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Radical abdominal trachelectomy

                     Possible incision sites (dotted lines)

What is a radical abdominal trachelectomy?
A radical trachelectomy is an operation to treat cervical cancer. It may be
offered to women who wish to keep their womb (uterus) because they
still wish to have children.

Why do I need a radical abdominal trachelectomy?
On a scan your cancer appears to be 2cm or greater in size. Recent
research from America has shown that when a cervical cancer is this size,
the long term outcomes are better when the operation is performed
through a cut in the tummy (abdominally) rather than vaginally.

How will this affect my recovery after surgery?
Your recovery will take a little longer than a vaginal operation. You will
be in hospital for approximately 3 - 4 days and it can take 6 - 8 weeks to
fully recover.
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Contact The Christie Hotline for urgent  
support and specialist advice

The Christie Hotline: 0161 446 3658
Open 24 hours a day, 7 days a week

The Christie is committed to producing high quality, evidence based information for 
patients. Our patient information adheres to the principles and quality statements of 
the Information Standard. If you would like to have details about the sources used 
please contact patient.information@christie.nhs.uk

For information and advice visit the cancer information centres at Withington, Oldham 
or Salford. Opening times can vary, please check before making a special journey.

The Christie Patient Information Service 
Tel: 0161 446 3000  www.christie.nhs.uk

If you need information in a different format, such as easy 
read, large print, BSL, braille, email, SMS text or other 
communication support, please tell your ward or clinic nurse. 
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Avoid lifting or carrying anything heavy (including children and
shopping) for a minimum of 6 weeks, and then only when you feel
comfortable. Vacuuming and spring cleaning should also be avoided for
at least 6 weeks after the operation.

When can I start to drive again?
We advise you not to drive for at least 6 weeks after your operation.
However, this will depend on your individual recovery.
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