell
transplant in our new Palatine Treatment
Centre and stayed in one of the HEPAfiltered bedrooms. These rooms protect
cancer patients with suppressed immune
systems, and give them the best
environment in which to undergo
treatment. The former inpatient unit had
six HEPA-filtered rooms and the new
centre has 12.
Steve had also been successfully treated
at The Christie for leukaemia in 2005 and
was an inpatient on The Christie’s former
haematology and transplant unit. He was
diagnosed with multiple myeloma last year
and underwent an autologous stem cell
transplant in June 2014.

The father of four said: “The treatment I
had couldn’t have been better. This is the
second time I have been treated as an
inpatient at The Christie and the quality of
care has been fantastic both times. It was
a big relief to know I was in safe hands.”
“The new unit looks amazing and has so
many design features that make life better
for the patient. I particularly loved the big
window and the natural daylight, which
makes such a big difference when you’re
in there for weeks at a time.”

The Christie has been pioneering cancer
research breakthroughs for over 100 years.
These don’t just benefit people on our
doorstep, but cancer patients across the
world. The work that goes on behind the
scenes is absolutely crucial.
Most importantly, after years of progress,
the new £28.5 million Manchester Cancer
Research Centre is on the verge of opening
its doors for the first time. The MCRC is a
partnership between The University of
Manchester, The Christie and Cancer
Research UK, whose vision is the
development of personalised cancer
treatments leading directly to better
patient outcomes. £2.7 million of this
development is being funded by The
Christie charity, and the building is situated
on land owned by The Christie.
But as fantastic as this new building is,
bricks and mortar alone is not enough to
bring world leading developments to our
patients.

So, The Christie is midway through an
academic investment plan, funded through
our charity, to recruit and bring some of
the world’s greatest minds and cancer
leaders to Manchester to ensure our
patients are benefiting from cancer
breakthroughs as soon as possible.
In January 2015, we appointed Professor
Karen Kirkby, as Chair in Proton Therapy
Physics for our proton beam therapy
centre, as part of the MCRC senior
academic recruitment campaign.
Employed by The Christie and The
University of Manchester, Professor
Kirkby will be responsible for developing
a programme of international leading
proton research and innovation to deliver
direct patient benefits. This goes from
basic research, through pre-clinical and
translational research to clinical trials and
offers patients increased choices and
expansion of treatment available. Training
the next generation of researchers in this
multidisciplinary and rapidly developing
field will be another important facet of
the work being undertaken.

Professor Kirkby said: “I’m really excited
about my new role and joining The
Christie. This job encompasses all the
things l like most about the work I do and
it will enable me to take my research to
the next level. I have enjoyed coming up
to Manchester and meeting colleagues.
I’m honoured to be working with people
of this calibre and I’m certain we can
establish a centre that is world leading.”
We have also been incredibly fortunate
to recruit one of the world’s leading
experts in radiotherapy - Marcel van Herk
has joined The Christie and The University
of Manchester to lead cutting edge
radiotherapy research.
As Chair in Radiotherapy Physics,
Marcel will work with the Manchester
Cancer Research Centre and Manchester
Academic Health Science Centre (MAHSC)
to lead a team of researchers working on
new breakthroughs in radiotherapy.

He is a world expert in the use of image
guidance systems in radiotherapy and
writing the complex computer software
used in radiotherapy to help see tumours
before they are treated. His work over
more than 30 years means that millions of
people around the world now get more
effective radiotherapy.
He has inspired an entire generation of
medical physicists and clinicians, published
more than 190 research papers and even
had a clinical formula named after him.
The ‘Van Herk’ formula is still in use
around the world today and provides
guidance to clinicians and clinical scientists
on how to ensure that, for instance, more
than 90% of patients receive at least 95%
of the prescribed dose of radiotherapy.
Marcel is confident that the research work
he will be leading can deliver significant
patient benefits.

