
Christie Clinical Outcomes 
Ovarian Cancers 

North West England Incidence and Christie Patients 

Approximately 800 new cases of ovarian cancer 
(including cancers of the fallopian tube and primary 
peritoneum)  are diagnosed each year in the North 
West of England1 which represents approximately 24 
new diagnoses per year per 100,000 population. Rates 
of ovarian cancer in the North West are slightly higher 
than those for England as a whole (21 new cases per 
100,000) .  

 

 
Referrals to The Christie 

Since January 2014, 365 ovarian cancer patients 
(including cancers of the fallopian tube and 
peritoneum) have been newly referred to The 
Christie for treatment. The majority of Christie 
patients are residents of the North West of England 
and in particular around the Greater Manchester 
region. A small number of patients travel from 
outside the NW for treatment.  Referral rates within 
Greater Manchester range from 5 per 100,000 
population in North Manchester CCG to 11 per 
100,000 in Bury CCG (Map 1). Median age of 
patients referred to The Christie is 65 years (Fig 1). 

 

 

 

Map 1. Number of new Christie patients (2014) with 
ovarian cancer (including cancers of the fallopian tube 
and peritoneum) from each clinical commissioning group 
(CCG) per 100,000 population. Depth of colour is relative 
to the rate of referral for each CCG.  

Fig. 1.  Age distribution of ovarian cancer patients  
(2014-2015  new presentations).  Numbers above bars 
are percentage of cases in each age group.   

Fig. 2. Distribution of stage for new patients (2014-
2015) referred to The Christie by treatment status at 
referral (based on patients for whom stage is 
available). Numbers above each bar are percentage of 
patients in each stage group within each treatment 
status category.   

1  From  Office for National Statistics 2012 
 

Treatment at The Christie  

Just over half (54%) of all ovarian cancer patients 
referred to The Christie are referred for 
chemotherapy or surgery as the primary 
treatment or for neo-adjuvant chemotherapy 
prior to surgery. Other patients are referred for 
secondary treatment following primary treatment 
elsewhere. Over half of the patients referred 
following treatment elsewhere are early stage 
patients (stage I and II) who receive surgery 
elsewhere before being referred to The Christie 
for chemotherapy. The type of treatments offered 
to a patient will be determined by the diagnosis 
and other factors such as general health.  

Diagnosis by Disease Stage 

Disease stage describes the size and spread of 
cancer. Ovarian cancers are staged using the 
International Federation of Gynaecology and 
Obstetrics (FIGO) staging system. Early stage 
ovarian cancers are Stage  I and II. Late stage 
disease is stage III and IV where the cancer has 
spread outside of the pelvic area. Stage of disease 
at diagnosis, among other factor, will determine 
the type of treatment that can be given. The 
majority of Christie patients with ovarian cancer, 
who are referred for primary treatment, have been 
diagnosed with advanced disease – i.e. stage III or 
IV (Fig 2).   
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For more information please contact the Clinical Outcomes Unit at clinicaloutcomesunit@christie.nhs.uk 

Fig. 5. Survival estimates for ovarian cancer patients 
referred to The Christie with early stage disease (FIGO 
stage I – II).   The number of cases is too small to 
categorise by treatment status at time of referral.  
Follow up is to the end of April 2015.  

Performance Status and Comorbidities 

All Christie patients are assessed for performance status 
(ECOG) using a scale of 0 (patient is fully active) to 4 
(completely disabled by poor health). Patients are also 
assessed for their comorbidity status. Comorbidities are 
diseases that a patient has, other than cancer, that can 
impact on treatment and outcome. Comorbidity status is 
measured on a scale of 1 (no comorbidity) to 4 (severe 
comorbidity). Among ovarian cancer patients for whom 
data have been captured in this way, the majority have 
performance status of 0 or 1 (Fig 3) and either no 
comorbidity or mild comorbidity (Fig 4). 

Fig. 3. Performance status for ovarian cancer patients referred 
since January 2014 by treatment status at time of referral. NPT = 
no previous treatment, PPT = post previous treatment. 
 

One year survival for ovarian cancer for all 
patients presenting to The Christie with early 
stage disease (FIGO stage I & II) is estimated to 
be 93% (95% CIs 86% - 97%) (Fig 5). For patients 
who present to the Christie with late stage 
disease (FIGO stage III & IV) one year survival is 
estimated to be 73% (95% CIs 64% - 80%) for 
patients referred to The Christie for primary 
treatment (NPT) and 85% (95% CIs 72%  - 92%) 
for patients referred to The Christie following 
surgery elsewhere (PPT) (Fig 6). 

Survival  Outcomes 

One year survival for cancers of the ovary in England is 
estimated to be 72%. Five year survival is estimated to 
be 46% (CRUK 2015).  

 

Survival is dependent on stage of disease at diagnosis, 
age at diagnosis, type of ovarian tumour (histology) and 
the patient’s  performance status (their general health 
and fitness). These factors should be taken into account 
when interpreting outcomes. 

 

Fig. 6. Survival estimates for ovarian cancer patients 
referred to The Christie with late stage disease FIGO 
stage III – IV) by treatment status at the time of 
referral. Note - where definite date of diagnosis is 
unknown we have used date first seen at The Christie 
as a surrogate.  For most patients these dates are very 
similar.  

Fig. 4. Comorbidity status for ovarian cancer patients referred 
since January 2014 by treatment status at time of referral. NPT = 
no previous treatment, PPT = post previous treatment. 
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