He said: “Although radiotherapy is
an established form of treatment for
cancer, it is constantly evolving as our
understanding of cancer develops and
technology improves.
“For example, in the treatment of
gynaecological cancers, the accuracy of
the treatment is currently measured in
centimetres, but in the foreseeable future
it will be measured in millimetres instead.
But we have to make sure that improved
accuracy also means that the treatment is
more effective, and to do this we have to
look at every part of the process and
identify how it can be improved.”
At the new Manchester Cancer Research
Centre, scientists and clinicians will work
together under one roof. This two-way
relationship will ensure discoveries made at
the centre will quickly translate into
treatments for patients. And observations
made by doctors will inform research back
in the labs. By working like this, our
research will have the greatest impact on
patients’ lives.

The scientists in this new centre will be
specialists in women’s cancer, lung cancer,
melanoma, radiotherapy, new drug
development and cancers of the blood and
lymphatic system. By combining their
expertise with the state-of-the-art facilities
at the Manchester Cancer Research
Centre, we will create a world-leading
cancer research institute.
The MCRC also provides us with more
capacity to grow as clinical trials remain at
the forefront of what we do. In 2014, The
Christie approved a significant growth plan
for experimental cancer medicine research
that will see the number of patients grow
by five to tenfold in the next five years.
This will ensure that The Christie remains
at the forefront of early phase clinical trials,
many of which are funded by our charity.

Catherine Stewart, a 40 year old doctor
from Levenshulme, has had her life
significantly extended thanks to a Christie
clinical trial.

is not permanent, the melanoma cells
mutate and there will be re-bound growth.
It’s not the cure but it is one of the least
toxic ways of extending my life.”

She was diagnosed with a rare melanoma
five years ago when she was 37 weeks
pregnant, after finding a verruca-like mole
on the sole of her foot.

Catherine added: “My treatment will
continue indefinitely until progression or
until other options become available.
Things are changing so fast with cancer
research and clinical trials. Thanks to The
Christie I have taken part in two clinical
trials that have extended my life, allowing
me to spend precious time with my son
and husband, and to continue to work in a
job I love. I have hope that there will be
other new treatments available to me in
the future.”

Because of her pregnancy, Catherine
was unable to have the immediate
investigations normally recommended.
Following the birth of her son, Tolamo,
she found out the cancer had spread to
her lymph nodes and had the tumours
removed.
However, Catherine has since had
recurrences of her tumours almost every
year since her diagnosis, including a
tumour on her brain. Catherine is
determined to live as long as possible and
with help from The Christie’s clinical trials
unit she is hopeful for the future.
She said: “I continue to be scanned and
monitored. My current medication has
shown rapid shrinkage of tumours but this

Christie consultant, Dr Paul Lorigan, who
has been a principal investigator on a
number of ground-breaking clinical trials
said: “Patients like Catherine take part in
our clinical trials because they want the
chance to possibly benefit from new
treatments. By taking part patients also
help others like them, now and in the
future, with their condition.”

Going through cancer treatment can be
both a traumatic and physically challenging
experience for many patients. But here at
The Christie we don’t just focus on the
clinical aspects of patients’ care and
treatment, we also offer a range of
support and services to tackle both the
emotional and physical side effects that
the diagnosis and subsequent treatment
may trigger.
Whether that be via our wig fitting service,
painting in our art sessions, a relaxing
massage, physiotherapy, counselling,
smoking cessation support, advice from
our welfare and benefits team or our
information centre, all of these beneficial
extra services are only made possible
because of the backing and assistance
from our charity.
One particular area of focus is making
sure our younger patients are supported
during their time with The Christie.
Specialist staff, funded through our charity,
ensure young people can take part in
activities and socialise with other patients
who understand their circumstances.

We have dedicated social spaces with
computers and a pool table where our
patients can relax, and trips out are
regularly organised to encourage support
and friendship between our patients.
For our very youngest patients, who
attend The Christie as outpatients for
radiotherapy, we are even more conscious
how traumatic the experience could be at
a young age, and we therefore have staff
dedicated to helping them through play
and fun activities. Penelope Hart-Spencer
is one such expert, who works with our
young patients as a play specialist.
She said: “Our patients have a range
of different diagnoses including brain
tumours, leukaemia and bone tumours.
My role focuses on getting these young
patients through their treatment as
smoothly as possible, and this includes
children from birth to 15 who visit us as
outpatients. We use play therapy and a
range of techniques to guide them
through their treatment without the
need for sedation or general anaesthetic.”

One patient who has benefited from
Penelope’s work is young Harley
Renshaw. Harley has been fighting
cancer in his kidney, neck, lungs and
bones. Penelope arranged for him to
get a bead of courage every time he
visited hospital, which he could wear
around his neck so Harvey and his
friends could see at a glance just how
courageous he was being. She also
arranged for Harvey to have a special
Ninja Turtle mask which helped him
feel stronger while he was having
radiotherapy.
From princesses to superheroes,
Penelope has helped children make
masks of their favourite characters
to help make their treatment that
little bit easier.

Harley’s mum Stacey said: “Harley
loved his mask, he loved it so much he
has kept it as a souvenir and it has
pride of place in his bedroom. We were
very worried how we would cope with
radiotherapy, but with his mask beside
him, he took it in his stride.”
Harley has now finished his treatment
and is back at school enjoying life like
any other five year old little boy. She
added: “We cannot thank The Christie
enough, and it is fabulous that so many
people give donations to help fund the
extras to help children like Harley. We
are so grateful.”

We know it is vitally important to promote
and enhance education, training and
development for all staff. Supported by
our charity, our School of Oncology helps
staff develop skills and knowledge which
keep us at the cutting edge of cancer care.
We want to ensure that we attract and
retain the very best people at The Christie
and one way we can do this is by providing
a vibrant educational environment and
opportunities to enhance professional
development.
This year, we launched
ChristieEducationLive! This exciting new
development brings cancer education to
the desktop, allowing clinicians to watch
live or on-demand, so they can access
training at times to fit their busy schedules.
It also brings the best Christie education
within reach of a local, national and
worldwide audience.

Educational bursaries and scholarships also
help staff develop their knowledge and
proficiency through continued professional
and personal development. With the
support of generous donors, the charity
funds a number of bursaries and
scholarships which help to shape the talent
of the future, advance knowledge and
directly impact on the care and treatment
offered to our patients.

Dr David Thomson, who specialises in
treating head and neck cancers, was
given a bursary to complete a clinical
research project on how proton beam
therapy can improve outcomes for
patients by using advanced radiation
technologies.
The research focused on assessing how
treatment can be altered or adapted
during a course of treatment so patients
can best benefit, as side effects such as
weight loss are taken into account.
Dr Thomson’s bursary allowed him to
travel to the University of Pennsylvania in
the United States, to work with some of
the world’s leading experts in this field.

But not only will the work help Dr
Thomson develop personally, all his
learnings will be shared with colleagues
and will be crucial as we come closer to
opening our own new proton beam
therapy centre in 2018.
He said: “Without charitable support, I
would not have been able to undertake
this project. I have learnt a tremendous
amount. It’s increased our knowledge
and skills at The Christie, and it has also
given us the potential for future clinical
and research collaboration with worldleading experts. Thank you.”

This chart gives a simple overview
of all our income and how it’s spent.

Total income (£,000)
£13,350

Total resources expended (£,000)
£17,872

8,243 Donations

11,413 Provision for
future expenditure

You’ll probably notice that we spent more
than we raised this year. This is because
we have used money put aside in previous
years to pay for our new developments
and also to support future developments
such as the research facilities in the proton
beam therapy centre.

2,325 Costs of
generating funds

As for where the money came from:
— 734 community events held
1,318 Research

— 225 companies supported us
— 6,290 people gave regular gifts

4,940 Legacies

—1
 0,787 supporters took part in a
sporting event

969 Purchase of
new equipment

— 182 people left a gift in their will
877 New buildings,
refurbishment and
major projects

Overall, 181,126 donations were
made in 2014/15 by 30,595 donors.
ROI - 1:5.8.
This means that for every pound
we spend fundraising, we’ve raised
an additional £5.80.

146 Investment income

703 Patient and
staff welfare
189 Enhancing clinical care

21 Other incoming resources

78 Governance costs
NB: All figures are in thousands rounded to the nearest £1K

We hope you will see from this report how
your gifts make a huge difference to the
care and treatment The Christie is able to
provide to our patients and their families.
Thank you once again for all your support.
Whilst we have achieved a phenomenal
amount thanks to the backing of our
donors, this doesn’t mean we can become
complacent with our achievements – and
we always have plans in the pipeline to
further improve our services. We have big
plans and ambitions for the future and all
of these require your support and backing.
Work has now started on our new proton
beam therapy centre, due to open in 2018.
Proton beam therapy is a specialist form of
radiotherapy which can very precisely
target certain cancers, increasing success
rates and reducing side-effects. Its
introduction to the UK will bring the
treatment closer to patients who currently
have to travel abroad to receive it.

ARTIST’S IMPRESSION OF THE NEW PROTON BEAM THERAPY CENTRE

Our charity will be funding dedicated proton
beam therapy research space which will
enable us to investigate new approaches
into improving proton therapy treatment.
Led by Professor Karen Kirkby our
proton research team will be working to
improve the way in which the treatment
is delivered to maximise the benefit and
develop personalised and tailored
treatments for each and every proton
patient at The Christie.
New improved proton imaging techniques
will enable us to better monitor and target
proton beams, making treatment planning
a more accurate, personalised and efficient
process. Ultimately, these discoveries have
the potential to make a worldwide impact
on cancer patients’ lives.
Meanwhile, work is also due to start on
the Integrated Procedures Unit (IPU) which
unites five services under one roof. This
exciting specially designed building will
bring together all the services that our daypatients need.

Every aspect of their treatment will happen
in one place, saving time and creating a
seamless and calm hospital experience.
By integrating and expanding five
treatment services for our day-patients, we
can reduce waiting times, speed up
treatment sessions, eliminating transfers
between departments and minimising the
need for overnight stays.
The five day-patient services will be
expanded and brought together under
one roof including interventional radiology,
day case procedures, plastic surgery, pain
control and our endoscopy clinic.
We launched our IPU appeal in September
2014, with a lead gift from Joseph Holt
Ltd, which is supporting the campaign as
part of it’s own centenary appeal marking
100 years of support for The Christie.

The Christie charity is also aiming to raise
£584,000 for a new high-tech patient
multimedia entertainment and information
system. Most cancer patients will have to
endure a hospital stay or prolonged
courses of treatment at some point in their
cancer journey. For example, those having
stem-cell treatment face a long stay in
hospital often for weeks at a time and
day-case patients can be hooked up to a
chemotherapy drip for several hours on
treatment day.
Boredom can quickly set in when patients
are away from their family or their usual
routine, therefore our patient
entertainment project aims to reduce their
feelings of boredom and to make their
time at The Christie more comfortable.
The Christie charity is raising funds to
replace the outdated bedside TV/phone
system currently in use on the inpatient
wards within the hospital.

The current system is also expensive for
patients to use as they need to purchase
pre-paid TV and phone cards.
Consequently, many patients choose to
limit their TV viewing time or spend less
time than they would like talking to loved
ones on the phone just to save costs.
We plan to replace the existing system
with in-flight style ‘infotainment’ service
for both inpatients and outpatients when
they attend for treatment. It will include
TV, radio and internet and patients will be
able to also access the system through
their own tablet devices.

We have endeavoured to include all
those who raised or donated £4,000
or more in the financial year 2014/15,
but however much you contributed,
we are truly grateful to everyone
who gave time, effort and money.
Thank you!
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The Union Inn
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Rugby Veterans &
Malcolm Holland
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Virgin Media
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Wilko
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Women’s Trust Fund
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Women’s Trust Fund
Trafford
Zafar Anwar
Zen Internet
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Zolfo Cooper Foundation
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